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Rev. Tom’s Message
Dear Friends,
How is everyone doing? It just
seems so very strange to not be
able to see your faces on a Sunday
morning, or talk to you during a
bible study or when you drop by
the office. I feel particularly out of
touch, and I have a feeling that your
experience may be very similar. In
most ways our current shelter-inplace practices are highlighting just
how very social we all are at heart,
and how much we take for granted
our ability to move around the
world at will. I know I’m learning
more about myself than I might
otherwise have done, and not all of
it is encouraging. Still, there are
some useful lessons that are beginning to emerge. I think about how
inventive we are about finding ways
of communicating with one another. Although this also underscores
the limits of digital communication,
namely, people need to plug in
from both sides. The effort we each
must make differs remarkably from
the effort to come to worship and
fellowship. It requires a little more
technical willingness/knowhow and
illustrates just how different the
world is now from the one many of
us inhabited decades ago. What is
possible, and what is required, are
the two sides of this coin and it is
by-turns both remarkable and frustrating. But here we are, for the moment.
I am learning a great deal about
basic human instinct and behavior.
There is something very culturally
primitive about our impulsive
hoarding and our anxiety around
following the rules. These are deep
seated survival instincts and take a
certain amount of cognitive processing to overcome. It is amazing
to observe the results of these very
human traits in the midst of a cul-

ture of such abundance. We
thought we had been educated
and spiritually disciplined to share,
to look out for each other, to think
about the community, but uess
what…
In the last few weeks I have been
learning way more than I ever
wanted to learn about creating videos and publishing them on line.
Way more. And I have had a crash
course in thinking differently about
worship as well. What works in the
sanctuary doesn’t necessarily work
on video. I have no idea where this
will lead, but I hope it isn’t a skill
set that will entirely go to waste
once we can claim the presence of
the gathered body again. And I
know we will be able to do so.
What a celebration that will be. I
really do miss seeing you all, and I
look forward to that moment of
reunion. Especially miss looking
into your faces as we share communion with one another.
I don’t know how, or how different,
it will be upon our return to something we recognize as normal life.
Perhaps everything will quickly return to the ordinary and present
events will pass by like Christmas
celebrations, quickly fading in
memory and melding with other
such moments. Perhaps our current circumstances will remain indelibly imprinted on our hearts and
minds. More likely, we will return
to a normal set of behaviors but as
individuals and communities that
have been changed noticeably. It
will be very interesting to see what
happens.
For now though, I hope you all
continue to take very good care of
yourselves and those you love. I
hope you continue to remember
your church family as well, both in

United Disciples
Fellowship
Saturday, May 2, 2020
5:00 p.m.

Location: Virtual Meeting and
viewing through Zoom/Internet
(if the Moderator can make the
technology work).
All are welcome!
For more information or to get
the meeting link and password,
contact Shelley Wessels at
skwessels24@gmail.com.
terms of being as present as you
are able, and in terms of helping
the community be more effective in
meeting your needs. Let us know
what we might help do for you. Let
us know what prayer needs you
might have, what needs for contacts or insight, or supplies, or care
you might have. Remember, this is
not just different for you but for
everyone and we are all learning
together how to muddle through.
Find moments of blessing for yourself and others, and stay in touch.
See you soon,
Tom
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Ways for Mobile Giving
Did you know the church staff
continues to work during the
Shelter in Place orders? It takes
many people to produce the
online services, the virtual Fellowship Hour, handle all the communications and maintain our campus. While some tasks have been
suspended, there are many new
ones being handled. The church
is continuing to pay all of our staff
during this time and they have all
taken on added responsibilities in
this work remotely situation. The
church is also committed to continuing to support the local charities we were supporting with our
loose plate offerings. They need
our help now more than ever.
Here is how you can help. You
can make donations online or via
your mobile device as well as mail
your gift to the church. FCCSJ utilizes a secure PCI compliant payment processing vendor to manage the transaction and your financial payment details are never
stored on any church computer
system.
You can make one time or reoccurring gifts to the church, give
towards your pledge, support the
identified special charity of the
month or make a donation to any
other of the church supported
funds all in one place. If you

make a general donation and
have an active pledge with the
church, your donation will be
credited to your pledge. If you
want to give to a cause that is not
listed, select “other” and enter the
name of the fund/program you
are donating too (such as “loose
plate” to support the charity of
the month).
You can give by credit card, debit
card or electronic payment from
your bank account through this
secure process. The debit/bank
account option has the lowest
transaction fees. If you set up an
account, you can manage recurring gifts, edit your payment information and view your giving
history. The first time you give,
you will need to provide your payment details but each subsequent
gift will just be a few clicks or simple text.

GIVE NOW

There are Three Ways to Give
Online Portal: You can also use
the “Give Now” button on the
church website and this will take
you to our Give Now portal where
you can make a donation or give
towards your pledge. It is the
easiest way to set up and manage
your online giving account.
Mobile App: Use the Give Plus
Church app on your mobile device. Simply search the App/Play
store for “GivePlus Church”,
download and follow the instructions to set up an account or donate as a guest. When you first
use the app, you search for the
church by zip code (95125) then
select our church. Once you set
up your account, the app offers
the most flexible giving options.
Text Message: Text a donation
amount to 844-744-6274. On
your first text, you will receive a
secure link to set up your payment information. Once set up,
this is the fastest and easiest way
to give.
Visit our Giving web page for
more details. This service also
allows the church to process credit card payments for fund raisers,
bake sales and other on-site activities. Contact Mark Domnauer,
Treasurer@firstccsj.org, for more
details.

FCCSJ Stewardship Campaign - In Gathering Sunday May 3
Our FCCSJ Stewardship Campaign started March 23 and runs through May 3. All of us are stewards
of our church and we feel that "Many Spirits Equals One Heart". The Board of Trustees has recommended a total pledge goal of $325,000. We will be truly grateful for every pledge no matter the
amount. With your pledge, we can continue to grow church programs such as music, children and
youth ministries, adult education, and pastoral care. Please respond from your heart and give to
our church where everyone is welcome "no matter where you are on your journey", and our mission
is to understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. You can send your pledge to
the church office: Care of Jan Heymann.
Stewardship Ministry Team: Gwen Duffy, Laurel Eby, Liz Carey, Jan Heymann, Penny Phillips
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Tips for Engaging with On-Line Worship

Tips for Engaging with On-Line Worship
(adapted from Ministry During the Pandemic by Christine Cherry)
Some churches have had live-streamed/recorded services for years, but for quite a few of us, it is
a brand-new experience that we are still trying to figure out. It’s not just our leaders who are asking “How
do we do this?”, but people worshipping are also asking “How do I worship in a live-streamed/recorded
service?” The most fundamental shift to me is from watching to participating, that is, from passively observing a produced service to engaging as an active worshipper.
Here are a few practical suggestions.
Anticipate our worship! Prepare for the on line gathering. Contact friends to remind them about our
service.
Prepare the technology. Make sure you have reached the web site at least 15 minutes before the broadcast so that it is functioning well.
Create a setting for worship. I like to have flowers on the table, and I even light a candle. I like to
have my Bible handy so I can read the scripture as well as hear it being read in the service.
Get settled. Make sure the room lighting is good and you have comfortable seating.
Pray. Before the time of service, oﬀer a prayer out loud for those who will be involved, invoking
God’s presence. Pray for our pastor and worship leaders as they may be doing things they have not
done before, that is, leading worship without beautiful and handsome faces right in front of them!
Participate throughout the service. When we sing hymns, let’s really sing! When prayer is
oﬀered, let’s pray! If you want to stand, move your arms, clap your hands, kneel, do it! You might
think, what’s the point? No one can hear me. But I believe many CAN hear us because every time
we worship our magnificent and glorious Creator, we unite with so many others in the church triumphant, near and far, and they are worshipping also. So I will joyfully sing, and pray, and do some
movement to participate in worship.
Reflect on the service. Think about the music, the message, the setting throughout the rest of the
day and into the coming week. Reflecting on what held meaning or was remarkable (other than the
glitches that happen whenever/wherever to all of us) is a way to remind ourselves that our weekly
worship service at home has real significance. You might encourage our leaders by sending a note
(or email) as they pastor in this challenging time.

Worshipping remotely can easily become passive but I encourage everyone to do what we can to fully engage. Until we are all back in person in worship, let’s value our on- line worship and bring it into our
hearts.
If you have discovered other ‘engaging tips’, please let me know!
Thinking of you all at this challenging time, Rev. Penny
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What’s Your Plan?
In this very unusual and stressful time of illness, my hope is that our congregation members have
expressed their medical plans to someone, either in their family or a close friend. It would be good to be
familiar with two health care forms.
Advanced Directive: You can designate someone to act on your behalf when you are no longer capable of
making decisions. It needs to be signed by the person you designate and be witnessed (generally not by a
health care worker or your spouse). Make sure your designee knows they have the responsibility. POLST
Physicians Order for Life Sustaining Treatment: Must be signed by an MD/NP/PA. A copy of the POLST
form (one page) is a legally valid physician order. It complements the Advance Directive and is not intended
to replace that document. The POLST needs to be readily available/visible (perhaps left on the refrigerator
door) so EMT personal can receive it and be able to follow your wishes if they are called to your home.
In addition, our Church fortunately has forms to help you and you family plan services.

• Information and Wishes at the Time of My Death: to provide to our church office to assist the pastors.

• Funeral/Memorial Checklist: for your own personal planning.

And our own church information guide is available to you, “Funerals/Memorial Services”. These can be
shared easily via email or can be mailed if you prefer. Our Office Manager can provide information regarding the columbarium on our church grounds.

Resources for writing a will can be found online. Depending on the financial concerns in your will, a lawyer
may need to be involved.
If we can share our medical wishes and service plans with the appropriate people in our circle of caring,
it is actually a gift to them. It can actually be quite a relief to have “your plan” in place. Please let me
know if I can answer any questions, or you just want to talk about all this.

Rev. Penny Phillips 408-375-2848

feipeini@gmail.com

Calling All Graduates!
Please share with us the name of your graduate (Senior
High and above), name of the school, and what his or her
future plans are! Deadline for information to the church
office is May 18th. During worship on June 7, 2020, the
Special Gifts & Endowment Committee will be announcing
the Robert W. Porter Scholarship recipients. These scholarships are awarded to all graduating seniors who are
committed to a future vocation in helping others. Please
send graduate information to officemanager@firstccsj.org.

Volunteer Opportunities with Children and Youth
All of us have talents to offer. Family Ministries is always looking for people who are interested in sharing
their talents with the children and youth of this church. We have one-time opportunities such as leading
program for Kids Night Out. We have scheduled opportunities on Sunday morning teaching or helping in
Church School or helping with the Youth. If you are interested, please contact Maryann Coole.
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Council Highlights
Morning Women of Faith &
Evening Women of Faith will not
meet during May. We’ll let you
know our June plans in the June
Spire and by email. Meanwhile,
keep in touch by phone, electronic
mail/text or snail mail.

Cancelations
Deborah Circle has cancelled for
May 6th We hope to meet in June.
Indivisible Meetings are suspended.
4th Saturday Labyrinth Walks
are suspended until further notice.

Acknowledgments &

Highlights:

Celebrations:

Julie Horst reported on the work
of the Social Media Ministry team

 Council celebrated Charles
Weidmann’s birthday with
song and congratulations

•

 Mark Domnauer thanked the

Social Media team getting
worship online in such a short
timeline, and to Liz Carey,
Nancy Lucid, and Laurel Rupp
for creating the online church
school

 Carla Zaccheo acknowledged

Julie Horst and the Social Media Team, and Kristin Link for
leading her team in developing a church policy in response
to the COVID-19 emergency,
and to Nancy Lucid & Karen
Winchester for organizing the
Virtual Coffee Fellowship.
Thank you to Cindy Eckhardt
for keeping the office going,
and Jan Heymann & Maryanne
Coole for keeping the Stewardship Campaign going.

Our New Street Trees
One of the last requirements to
complete our sidewalk project
along Leigh Avenue was to plant
seven new street trees. When
the trees were planted last fall,
they had no leaves. Now they
are showing signs of new life
and have leafed out. The trees, Autumn Purple Ash (Fraxinus
americana), are a recent addition to the list of approved street
trees for the City of Campbell. These hardy trees are native to the
eastern U.S. and naturally occur in mature forests along with Sugar Maples, White Pines, Red Pines, and Red Maples. The mature
trees can grow to a height of 45 to 60 feet and are widely used as
street trees. The flowers are small and unimpressive but in the fall
the leaves give a beautiful display of colors ranging from reddishpurple to deep mahogany-purple, hence the name.

The team has been creating
online worship, starting with 4
Facebook Live worship services. They will move to prerecording the services and releasing the final version at the
time of the service.

They have been crafting our
church’s message for use on
all of our social media platforms. They agreed on the
theme of Connection, and are
developing media to deliver
that theme as it is lived out at
our church.
Rev. Tom Gough is creating a service of Tenebrae for Thursday that
will capture the essence of the traditional service. He is also working
on the Easter service, which will
include short videos by members
sharing what Resurrection could
look like in a post-COVID world.
Both services will be pre-recorded.
•

Connectedness/ Virtual Coffee
Fellowship: The Social Media
Team plans to use Zoom for a
virtual Coffee Hour after online
church service. They will pilot the
app on Easter.

Thanks Volunteers -

A huge thank you to Liz Carey,
Charles Weidmann and Karen Armor for volunteering last month
to help Second Harvest distribute
food to hungry families. They were
able to direct the cars and load up
more than 250 carloads of food.
The need is so great right now.
We are so glad they could help. If
you are able to help for the
monthof May, contact Judy Stevens, (stevensjudyk@gmail.com)
Community Service Ministry Team
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Family Ministries
Sunday School
In the event we meet in person
the schedule will be:
5/3 Family Worship
5/10 Church School
Younger Children
Story of Elisha and the Widow –
“A Little Jar of Oil”
Leader TBD
Older Children
Learning the Bible
Leader Liz Carey
5/17 Church School
Younger Children
Story of Elisha and Naaman –
“One, Two, Three, Four, Five,
Six, Seven!”
Leader TBD
Older Children
Learning the Bible
Leader Michal Stachnick
5/24 Church School
Younger Children
Story of Jonah –
“A Big Fish Story”
Leader TBD
Older Children
Learning the Bible
Leader TBD
5/31 Special All Church School
Outdoor Activities
As long as we do not meet in
person we will gather via
zoom.
The PK to 1st Zoom gathering
will be from 10:45 to 11:15
and will be led by Ms Liz and
Ms Nancy and they will do the
same story as scheduled plus
other fun for the day.
The 2nd to 5th Zoom gathering
will be from 10:30 to 11:00
and will be led by Ms Maryann
and will be a variety of stories,
games, and other activities.

Sunday Youth Schedule: Maryann’s Message
1st Sunday of the Month
5/3-Family Worship 10:00 am
to 11:15 am
2nd Sundays
5/10-Church Youth 10:00 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m.
What is it to be the church?
3rd Sundays
5/17-Youth at Play 10:00 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m.
This will be a time to check in
with everybody and play some
games.
4th Sundays
5/24-Youth in Church 10:00
a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
Focus on how events around
the world effect how we feel and
think.
5th Sundays
5/31-Outdoor Activities 10:00
a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
Sundays weekly
Youth Hang Out 11:15 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.
As long as we do not meet in
person we will gather via zoomfor games and check in every
Sunday at 12:00 to 12:30.

It is said that is takes 14 days to
break a habit or create a new one.
During this time when our normally busy on the go schedules has
been disrupted and we are finding
new ways of doing everything.
What is it that you would want to
make a habit?
 Going to bed or getting up earlier?
 Learn a musical instrument?
 Keeping your room clean?/

Making your bed?

 Learning Yoga?
 Learning to cook/bake?
 Write a book

All of the above take practice and
dedication. Take this month and
the time you have to create a habit that brings you joy and comfort.
Use 14 days in May to create that
new habit and see how you feel at
the end of May. I look forward to
a time where we can be together,
laugh and learn.
Invest (in yourself). Make sure
that you take care of yourself. Exercise and relax your body, mind
and soul. – From 20 Habits of
Happy People by Tiffaney J.
French

All Children (unless they are already in Infant
care) begin worship in the Sanctuary with the entire congregation. Following the Children’s Moment, they will be escorted to their Program
Rooms until 11:15. Note: On the 1st Sunday of each month, the children will remain in worship to experience Communion and our full
worship service with their parents. Pre-school children can remain in
worship or go to the nursery on those Sundays.
Pre-School Room 6: Our Pre-K to 1 graders will join a leader and
nursery attendants where there will be a Story time, crafts, and activities based on the “God Loves Me” curriculum. All Children must be
picked up by a guardian at 11:15.
Elementary Room 14: Children in grades 2nd to 5th join 2 adult leaders
for out “A Joyful Path”, a Progressive Christianity curriculum, which includes a story, discussion, individual and group activity time. All children must be picked up by a guardian at 11:15
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In Our Thoughts
& Prayers
May

May

Audrey Campbell-Eby

5/1

Dan & Julie Scheve

5/7

Ashley Rarick

5/2

Stan & Bonnie Hunt

5/28

Arsenio Punsal

5/2

Gordon & Kathy Sheridan

5/30

Marty Wohlwend

5/5

Terry Duffy & Gwen Lum-Duffy 5/26

Alan Woodward

5/6

Becky Lake

5/9

Staff Office Hours

Carol Hagler

5/9

Kathy Cilker

5/13

Eli Stachnick

5/13

Fletcher Stachnick

5/13

Helen Hansen

5/16

Kelley Baker

5/19

Diane Noren

5/20

Dana Elmore

5/21

Bryan Grady

5/21

Trish Fay

5/21

Judy Demers

5/28

Jan Heymann

5/29

Michael Nemcik

5/29

Debbie Earl

5/31

2020 SPIRE DATES
Month
Deadline
Mailing
January 2020 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27
February Mon. Jan. 20
Jan. 28
March
Mon. Feb. 17
Feb. 26
April
Mon. Mar. 16 Mar. 25
May
Mon. Apr. 20
Apr. 29
June
Mon. May 18 May 27
July
Mon. June 15 June 24
August
Mon. July 20
July 29
September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26
October
Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30
November Mon. Oct. 19
Oct. 28
December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25
January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30

During the Shelter at Home
time, the church office is closed.
Staff members are working from
home and monitoring their
church emails. Phone messages
left on the church office number
are forwarded to staff members.
Rev. Tom is in the office
Saturday — Wednesday & takes
Thursday & Friday off. Available
weekly from Saturday through
Wednesday . Do not expect a
reply on Thursday or Friday.
Maryann’s office hours are
Monday & Thursday 1:00 p.m. to
4:30 p.m.
Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed
9:00 a.m.-noon & by
appointment.
Cindy - Office manager is in the
office Monday — Friday from
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.





Billie Cole








Martha Guthrie




Thomas Schweizer



All those who struggling with
family changes.



All those who are recipients
of hospice care.




The women at Elmwood Jail.

Noel Tebo
Maryann Coole’s sister, Margery, recovering from surgery.
Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake
Mariel Oliver

Helen Battad
Betty Kirtland
The Family of Glen
Brynsvold who passed away
April 3, 2020. Cards can be
sent to Glen's son Randy and
his wife Barbara at the home
address in the church directory.
All those who are helping us
get thru this time.

All Military active duty and
all Veterans; May we be a
welcoming congregation for
all those who have served
(and their families) in the
Armed Forces
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May 2020

Saturday

2

5:00 pm

Sunday

3

10:00 am

Virtual Sunday Worship

3

11;30 am

Virtual Coffee Hour

Zoom

Monday

4

2:30 pm

Mega Staff Meeting

Zoom

Tuesday

5

7:30 pm

Church Council Meeting

Zoom

Sunday

10

10:00 am

Virtual Sunday Worship — Mother’s Day

Facebook

Sunday

17

10:00 am

Virtual Sunday Worship

Facebook

17

UDF Virtual Meeting — Saving Grace

Facebook

Mayetta Behringer Celebration of Life has been postponed until next year.

Monday

18

Tuesday

19

1:30 pm

Family Harvest Food Sorting

19

7:00 pm

Virtual Common Ground Meetings

Sunday

24

10:00 am

Monday

25

Sunday

31

Spire Articles Due

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
Mon 10:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
12:15 pm
2:30 pm
7:30 pm
Tues
3:30 pm
Wed
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
Wed-Sat10:00 am
Thur
7:30 pm

Church Office
Zoom

Virtual Sunday Worship

Facebook

Memorial Day
10:00 am

Office Closed

Virtual Sunday Worship

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS.

Sun

Zoom

FCC Worship
Sanctuary
FCC Fellowship
Fellowship Hall
Adult Forum
Friendship Room
Lectionary Study
Friendship Room
Staff Meeting
Rv. Tom’s Office
Morning Women of Faith(1st)Friendship Rm
Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2nd)
Courtyard
Dream Group
Friendship Room
Spiritual Practice(2nd) Rv. Tom’s Office
Bell Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Wake Up & Knit
Friendship Room
Prayer Group
Rev Tom’s Office
Evening Women of Faith(4th) off site
Organ Practice
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
Choir Room

Facebook
BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Church Council
Family Ministries
Common Ground
Trustees
Diaconate
Outreach
Fellowship
Executive Council

1st Tues
2nd Sun
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
4th Sun

Adult Learning
Special Gifts
Stewardship
Pastoral Relations
Personnel Policies

As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed

7:30 pm
11:30 am
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
11:30 am

Friendship Rm
Church Office
Friendship Rm
Friendship Rm
Sanctuary
Office
Room 14
Rv. Tom’s Office

See Spire Calendar
for dates and time.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday)

Children’s Church School and

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday)

Nursery Care are available

Mission Statement: To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation!

FCCSJ Help Wanted
Village House has suspended operation due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Churches are no longer able to
serve the health needs of our medically fragile ladies.
However, all 10 ladies currently in the program have
been rehoused in hotel rooms. This must be very costly,
though they hope to get everyone permanently settled
in 2 weeks. For more information or to donate to Village
House, go to their web page: https://
www.villagehousesccca.com/
Bill Wilson Drop In Center is in full operation, including
overnight “respite” service for (only) 10 people. This is a
government-mandated maximum, unless the city declares a “cold weather emergency” in which case they
can sleep 15. As I have reported before, we serve over 30
clients sometimes on Sloppy Joe Day. The CSMT has determined that we will carry on our community commitments, despite some risk. However, The Drop In Center is
not in need of food. They are being supplied with meals
by Martha’s Kitchen. Further, they have asked us not to
come in to volunteer until further notice, as they are very
stretched to keep social distancing already.

What is all the buzz about
Bees? Bee Facts:
�The flowers from which bees gather nectar affect honey’s smell, color and taste
�Only female honeybees can sting
�4000 bees weight about 1 pound
�Earliest record of honey collecting is an 8,000
year-old drawing in Spain’s Arana Caves.
Please turn in your Heifer donation by May 24th to
the church office with a note : Heifer Bee Project.

