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FCCSJ Stewardship Campaign  
Our FCCSJ Stewardship Campaign started March 23 and runs through May 3. All of us are stewards 

of our church and we feel that "Many Spirits Equals One Heart".  The Board of Trustees has recom-

mended a total pledge goal of $325,000.  We will be truly grateful for every pledge no matter the 

amount. With your pledge, we can continue to grow church programs such as music, children and 

youth ministries, adult education, and pastoral care.  More information will be given in a letter with 

the pledge card and brochure mailed around April 6.  Please respond from your heart and give to 

our church where everyone is welcome "no matter where you are on your journey", and our mission 

is to understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team:  Gwen Duffy, Laurel Eby, Liz Carey, Jan Heymann, Penny Phillips 

The Spire Å April 2020 

First Congregational Church of San Jose Å UCC Å In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship 

Holy Week 

Worship with Us on Sunday mornings by computer! As long as our health officials recommend we 

shelter at home, Rev. Tom and his team are offering Live Streamed Worship services from the 

church's Facebook page. www.facebook.com/FCCSanJose at 10:00 a.m. You should be able to view 

the service whether you have a Facebook account or not. Rev. Tom is also emailing out a Daily 

Prayer. If you are would like to receive the Daily Prayer, please call the church office with your cur-

rent email address. 

Sunday April 5th ñ Palm Sunday Service  ñ 10:00 a.m. On-Line Worship Only 

Thursday April 9th ñ Maundy Thursday Serviceñ7:30p.m.  

Sunday April 12th ñ Easter Sunday Serviceñ10:00 a.m. 

On-Line Church School 

On-Line Church School is happening every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. until we meet in person again. 

If you want to participate and have not received a link by 10:30a.m. Saturday 

morning, please email Maryann at youthdirector@firstccsj.org with email the link 

should be sent to. 

There will also be a Youth check in at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday.  If you want to par-

ticipate and have not received a link by 10:30 a.m. Saturday morning, please email 

Maryann at youthdirector@firstccsj.org with email the link should be sent to. 

http://www.facebook.com/FCCSanJose
mailto:youthdirector@firstccsj.org
mailto:youthdirector@firstccsj.org
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Dear Friends, 

You know you are in interesting 

times when the elephant in the 

room is too small to see without a 

scanning electron microscope. The 

CORVID-19 issue is very much a 

global issue in ways that we have 

never really had to consider be-

fore. Somehow, in the western 

world (and especially in the US) we 

have gotten away for an awfully 

long time now imagining that we 

were impervious to the pestilence 

that so often crops up in other 

parts of the world. The wars and 

contagions of other places have 

had very little impact on day to 

day life in most of our communi-

ties, outside of those who have 

profited handsomely from the 

tragedies of others. But here we 

are, all locked down around the 

world, in this together as the world 

appears to be caving in.  

Itõs early days yet, relatively speak-

ing, and while our mandated isola-

tion may already feel interminable, 

it isnõt likely that we will emerge, 

when we do, to a world that is un-

altered. There is going to be a 

ònew normaló as the glib little ex-

pression goes. What that will be is 

anyoneõs guess at this point, but at 

the very least we are likely to 

emerge (and we will) with greatly 

altered perspectives and priorities 

both as individuals and as commu-

nities. This pandemic is going to 

drive a whole lot of change in the 

world. 

Church communities, like any oth-

er, have been scrambling around 

trying to address what seems criti-

cal to us, even trying to figure out, 

under the circumstances, what ac-

tually is critical to us. Some of our 

co-religionists have determined 

that nothing ought to change, that 

the maintenance of the institu-

tionally sanctified spiritual life is 

of paramount importance. In 

places such religious communities 

have been pressuring their politi-

cal representatives to exempt 

them from the bans on gathering 

in groups. Others have found 

themselves insisting that such 

sacred liturgical treasures as holy 

communion are themselves di-

vinely exempted from the virus 

itself. Some have immersed their 

communities in tales of eschato-

logical apocalypticism (try saying 

that ten times fast) as they await 

the angels of the end times 

(because this always works out so 

well). But most of us have come 

quickly to recognize that it is in 

fact the members of our commu-

nities, and the communities 

themselves, that form the highest 

levels of significance for us. That 

we would, in short, be nowhere 

worthwhile without each other.  

As human beings who have man-

aged to go bouncing through 

most of our lives without a neces-

sary glance over our collective 

shoulders at the specter of mor-

tality just there keeping pace, this 

is a significant existential moment 

surfacing a few things we have 

successfully repressed for a while. 

We are mortal, we are vulnerable, 

we can be threatened by some-

thing we can neither see nor im-

agine fully. We need each other. It 

may well yet be that our friends 

and our families and our neigh-

bors will pause to consider ques-

tions of ultimacy, to think their 

fears through to some troubling 

conclusions. Perhaps it will be-

come an epidemic of people 

questioning the value of a life 

that over-emphasizes comfort 
(Continued on page 7) 

Rev. Tomõs Message 

Acknowledgments & 

Celebrations: 

 ̈To Rev. Tom Gough for his car-
ing ministry to the several 
grieving families of our elderly 
members as they prepare for  
their loved onesõ memorial ser-
vices.  

 ̈To Julie Horst for leading the 
Social Media Ministry Team, 
which started February 29   

 
Highlights: 

§ Mark Domnauer presented an 

overview of the property man-

agement assessment process 

undertaken by Trustees to de-

termine the best uses of our 

property to support our con-

gregation. Trustees will keep 

the congregation informed 

ahead of the congregational 

meeting in June. 

§ Charles Weidmann updated the 

Council on the Sanctuary im-

provement plan ahead of the 

forum to be held after church 

on March 8. That forum will of-

fer an overview of our current 

plan, and share the updated 

plan, and discuss why these 

improvements are needed and 

should be done at this time.  

§ Kristin Link proposed forming a 

Ministry Team to create a re-

sponse plan to the COVID-19 

epidemic.   Such a plan would 

help us be ready if the city re-

quires action in response, or if 

one of our members should fall 

ill. Interested members will 

meet after church on March 8 

to discuss our needs and re-

sponsibilities, and ways of ad-

dressing them.  

Council Highlights 
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Morning Women of Faith & 

Evening Women of Faith will not 

meet during April. Weõll let you 

know our May plans in the May 

Spire and by email. Meanwhile, 

keep in touch by phone, electronic 

mail/text or snail mail. 

Music 

in a Time Apart 

Hello dear friends. It seems unreal 

to not be able to be together in 

the middle of Lent. Usually I am 

planning rehearsals down to the 

minute so we can be prepared for 

Holy Week and the concert in 

May.  

I am so thankful that the Handbell 

and Chancel Choirs scrambled to 

record a few of our pieces so we 

can share our music with you on-

line during this time of hunkering 

down and staying safe. Youõll find 

them attached to our virtual wor-

ship service each week on our 

church Facebook page.  

What comes next for us? Itõs a very 

good question. I do hope that we 

will be able to gather together 

safely by May 9th for our annual 

choir concert (or sooner!). We will 

obviously have fewer pieces ready 

to perform, but those of you who 

have been begging for a hymn 

sing may just get their wish. 

In the meantime, I will share with 

you the lyrics to the Lutkin version 

of Numbers 6:24-26. If you have 

ever sung in a high school or 

church choir, you may well be able 

to hear the choir sing: 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 

The Lord lift His countenance up-

on you; 

And give you peace, and give you 

peace. 

The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you, 

And be gracious unto you, be gra-

cious. 

The Lord be gracious, gracious 

unto you.   Amen 

With a song in my heart, 

Kristin Link 

United Disciples Fellowship has 

cancelled the UDF meeting for 

April 4th. 

Deborah Circle has cancelled for 

April 1st.  We hope to meet on 

May 6th. 

Indivisible Meetings are sus-

pended.  

Rebuilding Day, scheduled for 

Saturday, April 25, 2020, has been 

POSTPONED by Rebuilding To-

gether Silicon Valley.  Registration 

for volunteers has also been sus-

pended.  Hopefully, a new Re-

building Day will be announced 

for sometime in the near future.  

Thanks for your willingness to be 

of service!   Liz Carey 

Church Work Day has been post-

poned indefinitely. 

Cancelations Special Gifts and 

Endowment Fund 

Grants 

Background: Any established 

Board, Committee or Ministry 

Team of the Church may com-

plete an application for a grant 

from the Special Gifts and Endow-

ment Fund Annual Grants, funded 

by a portion of the interest in-

come earned on endowment 

funds.  Grants are awarded for 

one-time projects not included 

in the Churchõs operating budg-

et.  Subsidizing expenses normal-

ly included in the Churchõs oper-

ating budget are not eligible for 

this purpose. 

Purpose:  Grants are awarded to 

projects which best accomplish 

one or more of the following 

items: 

¶ Enable the Churchõs focus or 

other priority program. 

¶ Demonstrate an innovative 

ministry for a trial period. 

¶ Extend our outreach activities. 

¶ Improve our facilities or 

grounds. 

Time line:  Grant applications 

must be received at the Church 

Office by April 19, 2020.  Applica-

tions received after the deadline 

may not be considered. 

SG&E Grant Expense Submittals 

If you have been awarded a SG&E grant please note there is a special 

SG&E Expense Form you must use to submit your actual expenses to 

the bookkeeper or to account for a credit card charge on one of the 

church credit cards. The pre approved expense form will be provided to 

you when you are notified your grant was approved.  As part of the pro-

cess, if your actual expenses exceed the amount of the grant you must 

also provide the additional account to be charged.  This will help us ac-

count for the expenses correctly and match the expense to the right 

grant. If there are any special needs regarding your grant expenses, 

please contact the Church Treasurer, 

Mark Domnauer. 



Donation Drive for New Haven Inn On Hold 
Dear Church,  

First, thank you to all who so kindly donated items and cash to support New Haven Inn.  The recent turn of 

events has forced us to table our last week of collection until a later date.   

Though I donõt know exactly how many items you dropped  at our table, I DO know the closet is chock full 

and your monetary donations were, as always, very generous!  

Thank you to all who have donated. And if you didnõt get a chance to donate, fear not!  Your chance is com-

ing!  Linens, toiletries and art suppliesê. Keep it in mind!   

May you all be strong and healthy, may you all be at peace.  

Blessings,  Trish Fay 
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Safe Parking 

In spite of everything going on with the current covid

-19 crisis, the work of safe parking continues so that 

those whose only shelter is their car have access to 

social services and basic facilities. First Congregational 

Church had successful month of hosting as a pilot 

program in October with a Saratoga-based rotation. 

Now we have branched out from that rotation and 

worked with other churches in Campbell and San Jose 

to create a new rotation in the center of the valley. At 

the beginning of January, we launched Silicon Valley 

Safe Parking (SVSP) with six other churches and a 

high school. Our partners are: 

Campbell United Church of Christ 

Christ the Good Shepherd 

Stone Church of Willow Glen 

Cornerstone Church of Silicon Valley 

Menlo Church, San Jose Campus 

WestGate Church, San Jose Campus 

Bellarmine College Prep 

SVSP has been fortunate to also partner with the so-

cial services agency, Amigos de Guadalupe, which 

screens the participating guests and provides social 

workers to them. This is the same agency that sup-

ported our pilot so well in October. 

There are currently 8-10 cars parking with SVSP each 

night. At the moment I am writing, none of our guests 

have shown any symptoms of covid-19, but the chal-

lenges of the virus have caused us to rapidly adjust 

how the program is run. Unlike our program in Octo-

ber, few volunteers are participating and there is no 

hospitality hour, to minimize inter-person contact. 

Guests have been invited to stay at the current 

churchõs parking lot during the day as well because 

libraries and community centers are closed. Amigos is 

working to provide: extra food through Second Har-

vest, personal hygiene and cleaning kits, and a con-

nection to county temporary hotel housing if isolation 

is needed. It is wonderful that even though all of the 

churches in our partnership have closed their own in-

person worship services, none have dropped out of 

the safe parking program. 

Looking to the future, FCC is currently scheduled to 

host again in September, though it may make more 

sense for us to host earlier, for example in June, to 

address a gap in the rotation schedule. We are still 

looking to add enough partners to fill the schedule 

for an entire year and I am frequently meeting with 

other churches and schools. We are also asking the 

county for added funding to support social workers at 

Amigos. SVSP has just increased the capacity for safe 

parking in Santa Clara County and we need the sup-

port services to keep up. Through the work of some 

of our partners and county administrators, there is a 

proposal working its way through the current county 

budget process. 

Thank you for all your help and support in this im-

portant ministry! As always, weõll be grateful for vol-

unteers once we get close to our month of hosting, 

and Brian Link and Karen Armor are always glad to 

share information and discuss ideas.  

Silicon Valley Safe Parking (SVSP) 
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Sunday 

School 

All Children 

(unless they 

are already in 

Infant care) 

begin worship 

in the Sanctu-

ary with the entire congregation. 

Following the Children's Moment, 

they will be escorted to their Pro-

gram Rooms until 11:15. Note: On 

the 1st Sunday of each month, the 

children will remain in worship to 

experience Communion and our 

full worship service with their par-

ents. Pre-school children can re-

main in worship or go to the 

nursery on those Sundays. 

Pre-School Room 6: Children ages 

3-6 join our Nursery attendants 

for story-time, crafts, and activi-

ties. All children must be picked 

up by a guardian at 11:15.  

Elementary Room 8: Children in 

grades K-5 join 2 adult leaders for 

our Illustrated Earth, Celebrating 

God's Creation curriculum, which 

includes a Bible-based story, dis-

cussion, individual and group ac-

tivity time. All children in grade 3 

and under must be picked up by a 

guardian at 11:15.  

Page 5 

4/5  Palm Sunday  On-Line 

Worship Only  

4/12  Easter Sunday will be a 

time for families to worship to-

gether 

4/19   Church School 

Younger Children 

 Leader Kayla Knebel 

Story of Jesusõ return to Heaven ð 

òGoodbye ð for Nowó 

Older Children 

 Leader Dennis Noren 

Learning the Bible 

4/26   Church School 

Younger Children 

 Leader Sara Thurston 

Story of Godõs call to Samuel  ð 

òSamuel! Samueló 

Older Children 

 Leader Michal Stachnick 

Learning the Bible 

Sunday Youth Schedule: 
1st Sunday of the Month 

 4/5-Palm Sunday Families 

worship together 10:00 a.m. 

 On-Line Worship Only  

2nd Sundays 

 4/12-Easter Sunday Families 

worship together 10:00 a.m. 

3rd Sundays 

 4/19-Youth at Play 10:00 a.m. 

to 11:15 a.m.  This will be a time to 

check in with everybody and play 

some games. 

Youth Hang Out 11:15 to 1p.m. 

4th Sundays 

 4/26-World Youth 10:00 a.m. 

to 11:15 a.m.  Focus on how 

events around the world effect 

how we feel and think.  

Youth Hang Out 11:15 to 1p.m. 

Maryannõs Message 
It is Spring ñ Enjoy all things new ñ Spend some time smelling the 

flowers, inspecting a new bud, watching the bees and hummingbirds, 

give a name to all of the squirrels that you see, take a walk with family 

or take a picture of a beautiful flower.   

Each week in April do something to help your parents.  It could be to 

organize the òjunk draweró, clean your room before they ask, do the 

dusting, pulling weeks, or help prepare dinner. 

Any week when worship and church school are sus-

pended, I will be sending a story and activities which 

can be done as a family.  In addition, there will be 

periodic messages which may include activity sheets, 

quotes, and thoughts. 

Family Ministries 
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FCCSJ Help Wanted 

Thank You! 
A huge thank you to Kristin and 

Brian Link and Terry Duffy for vol-

unteering at the Second Harvest 

food distribution on March 17.  

Because of them, 4 San Jose State 

students and the site coordinator, 

many families were able to receive 

boxes of produce and food staples 

for the month. This is a critical ser-

vice for our community and we 

are blessed that Kristin, Brian and 

Terry were able to help. 

Village House has suspended op-

eration due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic. Churches are no longer 

able to serve the health needs of 

our medically fragile ladies. How-

ever, all 10 ladies currently in the 

program have been rehoused in 

hotel rooms. This must be very 

costly, though they hope to get 

everyone permanently settled in 2 

weeks. For more information or to 

donate to Village House, go to 

their web page: https://

www.villagehousesccca.com/ 

Bill Wilson Drop In Center is in 

full operation, including overnight 

òrespiteó service for (only) 10 peo-

ple. This is a government-

mandated maximum, unless the 

city declares a òcold weather 

emergencyó in which case they 

can sleep 15. As I have reported 

before, we serve over 30 clients 

sometimes on Sloppy Joe Day. 

The CSMT has determined that we 

will carry on our community com-

mitments, despite some risk. How-

ever, The Drop In Center is not in 

need of food. They are being sup-

plied with meals by Marthaõs 

Kitchen. Further, they have asked 

us not to come in to volunteer un-

til further notice, as they are very 

stretched to keep social distancing 

already.  

 

Prayer  by Maya Angelou 

Father, Mother, God, 

Thank you for your presence 

during the hard and mean days. 

For then we have you to lean upon. 

Thank you for your presence 

during the bright and sunny days, 

for then we can share that which we have 

with those who have less. 

And thank you for your presence 

during the Holy Days, for then we are able 

to celebrate you and our families 

and our friends. 

For those who have no voice, 

we ask you to speak. 

For those who feel unworthy, 

we ask you to pour your love out 

in waterfalls of tenderness. 

For those who live in pain, 

we ask you to bathe them 

in the river of your healing. 

For those who are lonely, we ask 

you to keep them company. 

For those who are depressed, 

we ask you to shower upon them 

the light of hope. 

Dear Creator, You, the borderless 

sea of substance, we ask you to give to all the 

world that which we need mostñPeace. 

attribution: WORLD PRAYERS 

www.worldprayers.org 

https://www.villagehousesccca.com/
https://www.villagehousesccca.com/
https://www.worldprayers.org/
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After a week of planning and coordinating, the Corona Virus Task is rolling out our version of Coffee Fel-

lowship for these trying times. The chairs of the many boards, committees, and other groups that meet reg-

ularly have been asked to arrange for their groups to create telephone trees or other buddy systems so 

that everyone will receive some sort of communication on a regular basis, about once a week. If you are 

not part of all that, do not feel lonely, for we have a group ready to give you a call or email, as well. 

Why are we all calling each other? To check up on each other and support each other, whether it is with 

some shelf-stable groceries, or just to keep each other company.  We have a long history of 

looking out for each other, and this is just the latest, if most intense, way of doing that.   

Here are some suggestions for engaging interactions: 

¶ Buddies or groups watching a shared TV show (loosely defined) followed by a chat 

¶ Sharing links to YouTube videos or TEDTalks 

¶ Online book groups to discuss what weõre reading 

(perhaps not coronavirus-related) 

¶ Sending notes, even to those who live online 

 

For members in need: Someone at some point may need groceries or other supplies to get by. We sug-

gest buddies offer to bring shelf-stable groceries or other items and leave them of the porch to avoid pos-

sible transmission of the dread virus. If your buddy or the associated group cannot help, please let me or 

Nancy know, and we can get help for the person in need. If nec-

essary, we can access the food pantry in Fellowship Hall.  

Karen Winchester (karen.winchester@gmail.com) 408-658-3887 

Nancy Lucid (nancylucid@gmail.com) 408-269-1748 

With hope for weathering this storm, 

Karen  & Nancy  

and pleasure and status. How well 

will we articulate the transforming 

power of genuine community 

then? 

In the coming weeks (months?) 

many such questions will arise for 

us Iõm sure. Between the hand-

washing and the distance keeping 

we will want for increasingly signif-

icant ways to respond to a hurting 

world. I know we will find them. For 

the moment we have thrown our 

quest for new forms of on-line 

communication into high gear and 

we will be trying out a variety of 

possibilities to keep us engaged 

and connected one to another. 

Some of these will work better 

than others of course. If you hap-

pen to notice that we are doing 

badly something that you can do 

well ð donõt hang back, help us out. 

If you have a notion of something 

that would perhaps be helpful in 

our pursuit of strengthening our 

ties, bring it forward ð now is not 

the time to be reticent. It takes a 

community to build a community. 

Together, we can negotiate this 

rough terrain. Together we can 

mourn the losses and celebrate the 

victories. Together. 

Godõs blessings on you all, 

Tom Gough  

(Continued from page 2) 

mailto:karen.winchester@gmail.com
mailto:nancylucid@gmail.com
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April 

Nancy Kell 4/3 

Glen Brynsvold 4/6 

Cindy Eckhardt 4/6 

Logan Stachnick 4/6 

Charles Weidmann 4/7 

Val Billuris 4/8 

James Donnelly 4/10 

Erik Houts 4/11 

Lotyss Pino 4/14 

Jack Battad 4/19 

Maurice Stevenson 4/19 

Michael Howden 4/21 

Jan Russell 4/23 

Marsha Pollak 4/23 

Brenda Eberle 4/27 

Kristina Villarreal 4/29 

April 

Dave & Pat Elliott 4/9 

Patrick Campbell & Laurel Eby 4/9 

Howard & Marilyn Cohen 4/24 

Bob & Julie Horst 4/30 

In Our Thoughts 

& Prayers 

Z Billie Cole 

Z Noel Tebo 

Z Martha Guthrie 

Z Darlene Bogle & Becky 
Lake 

Z Mariel Oliver 

Z Helen Battad 

Z Betty Kirtland 

Z The family of Gertrude 
Wright who passed away 
February 27, 2020. 

Z The family of Mary Mar-
garet Hughes who passed 
away March 12, 2020. 

Z Thomas Schweizer 

Z All those who are helping 
us get thru this time. 

Z All those who struggling 
with family changes. 

Z All those who are recipi-
ents of hospice care. 

Z The women at Elmwood 
Jail. 

Z All Military active duty 
and all Veterans; May we 
be a welcoming congrega-
tion for all those who have 
served (and their families) 
in the Armed Forces  

2020 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

January 2020 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27 

February Mon. Jan. 20 Jan. 28 

March Mon. Feb. 17 Feb. 26 

April Mon. Mar. 16 Mar. 25 

May Mon. Apr. 20 Apr. 29 

June Mon. May 18 May 27 

July Mon. June 15 June 24 

August Mon. July 20 July 29 

September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26 

October Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30 

November  Mon. Oct. 19 Oct. 28 

December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25 

January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30 

Staff Office Hours 
During the Shelter at Home 

time, the church office is closed. 

Staff members are working from 

home and monitoring their 

church emails. Phone messages 

left on the church office number 

are forwarded to staff members.  

Rev. Tom is in the office 

Saturday ñ Wednesday & takes 

Thursday & Friday off.  Available 

weekly from Saturday through 

Wednesday . Do not expect a 

reply on Thursday or Friday. 

Maryannõs office hours are 

Monday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. 

Kristinõs hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by 

appointment.  

Cindy - Office manager is in the 

office Monday ñ Friday from 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Happy  

      Easter!  


