
 

 
 
 
 
Join FCCSJ at the San Jose Giants game, Friday, August 9 for a 
night of baseball, hot dogs, fellowship, and fireworks!  We’ll be 
purchasing a group of tickets so that we can all sit together, watch 
the game, and enjoy the festivities.  Purchase your tickets at church 
for $10 any Sunday in July.  Tickets will be delivered to you at 
church on August 4 or available at will call. 
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Hospitality – A Welcoming Congregation 

For several months this spring, we have been engaged in an intentional pro-

gram of improving and refining how we welcome our visitors. From new in-

formation given out as first-timers arrive for worship to a rearrangement of 

furniture in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour, we have worked hard to 

make that first experience a positive one. On Sunday, June 16
th

, we received 

some lovely confirmation that we are on the right track. One of our visitors 

who had been shopping churches in the area said, “Everybody says they are 

welcoming, but you guys really seem to take it seriously! I’m just so im-

pressed with how friendly you all are.” All of those engaged in that conver-

sation agreed that “being welcoming” is not something that just happens. It 

must be continually held up, polished, encouraged, and acted out for it to 

be successful. 

The next step of our process is to consider ways we can better engage the 

repeat visitors and new 

members in the wider life 

of our church. Please stay 

tuned for opportunities for 

you to be part of the con-

versation as we consider 

ways to make this a reality.  
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Dear Friends, 

One of the hallmarks of the United 

Church of Christ, both as a denom-

inational entity and as a way of 

being in the world, is our collegial 

and voluntary association that 

leads to our building a wider 

Church from the 

bottom up, rather 

than from the top 

down. Some of you 

are a bit new to the 

life of the Church 

(and some of us 

may have forgot-

ten) that this means there is no 

national Church body that is (or 

can) dictate anything to its constit-

uent member congregations. It is a 

wonderfully democratic form of 

denominational governance, but it 

does have its drawbacks. Namely, 

in this case, it comes with a high 

cost of voluntary participation. 

As with so many voluntary organi-

zations these days the UCC often 

suffers from a dearth of available 

volunteer hours. Even now there is 

a not insignificant number of our 

component churches in the North-

ern California Nevada Conference 

who go completely un-

represented at the Association or 

Conference level. As with all things, 

many of these churches spend sig-

nificant time complaining about 

the things they don’t like about 

the UCC, yet don’t participate in 

any of the things that go into mak-

ing us the UCC.  

The same cannot be said for FCCSJ 

however, and that is a very good 

thing. The Annual Gathering of the 

NCNC wider church family has just 

concluded (as I write this) on the 

campus of Sonoma State Universi-

ty, and we were well represented. 

Marilyn and Howard Cohen, Cindy 

Eckhardt, Rev. Penny Phillips, 

Charles Weidmann, and Liz Carey 

all agreed to dedicate a couple of 

days to being the wider church in 

representation of our local con-

gregation. Yes, they attended 

business meetings where they 

were asked to listen faithfully and 

vote conscien-

tiously on future 

expectations and 

programs for the 

Conference, but 

they were also en-

couraged to listen 

and learn more about who we are 

together as they attended worship 

and workshops on a variety of 

church related topics. 

The worship services (and there 

were several) ably demonstrated 

the variety of liturgical practices 

and interests to be found among 

our churches. Personally, I am al-

ways encouraged by the services. 

There is always something surpris-

ing and moving in the variety, and 

I do come away with new ideas to 

pursue. My colleagues in ministry 

are often very creative and collab-

orative. Our churches ultimately 

benefit from these common expe-

riences. It is true as well for our 

programmatic initiatives. We al-

ways find that a few of our con-

gregations are already exploring 

whatever it might be that we are 

developing interest in, and they 

are ready to share. Conference 

Annual Gathering is also a great 

place to find resources helpful in 

doing our own work, both the in-

tentional resources of vendors 

and workshop leaders as well as 

the less obvious but critical re-

sources gleaned through conver-

sation across the dinner table. 

One evening, as we gathered at 

(Continued on page 5) 

. . . getting involved in the 

wider life of the Church pays 

dividends in many ways, and 

there are an almost endless 

number of opportunities . . . 

Rev. Tom’s Message 

Mark Domnauer updated the 

Council on Rossinca/Carden 

 A partial payment of the 

monthly rent is expected to 

be delivered on time.  Failure 

to pay on time will trigger 

the eviction process.  

Karen Armor updated the 

Council on the Safe Parking 

project, which we will pilot in 

September. 

 We are following the guide-

lines set by Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church in Saratoga 

for hosting a group.  

 Our team will need volun-

teers to greet guests in eve-

nings and supervise their exit 

in the mornings.  

 The Youth Room will be a 

hospitality room where 

guests can charge their 

phones, find snacks, and 

have a nice place to sit. We 

plan to host weekly dinners 

for our guests. 

Rev. Tom suggestions:  

 The Council create a ministry 

team to review how we are 

using our property.  

 Calling a ministry team to 

explore possibilities to meet 

our staffing changes & cur-

rent needs 

Karen Armor updated Council 

on the Capital Campaign to re-

furbish the sanctuary. Our orig-

inal plan is not feasible at this 

time.  Maryann Coole moved 

that we cancel our arrange-

ment with the UCC capital fund 

consulting service. Kathy Gold-

bach seconded. Motion car-

ried. 

Council Highlights 
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Saturday, July 6, 2019 

12:00 p.m. 

Our program 

this month 

will include a 

presentation 

on and discus-

sion of The 

Coddling of 

the American 

Mind: How 

Good Inten-

tions and Bad 

Ideas Are Setting Up a Generation 

for Failure.  This book, by a free 

speech expert and a social psy-

chologist, addresses the trouble-

some outcomes (according to the 

authors) of the battles over free 

speech and hate speech on col-

lege campuses. 

 Bring a bag lunch and some-

thing to drink. 

All are welcome! 

Location:  

 Silver Creek High School, 

 Room M2 

For more information and direc-

tions, please contact; 

 Shelley Wessels at  

 skwessels24@_____ 

United Disciples 
Fellowship 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

& CELEBRATIONS: 

 Thanks to everyone who signed 

up to host Coffee Fellowship 

over the summer.  

 Thanks to Pat Thompson and 

Barbara Thomas for folding the 

Spire every month. 

 To all who helped on the May 

Workday, Thirty-two people 

worked on projects. 

 Thanks to Jacqui Reed and 

Nancy Domnauer for coordi-

nating Rev. Shernell Stilley’s 

send-off on May 12. 

Personal Email addresses 
will be printed incomplete, 
for example: 

officemanager@________. 
 

We hope this will help avoid 
getting unwanted emails. 

Save the Date:  

Fall Craft & Bake Sale  

Sunday, October 27
th

 

Calling all bakers and crafters who 

like to get a head start preparing 

goodies for our fabulous Fall Bake 

sale!  Please put October 27 on 

your calendars for the Fall Bake 

Sale. Our bake sale will be a suc-

cess with your contributions of 

delicious goods to bring the warm 

taste of Fall to everyone. And, 

your beautiful crafts will be just 

what early shoppers will be look-

ing for as they get a head start on 

the holiday shopping season! And 

your goods will help support the 

annual Women’s Retreat  

January10-12, 2020 

A new look for the  

Sanctuary Chancel area! 

One of the safety concerns 

brought up repeatedly during the 

Sanctuary Improvement Project 

discussions, was the trip hazard 

created by the raised floor area in 

the chancel. Numerous falls have 

occurred over the years from this 

hazard.  The Church Council and 

the Trustees have agreed that this 

hazard should be removed. The 

project will consist of removing 

the altar table, removing the 

raised concrete floor area, in-

stalling a new floor at the same 

level as the rest of the chancel 

area, creating a safety barrier 

around the light well (a depres-

sion behind the present altar ta-

ble where lights are located to 

illuminate the dorsal cloth), and 

installing a new, movable com-

munion table. A temporary enclo-

sure will be constructed around 

the work area to contain any dust. 

This is a capital improvement 

project and will be funded by 

monies contributed by the John 

Taylor estate. It is expected that 

this work will take several weeks 

and will be accomplished this 

summer. One or two Sunday ser-

vices may be held in the Fellow-

ship Hall if necessary.  

Sanctuary Chancel 



There are still open dates this summer to provide 

special music in our worship services. If you, your 

child, your neighbor, your coworker have a special 

musical talent to share, please contact Kristin mu-

sic@firstccsj.org to get on the schedule. We have 

willing and available accompanists, a beautiful piano 

and a very 

supportive 

congregation. 

And if you’d 

just like to be 

able to sing 

with the choir, 

join us on July 

21st or Sep-

tember 1st for 

a no extra re-

hearsals PICKUP CHOIR. Show up at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary and learn 2 quick, easy anthems to sing in 

worship that day. 

Summer Music 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 

SUPERVISOR/

YOUTH LEADER 

Now that we have established 

our 2019-2020 budget, we are 

beginning the search for a part

-time Church School Supervi-

sor and Youth Group Leader.  

At present we are gathering a 

small group to peruse a few 

possible job descriptions and 

craft one that represents our 

specific needs, then we will 

find appropriate places to post 

this job listing. Our hope is 

that we will find the right per-

son before Fall, so that we can 

begin our new school year 

properly resourced for the 

work ahead. I know that sum-

mer seems to zoom by quickly, 

but I believe we can accom-

plish this in a timely fashion. 

Rev. Tom 

Children & Youth Ministries 

 

 

On Sunday, September 15, the Fellowship 

Committee presents “The Show Must Go On”, 

our annual fall picnic featuring our favorite 

musicals and show tunes—and good food, too! 

A karaoke machine will be available, and enter-

tainment will be provided by “you”!  We also 

invite you to decorate a table to the theme of 

your favorite musical. Sign ups for karaoke, ta-

ble decorations and attendance begin August 

25.  Encourage your friends to perform with a 

goodwill offering collected at the picnic! 



Recently Jeanne Farrington brought to our at-

tention a book by Disciples of Christ pastor, 

consultant, judicatory staff, and observant au-

thor Rev. Dr. Ruth Fletcher. In Thrive: Spiritual 

Habits of Transforming Congregations Dr. 

Fletcher makes the case that, across denomina-

tions, locations, and sizes, churches that are 

thriving share a complex of habits that under-

gird their health and vitality. It is, I have to say, 

quite a good book and one well worth reading 

for those interested in 

the recovery of main-

line and progressive 

churches. 

I have invited our 

church council to pick 

up the book and give it 

a read, intending 

(beginning this Fall) 

that we will devote a 

portion of each month-

ly meeting to a discus-

sion of one of the 

twelve relevant habits. 

It seems to me though that it would just be 

incredibly useful to reach a wider network of 

conversational partners, so I’m both inviting 

everyone to read it, and suggesting that we 

might hold a monthly potluck, or some other 

kind of gathering, as an opportunity to discuss 

how we perceive these habits and our congre-

gational relationship to them. 

Like a great many mainline church communi-

ties in the last many decades we have we have 

often drifted away from the harbors of spiritual 

community and more toward the shores of 

Church as a kind of spiritual cafeteria where we 

can be served what we want when we want it 

and leave the rest for others.  While we may 

agree or disagree with Dr. Fletcher’s under-

standing and experience of these twelve vital 

categories, they nonetheless offer us an excel-

lent opportunity to discuss core values and 

what/how we should be pursuing as a spiritual 

community.  

I invite you to join this conversation, which will, 

most likely, begin in earnest in October. Our 

church office has 20 copies of the book availa-

ble to borrow if you are interested. 

dinner, we found ourselves sitting with a young woman 

whom we engaged in conversation. It turns out that Aman-

da Sheldon attends the Loomis UCC church and works for 

the National Church Disaster and Refugee ministries. We 

learned a great deal about our denomination’s involvement 

in disaster relief work (including available work trips to 

places like Texas and Puerto Rico) as well as the refugee 

resettlement work, we do in many places. It was an inspir-

ing conversation that we hope might engender more inter-

est and action on our part. Such conversations are common 

at these gatherings. We learn a great deal from each other. 

In general, getting involved in the wider life of the Church 

pays dividends in many ways, and there are an almost end-

less number of opportunities to do so. From serving on the 

Conference Council to being a delegate to our local Associ-

ation activities (Santa Clara Association) from serving on 

one of our vital Committee On Ministry sections (they all 

require both clergy and lay membership) to volunteering 

for Church Camps or various ministry task forces. Like the 

local church, we only work when we work together. 

But Conference Annual Gathering is a marvelous oppor-

tunity to get to see a wider church community in prayer 

and action. It has almost always been a dynamic and im-

pressive experience for those who have attended as dele-

gates. Find out who we are and what we do, what we hope 

for and strive for together. Learn about our global ministry 

partnerships that do good and helpful work in communities 

that span the globe. Learn about how our neighbors in oth-

er churches are working through their own hopes and 

dreams.  Discover the opportunities for mission and pil-

grimage that could offer you a richer, deeper, spiritual life, 

or the programs that could help shape our church life here 

at home. 

Next June, we will be looking for another slate of delegates 

to gather on the Sonoma State campus and become the 

Church together. Maybe you would like to consider joining 

us? 

Blessings, 

Pastor Tom  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Thrive 

Summer Coffee:  Each Sunday dur-

ing the summer, June thru September 1st, 

we recruit volunteers to serve the coffee for our fellowship 

time.  Thanks you to those who have already volun-

teered. We still need volunteers for July 21, 28, August 18, 

25, and September 1.  Please stop by the coffee sign-up ta-

ble in Fellowship Hall Sundays after worship or call the of-

fice 408-377-7121 or email office@firstccsj.org. 

There will be no coffee on dates without sign ups. 



July 

David & Dorrie Clark 7/3 

Elton & Jennifer Glover 7/7 

Erik & Cheryl Houts 7/14 

Patrick & Jan Dalton 7/19 

Randy & Laurel Rupp 7/21 

Terry & BJ LaRock 7/21 

Bill & Karen Winchester 7/27 

Jacqui & Chuck Reed 7/28 

Our next meeting is July 20, 2019 

noon - 2:00 p.m. in the Friendship 

Room. If you are in the position of 

being a caregiver or support per-

son (long distance, or nearby), and 

would like to connect with others 

experiencing the same kind of 

challenges, this is the group for 

you.  Whether you are caring for a 

parent or a spouse, sibling or 

neighbor, you are welcome to join 

us.  We meet on the third Satur-

day of each month.  Each meeting 

we have a time of check in, and 

then explore a topic related to 

caregiving. 

Bring a dish to share for our 

monthly potluck. 
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In Our 

Thoughts 

& Prayers 

 Mayetta Behringer  

 Billie Cole 

 Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake 

 John & Mariel Oliver 

 Helen Battad 

 Betty Kirtland 

 Bob Meyer 

 Aimy Franco 

 Mary Remley  

  & Silvia Givens 

 Linda Fish 

 Thomas Schweizer 

 All those who struggling 

with family changes. 

 All those who are recipients 

of hospice care. 

 The women at Elmwood Jail. 

 All Military active duty and 

all Veterans; May we be a 

welcoming congregation for 

all those who have served 

(and their families) in the 

Armed Forces  

2019 SPIRE DATES 

Month Deadline Mailing 

February Mon. Jan. 21 Jan. 29 

March Mon. Feb. 18 Feb. 27 

April Mon. Mar. 18 Mar. 27 

May Mon. Apr. 15 Apr. 24 

June Mon. May 20 May 29 

July Mon. June 17 June 26 

August Mon. July 15 July 24 

September Mon. Aug. 19 Aug. 28 

October Mon. Sept. 16 Sept. 25 

November  Mon. Oct. 21 Oct. 30 

December Mon. Nov. 18 Nov. 27 

January 2019 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27 

Staff Office Hours 
 

Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday 

— Wednesday & takes Thursday 

& Friday off.  Available weekly 

from Saturday through 

Wednesday . Do not expect a 

reply on Thursday or Friday. 

Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed 

9:00 a.m.-noon & by appointment.  

Cindy - Office manager is in the 

office Monday — Friday from 9:00 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Happy Birthday! 

July 

Allen Daily 7/1 

Sally Guan 7/1 

Carla Murakami 7/2 

Jennifer Howden 7/4 

Barbara Thomas 7/6 

Susan Snook-Luther 7/6 

David Swanson 7/7 

Noel Tebo 7/9 

Matthew Domnauer 7/9 

Kay Houts 7/11 

Julie Horst 7/11 

Sue Clayholt 7/13 

Joe Demers 7/13 

Sierra Zaccheo 7/13 

Deb Gordon 7/14 

Lionel Kirton 7/15 

Laurel Rupp 7/15 

Evan Link 7/15 

Daniel Sarabia-Mason 7/16 

Connie Gray 7/18 

Bobbe George 7/22 

George Kreider 7/22 

Rv. Tom Gough 7/23 

Susan Kreider 7/24 

Gary Eckhardt 7/26 

Barbara Gilbert 7/27 

Mat Winchester 7/30 

Happy Anniversary! 

The Stewardship Committee 

wishes to thank all those who 

have pledged so far. We have 99 

pledges for a total of $295,656.00, 

and have had 53 people increase 

their pledges. Our thanks to all of 

you. If you have not sent in your 

pledge, please send in your 

pledge form to our Financial Sec-

retary, Jan Heymann.  

Pledge Report 



BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Church Council 1st Tues 7:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Family Ministries 
                        Team 2nd Sun 11:30 am Church Office 
Common Ground 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 

Trustees 3rd Tues 6:30 pm Friendship Rm 
Diaconate 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Sanctuary 
Outreach 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Office 
Fellowship 3rd Tues 7:00 pm Room 14 

Adult Learning As Needed 
Special Gifts As Needed See Spire Calendar 
Stewardship  As Needed for dates and time. 
Pastoral Relations As Needed  
Personnel Policies As Needed 

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS. 
 

Sun 10:00 am FCC Worship Sanctuary 
 11:00 am FCC Fellowship Fellowship Hall 
 11:30 am Adult Forum Friendship Room 
Mon 10:00 am Morning Women of Faith(1

st
) Friendship Rm 

 11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2
nd

) Courtyard 
 12:15 pm Dream Group Friendship Room 
 2:30 pm Spiritual Practice(2

nd
) Rv. Tom’s Office 

 7:30 pm Bell Rehearsal Sanctuary 
Tues 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room 
Wed 10:00 am Staff Meeting Rv. Tom’s Office 
 7:00 pm Evening Women of Faith(4

th
)  off site 

Wed-Sat10:00 am  Organ Practice Sanctuary 
Thur 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 
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July 2019 

Monday 1 12:44 pm Mega Staff Meeting Rev. Tom’s Office   

Tuesday 2 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room   

Thursday 4   Happy Independence Day! Office Closed   

Saturday 6 1:00 pm UDF Meeting – Coddling of the American Mind Off Site   

Sunday 7 11:30 am Adult Forum - The World of Biblical Israel, Kings & Kingdoms Friendship Room   

Monday 8 11:30 am Dreamer’s Choice Lunch Courtyard   

  8 2:30 pm Spiritual Exploration Rev. Tom’s Office   

Tuesday 9 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room   

Wednesday 10 1:30 pm Family Harvest Food Sorting Off Site   

Thursday 11 7:00pm Safe Parking Meeting Choir Room   

Saturday 13 9:00 am Indivisible Meeting Friendship Room   

Monday 15   Spire Articles Due Church Office   

Tuesday 16 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room   

Saturday 20 12:00 pm CareGivers Support Group Friendship Room   

Tuesday 23 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room   

Wednesday 24 11:30 am Sloppy Joe Lunches Off Site   

Saturday 27 4:00 pm Labyrinth Walk Labyrinth   

Tuesday 30 9:00 AM Spire Folding Church Office   

  30 3:30 pm Wake Up & Knit Friendship Room   



We are an Open and Affirming Congregation! 

Mission Statement:  To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world. 

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M. 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Monday—Friday) Children’s Church School and 

 Nursery Care are available 

 

 

The musical "Doors Open", written by Mark Teagle (former music teacher 

at Carden) which is about a church's struggle to reconcile with the LGBTQ 

community, is performing once again this summer, after holding nine 

performances in the last two years. 

Gloria Bordeaux-Pacholec plays the role of "Pastor Laura", a minister who wants her church to be reconciled 

with the LGBTQ community. 

Mark has added new scenes and an additional song to the origi-

nal script of the play. 

Here are the scheduled performance dates: 

"Doors Open" 

Sunday, July 28, 4:00 p.m. 

Good Samaritan UMC,  

19624 Homestead Rd,  

Cupertino 

Sunday, August 11, 10:00 am 

Wesley UMC,  

566 N 5th St,  

San Jose’s Japan town 

Sunday, August 18, 12:30 pm 

Willow Glen UMC,  

1420 Newport Ave, 

San Jose 

Saturday, August 24, 7:00 pm 

Los Gatos UMC,  

111 Church St,  

Los Gatos 

Saturday, September 7, 7:00 pm 

First UMC,  

2100 J St,  

Sacramento 


