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Join FCCSJ at the San Jose Giants game, Friday, August 9 for a
night of baseball, hot dogs, fellowship and fireworks! We’ll be
purchasing a group of tickets so
that we can all sit together,
watch the game and enjoy the festivities. Purchase your tickets at church for $10 any Sunday
in July. Tickets will be delivered to you at church
on August 4 or available at will call.

On Sunday, August 25th the city of San Jose will hold their annual Pride parade (10AM to Noon) as a part of the Silicon Valley Pride Festival. If anyone
is interested in attending this year, our friends from the Campbell UCC will
be sending a contingent and we thought it might be nice to join forces. If
you would like to go and represent FCCSJ, let Cindy know in the office and
we can alert the Campbell folk as to numbers.
First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC • In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship
Church Office: (408) 377-7121 www.firstccsj.org
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Rev. Tom’s Message
Dear Friends;
One of the most difficult transitions facing formerly mainline
Protestant denominations is the
one from complacent navel-gazers
to morally activated and socially
engaged spiritual warriors. Perhaps
that sounds hyperbolic but I don’t
really think it is.

derful to contain such variety. We
should never be afraid of that diversity of belief.
But the issue at hand for progressive Christian communities is
whether we genuinely feel as
though we are being called to do
anything?

While an overwhelming number of
The most obvious example right
our more conservative
now, one of the most vivid quesco-religionists have spent the last
tions before the entirety of the
four decades committed to real
Church here at home, is where we
activism in pursuit of their narrow
stand with
agenda, too many
regard to
mainline churches
immigrant
Nothing
gets
instantaneously
have preached quiinterment
escence and advobetter because we act, but it is a camps. It is
cated for a kind of
near certainty that nothing will
stunning to
private piety. We
observe
ever improve if we don’t.
have often been
such vast
guilty of promoting
swathes of
a sweet, kindly, polite, toothless
the Church either supporting the
gospel meant to assuage our own
policy, in complete denial of clear
hurts and quell our own fears but
scriptural mandates, or remaining
which costs us very little in conentirely silent as things grow inscience or risk.
creasingly worse. Frankly, I do not
know of a single, current, moral
This, I think, is why there is real
issue with more spiritual weight
value, and power, in communities
of faith willing to resist this kind of than this one. How on earth the
Church can look at itself in the
thinking. Progressive congregamirror after this, is beyond me.
tions are really beginning to talk
about God, spirituality, purpose,
I am reminded of Jesus’ incisive
and community in new ways and
quip in Matthew where he mainthis is every bit as exciting as it is
tains: “Enter through the narrow
challenging. But some of the biggate. For wide is the gate and
gest questions facing any church
broad is the road that leads to
community have less to do with
destruction, and many enter
what we believe than what are we
through it.” The narrow gate is
willing to do about it? Do our benarrow for a reason, because it is
liefs have any consequences in the
costly, because it cannot be apworld? Are we following the path
proached casually.
Jesus set, or merely upholding ideLook, I don’t know exactly what to
as about that path?
do about this state of affairs,
None of those are simple quesabout the absolutely unconsciontions, and that is especially so in
able way that immigrants are bechurch communities that don’t deing treated in this present momand confessional conformity. In
ment – maybe some of you have
communities like ours, we work to
the single brilliant idea. But until
hold a breadth of theological perthen, I invite you to join me in tryspectives as people work out their
ing to do something. Here are a
own relationships with God. Some
few ideas, depending on what our
are much more traditional, while
gifts and skills might be:
some are very creative, and at the
end of the day it’s absolutely won

United Disciples
Fellowship
Saturday
August 3, 2019
6:00 p.m.
For our program this month, we
will be watching and discussing
Truth and Lies, a documentary on
the 40th anniversary of the largest
murder-suicide in American history, when over 900 members of the
People’s Temple drank a deadly
cyanide-laced drink on the orders
of leader Jim Jones.
All are welcome!
Location: Friendship Room
For more information and directions, please contact Shelley Wessels at skwessels24@xxxxx.
• Write letters to our legislators.
• Write letters to the editor if you

feel so inclined.

• Have the conversation when you

can, with as many others as you
can.

• Call into radio shows/online

broadcasts discussing the topic

• Make a personal video and post

it to social media

• Participate in peaceful protests

in our communities

• Donate to charities related to

helping immigrants and asylum
seekers

• Find organizations in which to

participate that seek to offer humanitarian aid and advocacy.

• Stay informed and as active as

possible

Nothing gets instantaneously better because we act, but it is a near
certainty that nothing will ever
improve if we don’t.
Blessings
Pastor Tom
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Adult Forums

Summer Music

August 18th — Dignity: Its Essential Role in Resolving Conflict
— Friendship Room at 11:30 a.m.
Anne Swanson will lead the Forum
on a discussion of the book entitled “Dignity: Its Essential Role in
Resolving Conflict” by Donna
Hicks, Ph.D. The book is available
in paperback, Kindle, Audible, or
CD. We will also view a TED Talk
given by Hicks. Donna Hicks outlines her concept of “Dignity” from
her extensive work with conflict
resolution, both abroad and in the
U.S. She identifies “dignity” as
that innate characteristic with
which every human being is born.
She distinguishes “dignity” from
“respect” which can be earned
through recognition of accomplishments, etc. Dignity is not
earned; it is a birthright inherent
in every person, no matter what
they do. She outlines the conditions necessary to acknowledge
dignity in another person or
group, and to prevent “dignity violations.”
September 22nd — Safe Car Park
at FCC - Our Pilot Program —
Friendship Room at 11:30 a.m.
FCC will host a Safe Car Park in
our parking lot during the month
of October. (This is a change from
the original planned date of September.) FCC is doing this in partnership with other churches and
non-profits connected through
the Rotating Safe Car Park. Come
to the forum September 22nd to
learn how a Safe Car Park can create safe and welcoming spaces
where guests who are living in
their cars can sleep, stabilize, recover, and gain access to social
services. Learn how we will implement this at FCC and learn how
you can volunteer your time and
compassion to be part of the solution.

The fall season is almost upon us. And joining in with one of our music
groups is one of the quickest and most straightforward ways to find
community within our congregation. You do NOT need to be able to
read music. You do NOT need to audition. You do NOT need to be a
member. You just have to want to participate.
Our Chancel Choir (High School & Adult singers), Bell Choir (Middle
School – Adult ringers), and Joyful Noise (age 3 – Middle School) are
open to all with no experience required. We also have a drum circle for
Students in grades 3-8. You are welcome to join at any time but September is probably the easiest time to join.
If you want to give singing a try, just show up either to our next pick-up
choir (September 1st at 9 am) or our first rehearsal. If you want to join
the Bell Choir, please let Kristin know ASAP so she can include you in
the bell assignments.
1st Rehearsals
Chancel Choir – Thursday, September 5th, 7:30-9:00 pm
Joyful Noise! – Sunday, September 8th, 11:30-11:50 a.m.
Drum Circle – Sunday, September 8th, 11:50-12:10
Handbell Choir – Monday, September. 9th, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
(7:00 p.m. for brand new ringers)
I hope to see you soon!

Sunday, October 27th
Calling all bakers and crafters who like to get a head start preparing
goodies for our fabulous Fall Bake Sale! Please put October 27 on your
calendars for the Fall Bake Sale. Our bake sale will be a success with
your contributions of delicious goods to bring the warm taste of fall to
everyone. And, your beautiful crafts will be just what early shoppers will
be looking for as they get a head start on the holiday shopping season!
And your goods will help support the annual Women’s Retreat
January 10-12, 2020

Personal Emails will be printed incomplete,
for example: officemanager@xxxx
We hope this will help avoid getting unwanted emails or spam.

Volume XXXX Number 8

CSMT Meeting
The Community Service Ministry
Team will meet on Tuesday, August 27th, at 7:00 p.m. in the
Friendship Room. We will discuss
our plans for the fall and Christmas Seasons. There will be an explanation of the Safe Car Park program at this meeting. If you
would like to join us, please come.
The meetings are open to everyone. Do you have a community
service project that you would like
to see happen? This is the place to
bring it.

Page 4

Who Are You?
Who Am I?
While many of us are outgoing
and maybe even overshare our
interests, others of us are virulently circumspect. We want to know
each other better and finding out
new information can lead to deeper connections within our community.
• Were you the first woman on a

city council?

• Did you serve in the Peace

Corp?

• Are you an expert weaver?
• Do you collect Monkees mem-

Martha Guthrie
has moved to
O’Connor Woods
3550 Wagner Heights
Road B6
Stockton, CA 95209
Martha’s life has always
circled around her friends.
We hope you will stay
connected, send her
cards. Please print when
you send her cards.

Rev. Naomi Shulz
Our friend Rev. Naomi Shulz from
the Campbell United Church of
Christ is soon to lose the living
quarters she's been renting and is
hoping we can help her find an
available studio apartment, backyard cottage, or even a large room
for rent? If you do know of a possibility, please contact Rev. Naomi
at naomi.campbellucc@gmail.com

orabilia?

• Did you serve in the military in

a remote country?

• Did you have a prior career we

know nothing about?
It’s these big and small things in
your life that can spark conversations and help us to know each
other better. If you are willing to
share a “did you know” about
yourself, please send it to
office@firstccsj.org. We hope to
make this a regular feature of future Spires.

New member Jay
Perrine whishes to
thank all for the
prayers and cards
at the time of his
mother, Marie
Perrine’s passing and his efforts
to provide a great funeral in
Cranbury, New Jersey.

Opportunities
to
Serve
Village House: We support medically fragile homeless women by
helping staff both Day Centers
and Night Centers as the program
rotates from church to church.
Contact Ellen Cook for information.
Bill Wilson Center for Homeless
Youth: We continue to prepare
and serve a hot lunch on the 4th
Wednesday of the month. See Ellen Cook to be on a volunteer
team.
Second Harvest: The third
Wednesday of each month, our
congregation helps distribute
food to needy families at the
Campbell Methodist Church. Contact Judy Stevens to be on an 8
member team.
Safe Park FCCSJ: During the
month of September we will host
15 homeless people who live in
their cars. They will spend the
night in our parking lot. Volunteers are needed to staff a hospitality room each evening and
morning for a couple of hours.
Contact Karen Armor to volunteer
to be on a team.
Rebuilding Together: Twice
each year we help families stay in
their home by doing repairs and
maintenance to make it safe. Our
next rebuilding project will be on
October 26, 2019. See Liz Carey
to sign up.
Please check the Spire and Bulletins for other opportunities to
serve throughout the year.
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Thrive
Recently Jeanne Farrington brought to our attention a book by Disciples of Christ pastor, consultant, judicatory staff, and observant author Rev. Dr. Ruth Fletcher. In Thrive: Spiritual Habits of Transforming Congregations Dr. Fletcher makes the case that, across denominations, locations, and sizes, churches that are thriving
share a complex of habits that undergird their health and vitality. It is, I have to say, quite a good book and
one well worth reading for those interested in the recovery of mainline and progressive churches.
I have invited our church council to pick up the book and give it a read, intending (beginning this Fall) that we
will devote a portion of each monthly meeting to a discussion of one of the
twelve relevant habits. It seems to me though that it would just be incredibly
useful to reach a wider network of conversational partners, so I’m both inviting everyone to read it, and suggesting that we might hold a monthly potluck, or some other kind of gathering, as an opportunity to discuss how we
perceive these habits and our congregational relationship to them.
Like a great many mainline church communities in the last many decades we
have we have often drifted away from the harbors of spiritual community and
more toward the shores of Church as a kind of spiritual cafeteria where we
can be served what we want when we want it and leave the rest for others.
While we may agree or disagree with Dr. Fletcher’s understanding and experience of these twelve vital categories, they nonetheless offer us an excellent
opportunity to discuss core values and what/how we should be pursuing as a
spiritual community.
I invite you to join this conversation, which will, most likely, begin in earnest
in October. Our church office has 20 copies of the book available to borrow if
you are interested.

VACATION:
Rev. Tom will be on vacation from
August 18th until September 1st and then on Study Leave from
September 2nd through September 15th. Worship services will be
led by:
August 18 - Rev. Penny Phillips
August 25 - Rev. Shelley Wessels
September 1 - Rev. Ann Lougee
September 8 - TBA
Pastoral emergency situations
would be best communicated
through the church office.

All women are invited to attend our
Women of Faith Groups. We meet
monthly for discussion of a theme
and loving support for one another.
You are welcome to join either or
both groups.
Morning Women of Faith: Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00 a.m. each
month. Our next meeting is September 9, because the rist Monday is Labor Day. All women are welcome to this time of mutual support and
caring conversation. Please join us!
Evening Women of Faith:
Meets on the 4th Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. each month Evening Women
of Faith will not meet during the month of August. Our next meeting
will be on Wednesday, September 24, 7: 00 p.m. at Ellen Cook's home.
We are reading Searching for Sunday, by Rachel Held Evans.

Our next meeting is December 15 2018 noon - 2:00 p.m. in the
Friendship Room. If you are in the position of being a caregiver
or support person (long distance, or nearby), and would like to
connect with others experiencing the same kind of challenges,
this is the group for you. Whether you are caring for a parent or
a spouse, sibling or neighbor, you are welcome to join us. We meet on the third Saturday of each
month. Each meeting we have a time of check in, and then explore a topic related to caregiving. Bring a dish
to share for our monthly potluck.
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Children & Youth Ministries — Family Ministries Team
Our Nursery (Room 7) is always staffed during worship, attended by
our paid staff, Kadie Eckhardt and Tara Neis. We have a paging system
for parents so that if your child needs you, we can contact you during
the worship time. You are welcome to drop your infant-Pre-K child off
in the nursery before or during worship. Please collect your child by
11:15.
The regular curriculum for our grade school children has concluded for
the spring. During the summer months, all children (except those in
the nursery) begin worship with their parents. When we get to the
Scripture Reading and Reflection time (sermon),
the children are invited to join our church school
volunteers at the Children’s Circle, a comfortable
spot in the gardens just outside the sanctuary.
We will go over an age
appropriate version of
the same scripture the
adults are studying,
and lead a discussion
about ways it applies to their daily lives. The
children return to worship with their families
during the contemplation and candle lighting time. Older youth (grade 6 and up) are welcome to assist with the
children’s conversation or to remain with the adults in worship.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR THE FALL
Christ called upon us to “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature.” (Mark 16:15) We have some
delightful and energetic creatures right
in our midst and a curriculum designed
to help them grow and develop their
faith. And WE NEED YOU to make that
happen. With a healthy volunteer base,
we are able to share the load in a way that allows you to serve our children and still get plenty of opportunities to worship. Positions available:
Lead Teachers for Older Elementary & Younger Elementary Children
Teachers’ Aides for Older Elementary
Youth Activity Leaders
Sunday morning teaching scheduler
If you have an interest in being part of our team, please contact Kristin
Link, music@firstccsj.org. Please note that all adult volunteers must
submit to a background check every 2 years to be a part of our program, per our Safe Church Policy.

DIRECTOR FOR
YOUTH
& CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES
Help us make a real difference in
the lives of Children, Youth, and
their families, here at First Congregational Church of San Jose.
Come join us as our new Director
of Children and Youth Ministry.
First Congregational Church of
San Jose (FCCSJ) is a member
church of the United Church of
Christ denomination and is a progressive, open and affirming, justice-oriented congregation. We
are seeking someone who can
help us carry this through for our
younger generation.
We want to hire an outstanding,
energetic leader who is passionate about the lives of children
and youth, can work with their
families, and wants to become an
important part of our leadership
team. We offer a welcoming
community, meaningful purpose,
and a competitive salary.
The part-time director for our
children and youth programs will
work closely with our Family Ministries Committee to organize and
implement engaging faith building programs for children and
youth.
The position is 20 hours per week
and pays $20-$25 per hour
(depending on experience).
CONTACT
The full job description is available on our website:
www.firstccsj.org
Applicants may apply to this post
at FMC@firstccsj.org with your
resume and cover letter, and a list
of four references.

Volume XXXX Number 8

Page 7

In Our
Thoughts
& Prayers
August
Mariel Oliver
David Snook-Luther
Dave Elliot
Judy Stevens
Keith Casto
Mark Knudsen
Allison Sheridan
Kristin Link
Barbara Kilburn
Kyson Jang
Maxine Lubow
Dick Kirkpatrick
Karen Winchester
Jennifer Busam
Dorrie Clark
Katie Kraft
Rev. Penny Phillips
Marie Grady
Mary Rothgeb
Kathryn Vandiver
Brendan Everton
John Oliver
Susan McNeill-Bindon
Helen Battad
Gary Prandi
Karen Armor

August
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/3
8/5
8/6
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/11
8/11
8/11
8/12
8/12
8/16
8/17
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/25
8/25
8/27
8/29
8/31

2019 SPIRE DATES
Month
Deadline
Mailing
February Mon. Jan. 21
Jan. 29
March
Mon. Feb. 18
Feb. 27
April
Mon. Mar. 18 Mar. 27
May
Mon. Apr. 15
Apr. 24
June
Mon. May 20 May 29
July
Mon. June 17 June 26
August
Mon. July 15
July 24
September Mon. Aug. 19 Aug. 28
October
Mon. Sept. 16 Sept. 25
November Mon. Oct. 21
Oct. 30
December Mon. Nov. 18 Nov. 27
January 2019 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27













Mayetta Behringer



All those who are recipients
of hospice care.




The women at Elmwood Jail.

Billie Cole
Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake
John & Mariel Oliver
Diane Noren
Helen Battad

Betty Kirtland
Mary Remley & Silvia Givens
Linda Fish
Thomas Schweizer
All those who struggling with
family changes.

All Military active duty and
all Veterans; May we be a
welcoming congregation for
all those who have served
(and their families) in the
Armed Forces

Staff Office Hours
Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday
— Wednesday & takes Thursday
& Friday off. Available weekly
from Saturday through
Wednesday . Do not expect a
reply on Thursday or Friday.
Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed
9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment.
Cindy - Office manager is in the
office Monday — Friday from 9:00
a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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August 2019
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

3 6:00 pm
5 2:30 pm
6 3:30 pm
9 5:00 pm
10
9:00 am
11 12:00 pm
13 3:30 pm
14 1:30 pm
17 12:00 pm
18 11:30 am
19
20 3:30 pm
20 6:30 PM
20 7:00 pm
Saturday
24 4:00 pm
Tuesday
27
9:00 am
27 3:30 pm
27 7:00 pm
Wednesday 28 11:30 am

UDF Meeting — Codding of the American Mind
Mega Staff Meeting
Wake up & Knit
San Jose Giants Baseball Game
Indivisible Meeting
Family Ministry Team Meeting
Wake up & Knit
Family Harvest Food sorting
CareGivers Support Group
Adult Forum — Dignity
Spire Articles Due
Wake up & Knit
Trustees Meeting
Fellowship Meeting
Labyrinth Walk
Spire Folding
Wake up & Knit
Community Service Ministry Meeting
Sloppy Joe Lunches

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS.

Sun

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
Mon 10:00 am
11:30 am
12:15 pm
2:30 pm
7:30 pm
Tues
3:30 pm
Wed 10:00 am
7:00 pm
Wed-Sat10:00 am
Thur
7:30 pm

FCC Worship
Sanctuary
FCC Fellowship
Fellowship Hall
Adult Forum
Friendship Room
Morning Women of Faith(1st)Friendship Rm
Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2nd)
Courtyard
Dream Group
Friendship Room
Spiritual Practice(2nd) Rv. Tom’s Office
Bell Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Wake Up & Knit
Friendship Room
Staff Meeting
Rv. Tom’s Office
Evening Women of Faith(4th) off site
Organ Practice
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
Choir Room

Friendship Room
Rev. Tom’s Office
Friendship Room
Municipal Stadium
Friendship Room
Youth Room
Friendship Room
Camp. Meth. Church
Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Church Office
Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Room 14
Labyrinth
Church Office
Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Bill Wilson Center

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Church Council
Youth Committee
Family Ministries
Common Ground
Trustees
Diaconate
Outreach
Fellowship
Adult Learning
Special Gifts
Stewardship
Pastoral Relations
Personnel Policies

1st Tues
1st Fri
2nd Sun
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed

7:30 pm
9:00 am
11:30 am
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Friendship Rm
Church Office
Church Office
Friendship Rm
Friendship Rm
Sanctuary
Office
Room 14

See Spire Calendar
for dates and time.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday)
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday)

Children’s Church School and
Nursery Care are available

Mission Statement: To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation!

Our annual fall picnic featuring our favorite musicals and show tunes—and good
food, too! A karaoke machine will be available, and entertainment will be provided
by “you”! We also invite you to decorate a table to the
theme of your favorite musical. Sign ups for
karaoke, table decorations and attendance
begin August 25. Encourage your friends
to perform with a goodwill offering collected at the picnic!

