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The Spire • August 2020
Safe Parking at FCC
First Congregational is hosting safe parking again this year, in August and September, so two months this year. In this challenging
pandemic time, Silicon Valley Safe Parking needs additional support from FCC. Also, the Safe Parking Ministry Team believes we
can minimize risk for both our guests and our volunteers, while still
providing this important service to people who are surviving in
their cars. As you might imagine, there will be some differences compared to last year.
The basics of providing our parking lot and bathrooms overnight remain the same. We also plan to
provide meals. At this time we are planning on two meals per week. However to keep everyone safe
and to follow county regulations, there will be no gathering of people indoors, so dinners will be
handed out in take-out containers, instead of sharing a group meal. We will still provide some
snacks and enable cell phone charging, but in the courtyard, instead of in the Youth Room. With
everyone keeping at least six feet of distance outdoors, the number of opportunities for person-to-

THE FUTURE (FCCSJ) OF DIGITAL WORSHIP
It’s hard to believe that we have been living our lives digitally for so many weeks, but it now looks as though
this practice is going to continue for a while longer. So, as we have already been crafting worship services
meant to be more suitable for our on-line gathering, we would also like to turn our attention to enhancing
this digital worship experience for everyone. We want to begin with a conversation with as many of you as
would like to participate. This conversation will focus on a few fairly specific questions:
1. When you think about what we have been able to offer so far, what aspect(s) of worship are really missing for you? What would you most like to have included if we could?
2. Where, and why, does our present service lose your attention or interest? What do you think might
help?
3. What is the best part of the service? Of what would you like to see more?
4. What could be done in new ways that might enhance the overall feel of the service?
5. If you have taken the opportunity to visit the on-line worship services of other spiritual communities,
what have you found most inspiring and helpful?
We are looking forward to approximately two hours of conversation meant to give
us some ideas and perspectives with which to grow our own worship experience
into something even more enlivening and engaging. Please join us via Zoom on
Tuesday evening August 4th from 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Look for the email invitation August 3rd.
First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC • In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship
Church Office: (408) 377-7121 www.firstccsj.org
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Rev. Tom’s Message
Dear Friends,

vide us with both the opportunity
and the impetus to seek reinvenOne of the things of which I am
tion, to turn our careful, planning,
regularly reminded is the spirit
detailed eyes toward what the
with which the FCCSJ family tends
church could look like in subseto do things. It is a rare occasion
quent decades. Who can we bewhen this church employs half
come? What might the world
measures or tries to engage a proneed of us and other faith comject or a problem
munities? How can
with only the very
. . . my answer is – if any com- we best communiminimum effort in
munity of people is up for it, cate the hope, and
mind. I see this ex- we are. Let’s dive in . . .
promise, love and
pressed everywhere
compassion that we find in the
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sanctuary renewal project, to
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our Safe Parking guests. When you
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want to do something, you want to
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do the best possible job in the
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haps especially now, you are taking on so many new things, so
The question, perhaps the very
many big changes, and with such
most basic question, is, “are we up
impressive planning and energy. I
for this challenge?” and I have to
am always impressed at the levels
say that my answer is – if any
of detail and thoughtfulness you
community of people is up for it,
employ.
we are. Let’s dive in then, shall we?
Let’s put our very best into the
This will stand you all in good
tasks ahead, as we so often have,
stead, especially as we come to
and meet this new future, boldly,
grips with all that it means to be a
creatively, courageously, and colchurch in this day and age and unlectively.
der these circumstances. The restrictions on our community, in
In hope and joy,
light of COVID-19, while disheartPastor Tom
ening to a great extent, also pro-

United Disciples
Fellowship
Saturday, August 1, 2020
5:00 p.m.
A discussion of

Led by Shelley Wessels
Location: Virtual Meeting and viewing through Zoom/Internet.
All are welcome!
For more information or to get the
meeting link and password, contact
Shelley Wessels at skwessels24@gmail.com.

SECURITY REMINDER:
Quite regularly now, our official staff email addresses, and the details of staff positions, have been appropriated from the church website or other places and used to promote false requests for financial assistance from the church staff. You may well receive such an email request from time to time, almost always from an unfamiliar email address. There is nothing we can do to prevent this since it is all information in the public domain and not the result of “hacking.”
So, let me say here, for the record, there are no circumstances whatsoever under which I would send you
an email request for funds. Please do not respond to any such request for gift cards or cash. Do not reply to any of those emails either. Ignore them entirely.
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Rev. Penny
This is the title of Jon Kabat Zinn’s book “Mindfulness Meditations for
Everyday Life” and I find I cannot argue with that title! Recently I
have been reminded that some people find it very challenging to provide words of comfort to friends who are experiencing really difficult
circumstances. People want to “do” the right thing, and do not want
to make it worse for their friends. I want to acknowledge this challenge and at the same time, encourage us to “be” with
friends, to be present with them. Finding what we
think are exactly the right words is not what is most
important. Sometimes even saying, “I don’t know what
to say, but I’m here and want to support you,” can be
loving and gentle. Often offering comfort in silence
can be a loving gift to another who is overwhelmed
with feelings. Zinn writes, “It is often only in the silent
spaces between the words that we can hear the unspoken heart.”
Wherever you go, there you are; be fully present and trust your heart.

Good Grief Group
I am offering a Good Grief Group on the second and fourth Thursday
of each month at 1100 via Zoom. Everyone is invited. We will learn
from each other, sharing our different experiences of grief and gaining strength so that we can live our daily lives with gratitude and spiritual strength.

Schedule a
Zoom Meeting
Does your group, board or committee wish to have a Zoom Meeting? Zoom meetings will be set up
by the office manager through
FCCSJ’s account. The person making the request will be the host
unless otherwise indicated. Once
the meeting is set up you can see
it on the on the church’s calendar
on our web site with a description
of the meting and the host. The
invitation for the meeting will not
show on the calendar to avoid
Zoom bombing. The meeting invitation will be sent to the meeting
host to send to the meeting attendees. If this is a meeting for
the congregation let the office
manager know so the invitation
can be sent out to FCCSJ Active
email list. Call 408-377-7121 or
email officemanager@firstccsj.org

Zoom details are sent Thursday morning, the day of the group.
Any questions? Please feel free to contact me any time:
feipeini@gmail.com

Warming My Heart - A Story of Love
Every 3rd Tuesday afternoon, our church participates in a socially-distanced, masked food distribution with
2nd Harvest. Using a drive-up system to limit our risk, we provide boxes of produce, dairy, eggs, meat, dry,
and canned goods to an ever-growing line of people in need. I was the church's representative on July 21st
and I witnessed love in action.
Two of the clients, both pushing flimsy strollers stacked to the breaking point with their food, slowly made
their way out of the parking lot. They were met at the end of the driveway by a woman whose demeanor,
dirty clothes and matted hair showed how much she was struggling to survive. After a brief conversation, they
unpacked their precarious loads and separated out a box of food for this woman whose need was even greater than their own.
So many lessons for me to learn. Thank you to the church for providing me this opportunity. If you'd like to
join me next month, contact Judy Stevens!
Kristin Link
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(Continued from page 1)

person connections will be reduced, but the value of our efforts will not be diminished.
An email went out to those already on a list of previous volunteers, but you can also contact Karen Armor, or if you are
especially interested providing
meals, Ellen Cook. We’ll ask
volunteers to follow coronavirus precautions, including not
coming to the campus if you
are feeling sick or in a high risk
category. There will be ways to
contribute even if you can’t be
there in person. We know our
guests appreciate all the ways
FCC people are generous toward them.
So far this year, 39 people have
benefited from the Silicon Valley Safe Parking. Six of those
guests have found permanent
house and another seven have
moved into the county’ motel
voucher program. SVSP has
been able to work with the
county to provide free COVID19 testing for our guests.
Thankfully, there have been no
cases of COVID-19 among any
of our guests. If you know
someone who needs a safe
place to spend the night while
they survive in their car, please
feel free to point them at the
SVSP website for the phone
number to get included in the
program:

Music Notes
FCCSJ Virtual Choir Anthems
Keep your eyes peeled in worship
for our first Virtual Choir anthem.
What started as an interesting experiment has proven to be challenging. We recorded an accompaniment and every choir member downloaded it, learned the
piece, joined Kristin for a couple
of zoom rehearsals, and then recorded it SOLO in front of their
computers. We have spent much
of July in post-production, editing, adjusting, balancing and
tweaking the 32 separate recordings into a beautiful whole. We
hope to have all editing done and
the video ready for release at one
of our August services. It has been
an amazing learning experience
for all involved and we are thrilled
that so many participated. What a
glorious celebration of community!!!
FCCSJ Monthly Hymn Sing on
August 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Our Theme will be "JOY". All the
hymns we sing and the stories we
share will be related to Joy. Please
plan to join us on our Facebook
page. If you'd like your very own
hymnal to have on hand at home,
please contact music@firstccsj.org
and we will hand-deliver one to
your porch!



COOKIE MINISTRY
CONTINUES
Our Cookie Ministry continues to
be a big hit with our recipients!
Not only are we continuing to
drop off 5 dozen cookies a week to
the Bill Wilson Drop-In Center and
New Haven Inn, we’ve added a
third organization!
We’ll be providing home baked
cookies for the guests of the Safe
Car Park which our church will be
hosting August and September.
If you’d like to volunteer to be a
baker, there’s lots of opportunities.
Three bakers are needed each
week to provide 5 dozen homemade cookies (that’s enough for
30 people) to be delivered to their
recipients each Wednesday. You
do the baking and Ellen does the
delivery.
Interested in sharing some love in
the form of your favorite cookie
recipe? Please e-mail Ellen Cook
and she’ll get you set up. ellencookphd@gmail.com
Big thanks to our bakers this past
month: Judy Stevens, Chris Kirkpatrick, Debbie Earl, Gloria Bordeaux-Pacholec, Gwen and Terry
Duffy, and Kristin and Brian Link.
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Hey! Google/Siri/Alexa

Join us to celebrate 75 years of Camp Cazadero on
Sunday, August 9th, at 4 pm. We will meet virtually to
honor the space that has provided so many countless
memories, stories, and personal growth for us all. We
will have a time of prayer and reflection as well as a
trip through Caz history.

Wow! Every day I wake up to a day that looks the
same. Fortunately, I have music to listen to. I do this
when I first get up. It really helps start the day off
right. Here are some songs for the morning, or any
time of day that you need to be cheered or consoled.

Besides all of our love, one of the things that has
helped keep Camp Caz going has been donations. To
kick off the 75th year, we ask those that can donate
to the Camp Fund that provides scholarships, repairs
to buildings, and more. Any amount can help a kid
get to camp or make improvements to the facilities.

Take Five by Dave Brubeck

You can donate before the Anniversary Party, during,
or even after!
Go to the NCNC web site for more information and
to register, https://ncnc.dreamhosters.com/

Instrumentals
When The Saints Go Marching In by Pete Fountain
Hymns
How Can I Keep from Singing by Audrey Assad

He’s Got the Whole World In His
Hands by Laurie London
Just for Fun
Rockin’ Robin by Bobby Day
Polly Wolly Doodle by Pete Seeger
Do you have songs that spark joy or uplift you?
Share them with us by sending song titles and the
name of the performer to: office@firstccsj.org with
the subject: Songs to Share.

Hamilton Avenue Sign Gets a Cheering Up

Our sign along Hamilton Avenue near the intersection of Leigh was
showing its age. Many years of sunlight, rain, auto fumes, and dry rot
had taken its toll. Some new lettered sign boards and fresh paint will
hopefully give it a fresher look and extend its useful life for at least a
few more years.

Second Harvest
Help!
A big thank you to Kristin Link for
volunteering at the Family Harvest
food distribution this month. They
barely had enough volunteers for
the work this month. So many
families need food. The food is
boxed up, so the work is mainly
getting the boxes of food into clients’ car trunks. This is such vital
work, it would be great if we could
provide a few more volunteers in
the coming months. If you know
someone who might be able to
volunteer on the third Tuesday of
the month from about 1:30-4:30,
please have them contact me, Judy Stevens,
stevensjudyk@gmail.com.

The next distribution will be
Tuesday, August 18.
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Family Ministries
Maryann’s Message

August
Children Activities
1st grade and younger
Meet via Zoom each Sunday 10:45 am to 11:15 am for a
story and fun. Leaders are Nancy Lucid and Liz Carey.
We will be continuing with stories from the New Testament.
2nd to 5th grade
Meet via Zoom each Sunday 10:30 am to 11:00 am where
we will be exploring places or
have a story, go on a scavenger
hunt, or a time of sharing.
Leader is Maryann Coole with
appearances by Dennis Noren
and Sara Thurston.

Sunday Youth Schedule:
We will gather via zoom for
games and check in every Sunday
at 12:00 to 12:30 pm.

It had been 40 days and 40 nights since we were able to see each other
in person. That is a long time. In the Bible the number 40 appears in
many stories. Moses was on the mount for 40 days, Jesus was in the
wilderness being tempted by Satan for 40 days, Noah built an arc to
survive 40 days of rain, and Lent is 40 days long. It is not just the Bible
and Christianity that the number 40 appears. In the Jewish faith 40 days
is the period of probation or trial. Muslims believe that Muhammad
was 40 years old when he first received the revelation by the archangel
Gabriel.

August is the time when we refer to the Dog days of Summer. Dog
days of summer is historically the 40 days between July 3 and August
11. This is based on the “Dog Star” Sirius rising and setting with the
sun on July 23 when the star and sun is closest together. The ancient
Romans believed the bright star gave off heat and added to the Sun’s
warmth.
The Dog Days of Summer are the peak of hot, humid days of summer.
Greek and Roman astrology connected the Dog Days with heat,
drought, sudden thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad dogs and bad
luck.
This year in the US the Dog Days of summer are considered the days
from July 22 to August 22 (not 40 days). So here in the month of August. Stay cool, safe, enjoy your pets, star gaze, and enjoy the remaining days of summer. Take a picture of your pet enjoying the sun.
The more I know about people, the more I love my dog. - Mark Twain
Happiness is a warm puppy. - Charles M. Schulz

NCNC is hosting a 75th anniversary party for Camp Cazadero,
Sunday August 9 at 4:00 pm.
Join us on-line for the event.

Kids & Family
Night In

There are many ways to brighten the day of those around you.

Coming soon to a home nearby
will be Kids and Family Night In.
This will be a virtual event that
will include

Food

Family
Friends

Fun.

A smile
, a flower
, or seeing someone special.
All of us are special to the Church. Being able to see people even
just on the screen can help brighten the day of another. If you are
interested in being part of the Church service reading a poem.
Please contact Maryann at youthdirector@firstccsj.org.
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 IN SUPPORT OF PRIDE AND NEW HAVEN INN 
At the end of June, the Community Service Ministry Team was blessed with a wonderful opportunity to support the residents of New Haven Inn, our city’s LGBTQI+ shelter, and the team stepped up big time!
This year, Pride celebrations all over the world were cancelled due to Covid-19. The lack of being able to celebrate Pride month in the usual ways was hard for many within the LGBTQI+ community. New Haven Inn
reached out to us, asking if we’d be interested in helping them throw their own Pride party and we responded with a resounding Yes!
In just a few days, CSMT put together a dinner for 30 consisting of both meat and vegetarian versions of
Sloppy Joes plus fixings, several side dishes and cupcakes. We also provided lots of decorations, flowers, and
a card letting them know they are loved. They had a great party and shared they loved the food and decorations. A staff member said they were particularly touched by the card and displayed it in the house.
Huge thanks to CSMT members Ruth Tebow, Ellen Cook, Margaret Gainer, Judy Stevens, Trish Fay, Laurel
Rupp and Gloria Bordeaux-Pacholec for providing the meal and to Janet Merriman for creating the lovely
card.
In addition to supporting New Haven’s Pride party, we finally got the okay to drop off the many contributions you donated way back in March just before Shelter-In-Place was mandated. We dropped of a Prius
chock full of bed linens, towels, pillows, toiletries and art supplies. All this was in addition to the $465 we
received in monetary donations that were forwarded to New Haven Inn in early April. Thank you everyone
for your open hearts and generosity and a very special thank you to United Disciples Fellowship for their
generous $250 gift! Both the staff and residents were deeply touched and grateful to receive it all.
How I love my church!
Thank you all!
Trish Fay
Community Services Ministry Team
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Council Highlights
August 1 - September 30
7:00 pm—7:00am Safe Car Parking
Saturday August 1
5:00 pm UDF Virtual Meeting
Monday August 3
2:30 pm Mega Staff Zoom Meeting
Tuesday August 4
7:00 pm
Monday August 10
11:00 am Dreamers Choice Lunch
Thursday August 13
11:00 am Grief Support Zoom Mtg
Monday August 17
Spire Articles Due
Tuesday August 18
1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sort
Thursday August 20
3:00 pm SVSP Partners Zoom Mtg
Thursday August 27
11:00 am Grief Support Zoom Mtg

Ongoing Virtual Meetings
Sunday
10:00 am FCCSJ Virtual Worship
11:00 am Zoom Coffee Hour
11:30 am Adult Forum Zoom
Monday
12:15 pm Dream Group Zoom Meeting
2:30 pm Mega Staff Zoom Mtg (1st Mon)
330 pm Spiritual Explore. Zoom (2nd
7:00 pm Social Media Group Zoom
Tuesday
11:30 am Lectionary Bible Study Zoom
7:30 pm Church Council Mtg (1st Tues)
6:30 pm Trustees Zoom Meeting
Wednesday
11:00 am Staff Meeting Zoom (2nd, 3rd & 4th)
11:00 am Cookie Ministry
4:40 pm Lectionary Bible Study Zoom
If your group would like to be included,
please contact the office.

Acknowledgments & Celebrations:

 Penny thanked Kristin & Brian Link, for getting a virtual

choir going, and thanks to Patrick Campbell, who will edit
the many recordings into a unified choral presentation

 Kristin Link thanked the choir for taking the risk in singing
in such an exposed way.

 Karen Winchester celebrated Ellen Cook’s ingenuity in organizing a Cookie Ministry to bring cookies to homeless
members of the LGBTQ community.

 Charles Weidmann thanked Brian Link for organizing the
Silicon Valley Sponsoring Committee presentation at the
Adult Forum on July 12.

 Anne Swanson thanked Cindy Eckhardt & Mary Mathai for
scheduling and hosting the weekly Dream Group Zoom
meetings.

Highlights:
Kristin Link shared her proposal for a safe transition from Shelter in Place for the FCCSJ community, and offered a motion.
 Because much of our congregation is in at-risk categories,
we should continue to meet and worship and meet remotely through the end of 2020.

 Motion: Kristin moved that: In order to protect the health

and safety of our congregation and community in the time
of Covid-19, First Congregational Church of San Jose will
continue to worship and meet remotely through the end of
December, 2020. A determination of whether and when to
return to 1980 Hamilton will be made after careful study of
the available lite in the fall of 2020 and discussed at the
December 1, 2020 Church Council meeting.
Second: John Cummings
Motion Carried

Brian Link presented the details for hosting the Safe Car Park
for August 1 September 30
 An orientation will be offered during Coffee Hour on July
25

 Services offered will be adapted to Covid-19 requirements:

We will only offer parking, bathroom facilities, and a weekly meal. Masks required, no morning or evening hospitality
time, and meals will be packed in to-go containers.

 Other details will be worked out, including, among other

things, coordinating with Springbridge, whether testing will
be offered, if we can offer a welcome package.
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AUGUST
Mariel Oliver
David Snook-Luther
Dave Elliott
Judy Stevens
Keith Casto
Allison Donnelly-Sheridan
Mark Knudsen
Kristin Link
Barbara Kilburn
Karen Winchester
Jennifer Busam
Dorrie Clark
Marie Grady
Rev. Penny Phillips
Scott Buchholz
Mary Rothgeb
Kathryn Vandiver
Helen Battad
Emily Cox
Karen Armor

AUGUST
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/3
8/5
8/6
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/11
8/12
8/12
8/17
8/17
8/18
8/18
8/19
8/27
8/27
8/31

8/1
8/2
Rev. Art & Joanne Domingue 8/8
Bryan & Marie Grady
8/9
Connie & Darrell Gray
8/10
Kathryn & Bryan Vandiver
8/13
Helen & Jack Battad
8/14
Barbara & Dale Gilbert
8/14
Aimy & Julia Franco
8/15
8/18
Alan & Betsey Woodward
8/18
Carla & Ron Zaccheo
8/19
Deanne & Sean Everton
8/26
Maxine & Ray Lubow
8/28
Anne & David Swanson
8/30

In Our
Thoughts
& Prayers

Marsha & Maurice Stevenson

2020 SPIRE DATES
Month
Deadline
Mailing
September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26
October
Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30
November Mon. Oct. 19 Oct. 28
December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25
January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30




Billie Cole




Noel Tebo





Sonia Molina







Mariel Oliver



All those who
struggling with family changes.



All those who are
recipients of hospice
care.



The women at
Elmwood Jail.



All Military active
duty and all Veterans; May we be a
welcoming congregation for all those
who have served
(and their families)
in the Armed Forces

Staff Office Hours
During the Shelter at Home time, the church office is closed. Staff
members are working from home and monitoring their church emails.
Phone messages left on the church office number are forwarded to staff
members.
Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday — Wednesday & takes Thursday &
Friday off. Available weekly from Saturday through Wednesday . Do not
expect a reply on Thursday or Friday.
Maryann’s office hours are Monday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment.
Cindy - Office manager is in the office Monday — Friday from 9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Dianne & Lionel
Kirton
Norma Olavarri
passed away July 13,
2020
Martha Guthrie
Darlene Bogle &
Becky Lake

Helen Battad
Betty Kirtland
Thomas Schweizer
All those who are
helping us get thru
this time.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Monday—Friday)
Office: (408) 377-7121

VIRTUAL WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

Children’s Church School
Check the web site for more information
www.firstccsj.org

Mission Statement: To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation!

