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The Spire • December 2019
Annual Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 11th, 2019
At 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
our theme

“Frosty and Friends”

You are invited to decorate a table with your favorite
snow people. We have a delicious meal planned with pot roast, meat loaf, roast chicken and many sides.
Vegetarian and gluten free options are available. There will be door prizes and festive entertainment provided by The Zingers. The Zingers will also have us join them in a Christmas sing-along. Tickets are $25.00 and
will be on sale each Sunday in November. The planning committee welcomes any donations of door
prizes. Please contact Betsey Woodward or Barbara Kilburn to
donate a door prize.
Invite your friends and join us to kickoff the Christmas season.

ADVENT SEASON 2019:
WELCOMING THE STRANGER
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look! The residence of God is
among human beings. God will live among them, and they will be God’s people,
and the fullness of God will be with them.” – Revelation 21:3
The First Sunday in Advent will be upon us before you know it, coming right along on
December 1. This year our theme for the season will be Welcoming the Stranger and
we will look at this from a few different angles.
On December 1 our service will focus on the text from Luke 8: 26-39 and what this
story suggests in terms of welcoming/accepting/integrating our whole selves into our
own lives.
On December 8 our service will focus on the text from Mark 3: 13-27 and we’ll look at
welcoming our families, in all their odd variety!
On December 15 our service will focus on the text from Matthew 25: 34-40 with the
intent of celebrating our hospitality to the stranger in our community’s midst.
On December 22 our service will focus on the text from Leviticus 19: 33-34 and the
invitation to welcome the stranger into our wider community experience.
Finally, our Christmas Eve December 24 7:30 p.m. celebration will help us welcome
God into our world!
First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC • In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship
Church Office: (408) 377-7121 www.firstccsj.org
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Rev. Tom’s Message
Dear Friends,

this is worth giving some thought,
or maybe it just means I need to
get out more.

“Do not give your heart to that
which does not satisfy your heart.”
– Abba Poemen
Taken together the separate reflections revolve around the desire
I have to begin by admitting that
that so many of us harbor to find
this has been a pretty weird week,
our true place in the world and
at least as far as my exploration of
know that we are
the materials I use
following the path
for writing and re- Reflecting regularly not only
we are “meant” to
flecting these days. on what has happened but on
follow. On a recent
As you likely know, how we respond to what has
Wednesday evenwe have been read- happened, we ask ourselves,
ing the material
ing slowly through “what in our day has been
from Thomas MerRuth Fletcher’s
energizing for us and what
ton talked about it
book Thrive as a
has sapped our energy?”
in terms of dispart of our Church
cerning God’s Will
Council practice, and I have been
for our lives – which can appear to
offering up summations of this mabe somewhat theologically heavyterial, as well as material from
handed - but this does come from
Christine Valters Paintner’s interquite another faith tradition and
esting little book The Soul’s Slow
time.
Ripening (SSR), all in an effort to
show the varieties of useful spiritu- SSR speaks to us (chapter 3) as inal practice that are available. In ad- dividuals and addresses the Celtic
dition to this, our weekly gathering Christian practice of peregrinatio
for Contemplative Prayer/Living
which is about wandering the
involves several short readings tak- world in search of that true home
en from material provided by the
and calling, taking the risk to step
Merton Institute for Contemplative out in trust and discern direction
Living, intended to help us think
along the way. Many people will
about, and perhaps experience, our understand this sense, at least retlives in a different way.
rospectively, if not the discipline of
intenNow, while some of that may A real and regular practice of
tional
strike some of you as weird,
discernment can help keep us discernwhat I’m really referring to is
moving in a more positive
ment
the fact that all three of our
and grace-filled way, . . . .
that the
sources for this week/month
author suggests. There is some refound a way to deal with the same
lief of guilt here for many of us
topic. Three versions of the same
who feel we haven’t quite done
reflection from three very different
what we ought to have done in our
sources all coalesced into a weirdly
lives when Paintner quotes Antonio
specific moment of coincidence for
Mercado’s poem: “Wanderer, there
me. And, as it happens, the nature
is no road, the way is made by
of this coincidence is itself a reflecwalking,” but the offer here is also
tion on, essentially, the ways in
for a bit of discipline in assessing
which such coincidence can be
that way.
used to discern a divine presence
in the midst of the chaos. Maybe
As in so many things, the discipline

United Disciples
Fellowship
Saturday, December 7, 2019
5:00 p.m.

Annual
Christmas Dinner
Location: Jim & Debbie Grijalva’s
2071 Bello Ave.
San Jose
All are welcome! If you would like
to join us, please RSVP to Shelley
Wessels at: skwessels24@________

Annual Reports
For Boards and
Committees due
December 3, 2019
Please start thinking about your
reports now so that they are in the
Church Office by December 3rd. If
you need to see last year’s report I
can send you a copy. It takes
many people in the office to get
the Church Annual Report ready
by the January 25, 2020, Annual
Meeting. Your help in getting
your board and committee
reports to the office by December
3rd will be greatly appreciated by
the Office Staff and Volunteers.
Thank You,
Cindy Eckhardt, Office Manager
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Wake Up & Knit

Deborah Circle
Deborah Circle will get together
on December 4th, at 11:00 am.
Bring a snack for yourself, and
something to share with the
group if you wish. Plan to share a
Christmas memory-happy, funny,
embarrassing, or………… We can
still buy a ticket for the Christmas
Luncheon, so you can bring a
check or the $25.00 to pay that
day. It will be
the last chance
for us to buy
tickets, so invite your
friends and
let’s make this
luncheon a
success.

Hospitality
Ministry Team
We have noticed for the last several Sundays that we don’t seem
to have any regular staffing of our
Welcome Table. We were handling the sign-ups for this on-line,
and it was well staffed for some
months, but it seems that without
a person to promote the sign-ups
themselves, our volunteer pool
has diminished. So, what we are
looking for is someone willing to
help us recruit people for this
specific task.
It involves one or two people
each Sunday to be available – like
greeters – in order to help identify any first time visitors and make
sure they are welcomed and given one of our Welcome Folders.
If you can help us sign people up
for this particular ministry, we
would be most grateful. Let us
know, in the church office, if you
are willing, or know someone
who might be.
Thanks ever so much,
Tom Gough

Christmas Flowers
Help decorate the sanctuary for
our Christmas worship services by
purchasing a Christmas plant.
Your plant may be designated in
memory of, or in honor of, a loved
one. Please complete the form in
the Sunday Bulletin, then place the
order form, along with the
payment, in the offering plate or
bring it to the church office.
Christmas flowers will decorate
the sanctuary on December 24th,
Christmas Eve service. You may
pick up your flowers after the
Christmas Eve service.
The deadline for ordering plants
is Monday, December 16th.

Annual
Cookie Party

Tuesday, December 17th
3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

A Christmas treat is in store for
Wake Up & Knit on Tuesday, December 17th and we invite you to
share it with us. The colorful
“Nutcracker” ballet will be a visual
and musical background to our
gathering. We'll enjoy a cookie
pot luck and good conversation as
we do handwork and see the
beautiful holiday movie on DVD.
No need to have a knitting project
– be our guest and enjoy the party. If you have questions, contact
Margaret Gainer or Cindy Eckhardt. Please note EARLY START

To order by phone please call the
church office 408-377-7127 or
email: office@firstccsj.org

Christmas Brunch
December 15th after worship
Entertainment by

The Gospel Hims
Children’s Hand Chimes Ensemble
Terry Duffy
Susan Snook-Luther—piano
Stachnick Family Sing Along

Join the Holiday Spirit!
Gluten-free, vegetarian, and vegan alternatives will be provided.

Please bring Cookies for the cookie exchange! Bring a dozen of your
favorite cookies, homemade or store bought as dessert.
Any leftovers could be taken home.
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Immigration Focused Men’s Retreat
I have attended the FCC Palo Alto Men's retreat once before and found it to be engaging, fun, and serious all at the
same time. I have signed up again. This year (see the description below) the focus is on immigration issues and education. The Palo Alto church welcomes members from
our church so if you are interested you can sign up at this
link and/or you can contact me (Howard Cohen) if you
have questions, etc.
I hope a few of you might be interested. —Howard Cohen

Our 11th Annual FCCPA Men’s Retreat
for 2020
Immigration 2020: Loving my Neighbor
and Welcoming the Stranger
Who is my neighbor? How can I best welcome them?
What are the ABCs of immigration in 2020?
The theme of welcoming the stranger will be explored
from a theological, sociological, and pragmatic perspective.
Our very own Tomas Jimenez, Stanford professor and author, will guide us in separating fact from fiction in our national immigration debate. Also, we will welcome his colleague Sarahi Espinosa Salamanca, founder and CEO of
Dreamers Roadmap, to share her life experience and expertise.
Our retreat leaders will be David Howell and Adam Phillips.
The retreat will be held at the Asilomar Conference
Grounds in Pacific Grove, right next to the city of Monterey. It will begin on Friday, January 31st, 2020 at 5PM and
end on Sunday, February 2nd, 2020 at 1PM.
The cost for the weekend is $425 for a shared quad room
or $720 for a private single room.
We will be in the same great buildings as last year, “Surf
and Sand.”
SIGN UP NOW AT THIS LINK:
http://tinyurl.com/fccpa-mens-retreat-2020

Personal Emails will be printed incomplete,
for example: officemanager@________.

We hope this will help avoid getting unwanted
emails or spam.
Please check the Church Directory or call the
church office.
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Longest Night Solstice Walk

Saturday, December 21s Winter Solstice
4:00 to 5:15 p.m.
To warm the spirit
– walking the labyrinth together
To warm the body
– hot drinks before & after
If you don't wish to walk the outdoor labyrinth, there will be a candlelit Contemplation
Circle inside Fellowship Hall.
Open to light and darkness as we walk FCC's
labyrinth through the sun's last rays into the
year's longest night.

Christmas Music
As a child, music was the central
means by which I got “in the spirit.” Singing familiar carols, the jingling bells, the musical telling of the Christmas story, all of these helped my heart to
KNOW it was Christmas time. This year especially, we will be singing Carols throughout
the Advent season, rather than holding off
on them until Christmas Eve to help all of
our hearts find a welcome.
In addition to singing some of our favorite
Carols, you will hear spirited and challenging
anthems from the Chancel Choir on December 1st, 8th and 22nd. On December 15th, you
will be treated to charming anthems by both
Joyful Noise! and our Handbells. Also on December 15th at the Christmas Brunch, there
will be some special musical surprises by
talented members of our church.
And finally, on Christmas Eve, join the
Chancel Choir in a service filled with song,
story, and candlelight. It will be a service
that truly welcomes the family, the community, the stranger, and the Christ Child.
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Teen Van
Mobile
Adolescent
Health Services Program

Sunday December 1st – 11:45 a.m.
Friendship Room
A light lunch will be provided.
President Trump famously stated about the Paris Climate
Accord that he did not care what people in Paris said about climate change. He speaks only for the people of Pittsburg. The
Mayor of Pittsburgh famously responded that the President did
NOT speak for the people of Pittsburgh who very definitely care
about climate change and are committed to doing something
about it.
“Paris to Pittsburgh” is about this commitment. This is a 77minute National Geographic film narrated by Emmy® and Golden Globe® Award-winning actress and activist Rachel Brosnahan
(“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”).
Why do people of faith need to share this film? Because climate change is a moral problem, not a technological one. We
have the knowledge to solve the problem. We simply lack the
moral courage. And religious traditions have the moral authority, based on our long-held religious beliefs, to speak out and lead
our communities to take action on healing the climate. From
coastal cities to America's heartland, Americans are demanding
and developing real solutions in the face of climate
change. Hundreds of congregations and households have taken
the Paris Pledge to personally reduce their carbon footprint in
line with the Paris Accord goals.
This film is a good opportunity to spark the conversation in
our congregation about what we can do to help the United
States meet its commitment. Over 100 cities and 6 states plus
Puerto Rico have set goals to match the Paris Climate Accord
committing to 100% renewable energy. Learn about their important stories in Paris to Pittsburgh, and be inspired to create
change in your own community!

Pagan Traditions Adult Forum
What do holly, mistletoe, wreaths, gift-giving, caroling, candles, and Yule logs all have in common?
If you said celebrated Christmas traditions, you
would be right. But if you said long-forgotten Pagan traditions, you would also be right. Come take
a quick tour through the Pagan origins of our favorite seasonal practices with Rev. Tom during the
Educational Forum on December 8th.

Stanford Children’s Health provides expert care for our community’s high-risk kids
and young adults ages 10 to 25. The multidisciplinary staff of the Mobile Adolescent
Health Services program, one of Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford’s Community Partnership programs, provides customdesigned care for those who rely exclusively
on the Teen Van as their only link to a network of services and knowledge they urgently need.
Program staff includes a physician specializing in adolescent medicine, a nurse practitioner, a social worker, a dietitian and a registrar/driver. They handle a wide variety of
treatment and care. All services and medications are provided at no charge to the patients.
Program partners are the high schools
and shelters whose employees refer teens to
the program, provide space for clinic activities and work collaboratively with the Teen
Van team to assure a safety net of health
care, social services and educational programs for the youth.
During its scheduled visits to these schools
and shelters in Santa Clara, San Mateo and
San Francisco counties, the Teen Van brings
much more than medical care to underserved
teens. For many who receive care, the Teen
Van provides one of the few reliable and positive supports in their lives, offering muchneeded inspiration and relationships.
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Council Highlights
All women are invited to attend
our Women of Faith Groups. We
meet monthly for discussion of a
theme and loving support for one
another. You are welcome to join
either or both groups.
Morning Women of Faith:
Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00
a.m. each month. Our next meeting is December 9, 2019 All women are welcome to this time of
mutual support and caring conversation. Please join us!
Evening Women of Faith:
We will meet on Wednesday, December 18th at 7:30pm in the
Youth Room. This will be immediately following the Contemplative
Prayer time with Reverend Tom.
We will continue discussing the
section on Confession in Rachel
Held Evans’ book, Searching for
Sunday.

SPIRITUAL
EXPLORATION GROUP
The Spiritual Exploration Group is
an opportunity to gather with others for the purpose of discussing
interesting spiritual topics. We are
currently reading a book each
month and this month, preparing
for our gathering on Monday
December 9 (at 2:30 PM in the Sr.
Minister’s study) the book will be
What Are People
For? A collection
of essays by Wendell Berry. If you
want to read the
book and join the
conversation you
would always be
most welcome.

Brian Link updated Council on the
Rotating Safe Car Park Pilot in October.
50 volunteers from our church
and 4 other churches participated in hosting, and want to continue this work. We served 18
guests at least once during the
month. Careful preparation during the months ahead of hosting
lead to the smooth execution of
the project.
Charles Weidmann offered a
motion for Safe Car Park:
I Propose that FCCSJ join the
newly forming network of rotating safe parking programs in
Campbell and San Jose, committing to host at least once per
year; and that FCCSJ charter the
Safe Parking Ministry Team, reporting to the Moderator, to interface with the network, plan
and execute FCCSJ’s participation, and reporting progress to
and seeking approval from
Church Council for any significant deviations, as needed.
Second: Cindy Eckhardt — Motion Carried
Karen Armor and Rev. Tom led our
continued discussion on the organization and function of Boards
and Committees, with reference to
documents submitted by Mark
Domnauer and Kristin Link on this
subject. Documents on file.
Council agreed to recruit members for boards and committees
at current levels this fall, even
when they are short of the numbers given in the Bylaws.

Acknowledgments
& Celebrations:
 Charles Weidmann acknowl-

edged the work Brian Link put
in to organizing the Safe Parking Program hosted at this
church during October. He also
acknowledged Becky Lake for
cooking for the Monday dinners.

 Liz Carey acknowledged the

crew of 25 volunteers who participated in the Rebuilding Together workday on October 19.
She also thanked the Fellowship Board for providing a delicious lunch.

 Cindy Eckhardt acknowledged

Marilyn & Howard Cohen for
bringing Amanda K. Sheldon,
Program Associate, UCC Refugee and Asylum Ministries &
UCC Disaster, Ministries United
Church of Christ to our church
to lead worship and present the
adult forum October 20.

Sale Sale Sale
Are you tired of the hassle of
shopping? Have you run out of
ideas for that hard to buy for person? Did you miss someone on
your list (we won’t tell)? Do you
need some more stocking stuffers? You are in luck we have what
you need. First Congregational
Church of San Jose LOGO merchandise will be on sale in Fellowship Hall after church on December 1st, 8th and 22nd. Easy parking,
no hassle, and will go for a good
cause (our Youth). We have TShirts, Sweatshirts, Travel Mugs,
Coffee Mugs, Water Bottles, Hats,
and more.
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DIY Christmas Cards
Join us, Saturday, December 7th
from 10:00 a.m.– noon in Fellowship Hall in making personalized
Christmas/Holiday cards. Make a
card for family, friends, teachers,
or someone in need. All ages invited (Parent/Adult must supervise children). There will be some
supplies available on the “share”
table to use. Please bring any
supplies you specifically would
like to use and/or share. Get inspired by others. Please contact
Kadie Eckhardt for any questions.
Kadie Eckhardt
Nursery Attendant @ First Congregational Church of San Jose

Avoiding the
Holiday? Blues
Everyone is invited to a
“Avoiding the Holiday? Blues”
mini-workshop on Saturday,
December 7, with Rev. Penny. This time of year can be
difficult for people for different reasons and this will be a
gentle mini-workshop of music and prayer and real tips on
avoiding the holiday blues.
There are actions we can
take in preparation and planning that can reduce the anxiety, fatigue and loneliness often experienced at this time of
year.
Please invite friends and family, and neighbors for this miniworkshop in the Choir Room,
7th.

is one of listening carefully and actively, this time reflecting on both
the events in our lives and our
emotional/spiritual reaction to
those events. Suggesting the use
of Loyola’s Prayer of Examen at the
end (or beginning) of each day as a
more disciplined method of
“hearing” what the day/week/
month has to tell us. It isn’t complicated. Reflecting regularly not only
on what has happened but on how
we respond to what has happened,
we ask ourselves, “what in our day
has been energizing for us and
what has sapped our energy?”
Keep notes. Look for trends. It offers insight that can, over time,
guide us to make clearer choices.
The other insight here is simply to
make, at first, small steps in trust of
divine energy or presence, witness
what happens, and move forward
with increasing levels of courage.
These do seem to go hand-inhand.

internal harmony and the sense
that something is amiss.” To know
that something is going on, but to
be unable quite to put a finger on
it. Here again it is discernment that
plays a key role in making appropriate determinations of direction.
Here again is suggested a version
of the Prayer of Examen, but one
aimed more at the organization
than the individual. Discerning the
movement of the Spirit in the
midst of life, to put it in spiritual
terms, is really the challenge we
face along the journey of faith.

I suppose this can be seen as a
matter of perspective as well as
choice. Perhaps we are given to
making such choices based on
practical or institutional grounds,
expecting “the Spirit” to meet certain criteria before we will participate. Perhaps our considerations
are monetary, perhaps membership, perhaps by level of risk or difficulty. If so, then we have set up
our hurdles. Sometimes we are
In the section of Thrive designated open to the movement of the Spiras “Waking Up” Ruth Fletcher talks it, but to such an extent that we
about this all from the perspective remain inactive observers only,
of thriving church communities.
watching things unfold and never
She says that this often involves
entering in. A real and regular
what theologian James Loder repractice of discernment can help
fers to as “convictional moments” keep us moving in a more positive
where the Spirit calls a congrega- and grace-filled way, both open to
tion out of their assumed reality
the Spirit’s call and more steadfastand into a new frame of reference. ly grounded in reality as well.
She claims that thriving communiAs I said, the confluence of these
ties of faith have been able to
streams of spiritual waters have led
identify such moments of shift
me to imagine that I too ought to
where risks could be taken in purbe on the look-out for that movesuit of something new.
ment of the Spirit, and perhaps
“Convictional Moments are those
more attentive to the discernment
moments when the Church moves
of the day. I don’t know why God
forward by leaps rather than inchdoesn’t just send me a registered
es.”
letter sometimes, since I can be
Fletcher describes the moments of particularly obtuse when it comes
discomfort when a congregation
to noticing coincidence, but maybe
senses “a disturbance in the force” this time it got my attention, so I’ll
or, as she puts it, “an awareness of be listening.
the tension between our need for
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Mobile Giving
Did you know FCCSJ has a mobile giving app for your smart phone or
tablet? You can make one time or reoccurring payments towards your
pledge, give to the identified special charity of the month or make a
donation to any other of the church supported funds all in one place.
Simply search your App store for “GivePlus Church”, download and
follow the instructions to set up an account or donate as a guest.
When you first use the app, you search for the church by zip code
(95125) then select our church. You can scroll through the available
funds or use the “other” category and specify where your gift should
be applied. You can pay by credit card, debit card or electronic payment from your bank account through this secure app.

You can also use the “Give Now” button on the church website
(www.firstccsj.org) to make donations as well. If you set up an account,
you can track your past donations, adjust your payment plan/method
and donate with fewer steps in the future. The same logon credential
works for both the mobile app and the online giving portal through
our web site.

Help Wanted –
Second Sunday
Donut Person
Needed
Job Description: Purchase 3-6
dozen donuts and sell them during coffee hour on the second
Sunday of the month. You will be
reimbursed for the cost of the
donuts you purchase.
Reward: Happy people with
many, many smiles.
Contact: Ruth Tebo if you can
help or need more information
teboruth@_________ or call.
2020 SPIRE DATES
Month
Deadline
Mailing
January 2020 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27
February Mon. Jan. 20
Jan. 28
March
Mon. Feb. 17
Feb. 26
April
Mon. Mar. 16 Mar. 25
May
Mon. Apr. 20
Apr. 29
June
Mon. May 18 May 27
July
Mon. June 15 June 24
August
Mon. July 20
July 29
September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26
October
Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30
November Mon. Oct. 19
Oct. 28
December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25
January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS.

Sun

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
Mon 10:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
12:15 pm
2:30 pm
7:30 pm
Tues
3:30 pm
Wed
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
Wed-Sat10:00 am
Thur
7:30 pm

FCC Worship
Sanctuary
FCC Fellowship
Fellowship Hall
Adult Forum
Friendship Room
Lectionary Study
Friendship Room
Staff Meeting
Rv. Tom’s Office
Morning Women of Faith(1st)Friendship Rm
Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2nd)
Courtyard
Dream Group
Friendship Room
Spiritual Practice(2nd) Rv. Tom’s Office
Bell Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Wake Up & Knit
Friendship Room
Prayer Group
Rev Tom’s Office
Evening Women of Faith(4th) Youth Room
Organ Practice
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
Choir Room

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Church Council
1st Tues 7:30 pm Friendship Rm
Family Ministries
2nd Sun 11:30 am Church Office
Children’s Ministry Board &
Youth Ministries Committee
Common Ground
3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm
Trustees
3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm
Diaconate
3rd Tues 7:00 pm
Sanctuary
Fellowship
3rd Tues 7:00 pm
Room 14
Executive Council
Adult Learning
Special Gifts
Stewardship
Pastoral Relations
Personnel Policies

4th Sun
11:30 am Rv. Tom’s Office
As Needed
As Needed
See Spire Calendar
As Needed
for dates and time.
As Needed
As Needed
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Children’s Ministries

Youth Ministries
Sunday Youth Schedule

Children's Ministry Board
Presents

1st Sunday of the Month
12/1-Youth Breakfast Club
8:30 am to 11:15 am
nd
2 Sundays
12/8-Church Youth
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
3 Sundays
12/15-Youth at Play
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
rd

th

December 6 , 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Preparing to Welcome
Fellowship Hall
activities, games, friendships

12/1 Children in Church
12/6 Kid’s Night Out
6 to 9 p.m.
12/15 Christmas Brunch
Music
12/29 Children in Church
December Church school lessons in will be focused on the
Christmas story.

4th Sundays
12/22-Youth in Church
10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
12/22-Youth Christmas Party
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
th
5 Sundays
12/29-Youth in Church
Sundays weekly
Youth Hang Out
11:15 to 1:00 p.m.

Youth Program

Youth Christmas Party

Breakfast Club is when the youth
come before Church to have
breakfast followed by discussion
of that days scripture and message.

On Sunday December 22nd our
6th to 12th grade youth will be
celebrating Christmas by welcoming home friends. Following church, we will gather in
the youth room for food, fun,
fellowship and friends. Our
youth graduates from 2015 to
2019 that are home for the
holidays will be joining us.

Church Youth is when youth start
the day in Church followed by discussion focused on FCCSJ and the
UCC denomination.

Welcoming home
friends!

World Youth is when youth start
the day in Church followed by discussion focused on Community,
Nation and World.
Youth at Play is when youth start
the day in Church followed by a

Contact: MaryAnn Coole Director of Children & Youth
youthdirector@firstccsj.org or 408-377-7121 ex. 114.
Maryann’s office hours are Monday & Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Nominating Committee
DIACONATE
TRUSTEES • FELLOWSHIP
FAMILY MINISTRIES
STEWARDSHIP • ADULT LEARNING

December
Nancy Domnauer
Neela Sayler
Karyn Cilker
Audrey Cox
Terry Duffy
Norma Gwinn
Peggy Doyle
Ron Zaccheo
Pat Elliott
Peggy Wedge
Gwen Lum-Duffy
Carol Berge
Maryann Coole
Janey Curry
Anne Swanson
Alanna Walker
Carol Boyce
Lorraine Casto
Maryann Coole
Brian Link
Art Domingue
Lowell Berge
Martha Guthrie

12/2
12/3
12/4
12/8
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/29
12/31
12/31

This year’s Nominating campaign
to fill our Church’s boards and
committees for 2020 and beyond is
going on. There are a variety of
opportunities involving nearly every aspect of Church life.

Stop by the Boards & Committees
tables during Coffee Fellowship
after Worship on December 1st, 8th,
& 22nd.
Why join a Board or Committee?
• Get better acquainted with other

Church members.

• Feel more involved and gain a

stronger sense of belonging.

• Be a difference in making our

Church even better.

If you are unable to visit the tables
during Coffee Fellowship, or if you
are interested in joining a group,
feel free to call or email us with
your questions.
Your Members-at Large:
Kathy Goldbach
Cindy Eckhardt
Judy Stevens

Staff Office Hours

In Our Thoughts
& Prayers




Mayetta Behringer






Joanne Domingue













Rich Stevens



All those who are recipients
of hospice care.




The women at Elmwood Jail.

Billie Cole
The Meyer Family as they
mourn Bob’s death November
3, 2019.
Anne Swanson
Neela Sayler
The Kidney Family as they
mourn Robert’s death November 3, 2019.
Kelly Baker
Paul & Jan Heymann
Bryan Grady
Martha Guthrie
Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake
John & Mariel Oliver
Helen Battad
Betty Kirtland
Thomas Schweizer
All those who struggling with
family changes.

All Military active duty and
all Veterans; May we be a
welcoming congregation for
all those who have served
(and their families) in the
Armed Forces

Volume XXXX Number 12

Page 11

December 2019
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

1
2
3
3
Wednesday 4
4
Friday
6
Saturday
7
7
7
Sunday
8
Monday
9
9
9
Wednesday 11
11
Saturday

14
14
Sunday
15
Monday
16
16
Tuesday
17
17
Wednesday 18
18
Saturday
21
21
Sunday
22
Monday
23
Tuesday
24
Wednesday 25
Sunday
29
Tuesday
31

11:30 am
2:30 pm
7:30 pm
11:00 am
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
9:30 am
10:00 am
5:00 pm
11:30 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
2:30 pm
11:30 am
1:30 pm
6:30 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
12:00 pm
4:00 pm
11:00 am
9:00 am
7:00 pm
11:30 am

Paris to Pittsburg Adult Forum — Keith Casto
Friendship Room
Mega Staff Meeting
Rev. Tom’s Office
Annual Reports due
Church Office
Church Council Meeting
Friendship Room
Deborah Circle
Friendship Room
Contemplative Prayer
Rev. Tom’s Office
Kid’s Night Out
Fellowship Hall
Holiday Blues Workshop
Choir Room
DIY Christmas Cards
Fellowship Hall
UDF Annual Christmas Dinner
Off Site
Pagan Traditions Adult Forum — Rev. Tom
Friendship Room
Morning Women of Faith
Friendship Room
Dreamer’s choice Lunch
Fellowship Hall
Spiritual Exploration
Rev. Tom’s Office
Christmas Luncheon
Fellowship Hall
Family Harvest Food Sorting
Campbell Methodist Church
Contemplative Prayer
Rev. Tom’s Office
Indivisible Meeting
Friendship Room
Xmas Brunch Setup
Fellowship Hall/Kitchen
Christmas Sing Along Brunch
Fellowship Hall
Spire Articles Due
Church Office
Robert Kidney Memorial Service
Sanctuary
Wake up & Knit Cookie Christmas Party
Friendship Room
Common Ground Meetings
Various Rooms
Contemplative Prayer
Rev. Tom’s Office
Evening Women of Faith
Youth Room
CareGivers Support Group
Friendship Room
Winter Solstice Labyrinth Walk
Labyrinth
Youth Christmas Gathering
Youth Room
Spire Folding
Church Office
Christmas Eve Family Worship
Sanctuary
Merry Christmas!
Office Closed
Executive Board Meeting
Rev. Tom’s Office
New Year’s Eve

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday)
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday)

Children’s Church School and
Nursery Care are available

Mission Statement: To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation!

Christmas Fund

During worship the Sunday before Christmas, December 15th. First Congrega-

tional Church of San Jose will take a special offering for the UCC Christmas Fund. We, and many other UCC
churches across the country, make this donation every December. This money provides direct financial assistance primarily to retired United Church of Christ authorized ministers, lay employees, and their surviving
spouses. The largest portion of the Fund goes to pension supplementation and health premium supplementation for lower-income retirees. The Fund sends Christmas "Thank You" gift checks to retirees. Some of the
money also is used as emergency assistance funds to help retired or active staff in an emergency.
This special offering is one of the ways that First Congregational of San Jose works together with other
congregations to support the wider United Church of Christ. Let's show our generosity for this Fund that
helps those who have served all our congregations meet basic financial needs like health care and retirement
income. -Stewardship Committee

