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The Spire • March 2020
Sanctuary Improvement Project
Sunday, March 8 at 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Forum to present the Sanctuary Improvement Project, version 2.0
Please plan to attend the forum on March 8 at 11:15 am to discuss the updated
proposal for Sanctuary Improvements. The forum will be held in the Sanctuary
immediately after the end of the worship service. Childcare will be provided.
The Sanctuary Improvement Ministry Team (SIMT) will provide:

 An overview of the current proposal and a summary of changes
from the previous scope

 Why we believe it is important to implement these specific improvements at this time

 A summary of activities since the last Sanctuary Improvement
presentation

 A high level discussion of how these improvements can be implemented

 Answers to questions raised during the presentation
The SIMT looks forward to re-starting this very important conversation with the congregation.

March 15
Join us for Soup Sunday after church
on Sunday, March 15. If you have a
favorite soup you’d like to make to
share, please let the Fellowship Board
know by contacting Terry Duffy at
408-987-1138 or look for a sign up
table after church. We’re looking for
up to 8 different types of soups. Fellowship Board
will provide bread, butter and drinks.
As part of Soup Sunday, we invite you to
bring a can of soup to donate to the food
pantry at San Jose State University for
students in need.

First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC • In Partnership with United Disciples Fellowship
Church Office: (408) 377-7121 www.firstccsj.org

Daylight
Savings time
begins
March 8th.
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Rev. Tom’s Message
Dear Friends,

it does appear to recommend a
more thorough investigation of the
This month, in our study of Ruth
church’s own environment. Fletcher
Fletcher’s book Thrive, we encountalks about the ministry that can
ter one of the more practical chaparise from simply talking to neighters to date. This chapter on
bors, not about their religious pref“Engaging” is interesting primarily
erences, but
because Fletcher
about their ex. . . many of our churches have
discusses the misperiences living
sion field of the lo- not really kept abreast of the
in the neighcal church as it re- profound changes taking place
borhood. She
all around us.
lates to the local
writes about
community, rather
asking questions why people have
than to a specific issue (set of ischosen to live there, what they like
sues) or a problem that exists elseor dislike, what pressing needs
where in the world. I am reminded
might there be in the neighborhow little I consider our church’s
hood, what fears, what hopes? Deimmediate neighbor as a place of
veloping relationships with neighneeds to be met, or perhaps, more
bors based in a desire for the
honestly, of needs worthy of the
church community to contribute in
church’s attention. For as much as
real ways to the life of their comI’ve walked around and through
munity sounds both challenging
this neighborhood, I have done so
and intriguing. Fletcher lists a wide
with a set of assumptions both
variety of kinds of ministries that
about the neighborhood itself and
can grow out of such encounters,
about the characteristics of real
and I’m sure the list is not exhausministry.
tive by any means. The point is, I
I’m going to have to spend some
imagine, that rather than wishing
time reflecting on this chapter, but for a neighborhood that more ac-

curately reflects
our desired mission field, we
take some time
to get to know
the mission field
in which we find
ourselves.
It seems terribly obvious, and I suspect it once was – back when this
neighborhood was not yet a neighborhood and this church was just
beginning to be a church – the
needs were easy enough to identify
in a newly-minted suburb at a time
when churches were automatically
part of the fabric of the community.
Maybe, maybe not, but it is clear
that many of our churches have not
really kept abreast of the profound
changes taking place all around us.
Maybe it would be a very interesting thing for us to explore together. It seems at least worthy of a
considered conversation.
Blessings,
Pastor Tom

Have a Question, Idea or Concern about Our Church?
Try using our “human suggestion boxes.”
Do you ever have a question or concern about our
Church? Or maybe you have ideas about ways we can
improve. Continuous, interactive communication is
very important, especially about current changes we
are going through, so we encourage you to SHARE
your thoughts.
HERE’S HOW . . .
Introducing this year’s Members‐at‐Large—three
members of our Congregation who will serve as
“human suggestion boxes” for this Church year. Their
responsibility is to enhance communication throughout the Congregation. They will listen to your questions/ideas/concerns and find out the answer or communicate your thoughts to the right person or group

to follow up. They will maintain confidentiality, if requested.
This year’s Members‐at‐Large are:
Lorraine Casto
lorraine.casto@sbcglobal.net
(408) 642‐1194
Debbie Earl
Dmarkusearl@comcast.net
(408) 531‐9549
Carla Zaccheo
czaccheo@sbcglobal.net
(408) 218‐3342
So, please take advantage of our “human suggestion
boxes.” And, thanks for SHARING!
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My favorite stanza of the Breastplate reads:

I arise today
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the
Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation.
I arise today
Through the strength of Christ's birth with His
baptism,
Through the strength of His crucifixion with His
burial,
Through the strength of His resurrection with His
ascension,
Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom.
I arise today
Through the strength of the love of cherubim,
In the obedience of angels,
In the service of archangels,
In the hope of resurrection to meet with reward,
In the prayers of patriarchs,
In the predictions of prophets,
In the preaching of apostles,
In the faith of confessors,
In the innocence of holy virgins,
In the deeds of righteous men.
So begins an ancient Celtic prayer known widely as
the Breastplate of St. Patrick. It is a fairly lengthy
prayer, by most of our standards, but it is a thorough
example of a Celtic lorica or prayer of protection. In
chapter 6 of The Soul’s Slow Ripening the discussion
turns to such prayers and their use as reminders that
the world is not a place under our control, that human life is precarious. The archetypical struggle is the
one between good and evil, often simply within us,
but not always. Prayers of protection function, not as
magic, but as mnemonic devices meant to help us
remember that we are not alone, that God walks with
us, and that our lives function best when they function within boundaries, when we are encircled in love.

I arise today, through
The strength of heaven,
The light of the sun,
The radiance of the moon,
The splendor of fire,
The speed of lightning,
The swiftness of wind,
The depth of the sea,
The stability of the earth,
The firmness of rock.
I love the images here of a power shared with a wide
and dynamic world, the reminder that I am not on my
own entirely, that even the radiance of the moon
pulses with the life of the cosmos. It grounds me in
powerful ways to remember just how much I am a
part of all Life.
This is an encircling prayer and the intention is not so
much to ward off the evil spirits as it is to invite the
presence and strength of God and Creation to be
manifest in and through us. It is also a way to invite
strong and healthy boundaries into our lives and to
armor ourselves against the temptation to say yes to
absolutely everything that comes our way.
Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
So, the Breastplate ends, reminding us to invite the
loving presence of God to empower our every move
and experience. May it be a blessing for those of us
who can use it.

What's Good about Grief?
In recent months our church has experienced many deaths of
long time friends and members. This grief may bring up loss
of other loved ones in our lives over the years. Let's get together to share our stories and learn how to handle our grief
in a safe caring group facilitated by Rev. Penny. Four Tuesdays: March 17, 24, 31 and April 7 from 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Come to as many sessions as you would like.

Save the Date!!
Saturday May 9th
Annual Choir Concert
FCCSJ Fellowship Hall
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Deborah Circle
Deborah Circle will meet on March
4, at 11:00 a.m. in the Friendship
Room. Bring a snack and join us
for conversation and lunch. We
hope to see
you then.
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Council Highlights
 Karen Armor moved that funds
from the “Art & Soul” account
be transferred to the Women’s
Retreat account, to support
craft or other related projects
at Women’s Retreat.

 Karen Armor offered a motion:

The Outreach Ministry Team
moves that the Church Council
authorize $5000.00 to be disbursed to Rebuilding Together
Silicon Valley from the Outreach budget, in support of the
Rebuilding Together Spring
workday.

 Debbie Earl and Karen Armor
explained changes in staffing
Coffee Fellowship

 A revised schedule for Boards

All women are invited to attend
our Women of Faith Groups. We
meet monthly for discussion of a
theme and loving support for one
another. You are welcome to join
either or both groups.
Morning Women of Faith:
Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00
a.m. each month. Our next meeting is March 2, 2020 All women
are welcome to this time of mutual support and caring conversation. Please join us!
Evening Women of Faith:
We will meet on Wednesday,
March 25, 2020 at 7:30pm in the
Youth Room. This will be immediately following the Contemplative
Prayer time with Reverend Tom.
We will continue discussing the
section on Confession in Rachel
Held Evans’ book, Searching for
Sunday.

& Committees was distributed
covering coffee service into
June. This schedule appears at
the end of the minutes. The
number of weeks each will
serve reflects the number of
members on each Board, and
assumes that two members will
staff each week.

 Members of the Congregation
will be encouraged to sign up
to work with the Boards as a
transition to more members
assuming the coffee duties.

 This will be part of the larger

volunteer program that will be
launched later this year.

 Council was updated on the

Sanctuary Improvement project

 The presentation of the updat-

ed plan at Annual Meeting,
which was postponed due to
illness, has been rescheduled to
March 8th after church in the
Sanctuary.

Adult Forums
March 1st: "Joan of Arc" - (Rev.
Penelope Duckworth, Friendship
Room, 11:30am)
Episcopal priest, author, and professor Penelope Duckworth will
speak about Joan of Arc, the subject of her most recent work,
Zabillet: The Second Trial of Joan
of Arc. The work is a full-length
historical drama that tells the story
of the Rehabilitation trial of Joan
of Arc, which took place 25 years
after the Saint was burned at the
stake as a heretic, idolater, and
apostate. The second trial lasted
five years and covered all of
France. It involved many who had
known the heroine: family, childhood friends, soldiers, nobles,
judges, prison guards, confessors,
etc. It also involved the Grand Inquisitor of France, the King of
France, and a host of military, religious, and political figures. What
began as a plea for justice before
three bishops at Notre Dame in
Paris, gathered momentum to
eventually challenge the earlier
trial process and verdict. It is the
story of a grass-roots movement
demanding honor for one who
had been publicly dishonored and
executed.
March 15th through April 5th
(Lenten Series): "The Challenge
of Paul" - (Alan Cole and Shelley
Wessels, Friendship Room,
11:30am)
Paul is one of Christianity’s most
impactful, yet most debated and
misunderstood figures. In “The
Challenge of Paul,” John Dominic
Crossan gives us the benefit of his
lifelong search for the Paul of history to create a new understanding that sheds new light on Paul
and why he is more relevant than
ever today. Crossan brings Paul
“alive” in video with his distinctive
presentation style. In this provocative series, Crossan confronts our
traditional understanding about
Paul that seems to support antihomosexuality, slavery, patriarchy,
and the subjugation of women.
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Family Harvest
Thank You
A big thank you to the people
who volunteered to participate in
Second Harvest Food Bank’s Family Harvest program over the past
year. This group helped ready and
hand out food staples and produce to those folks in need of
supplemental food for their families. Each month families come
with wagons, carts, boxes, or just
themselves to collect needed
food. Second Harvest really needs
and appreciates our help. We
generally have 8 volunteers or so
from our church each month.
The participants this past year
have included: Karen Armor, Susan McNeill-Binden, Glen
Brynsvold, Jennifer Busam, Liz
Carey, Marilyn Cohen, Gwen
Duffy, Terry Duffy, Ewald Goldbach, Diane Kirton, Lionel Kirton,
Mark Knudsen, Kristen Link, Claire
Marcus, Dennis Noren, Marsha
Pollak, Laurel Rupp, Judy Smith,
Judy Stevens, Melinda Street, Kat
Street, Carla Zaccheo, Carol Zink.
If you are interested in participating in this worthwhile effort, you
are most welcome to join us once
or as often as you like. The food
distribution is held at Campbell
United Methodist Church on Winchester Blvd near Hamilton Ave.
the third Tuesday of each month
from 1:30-4:30 pm. Please contact Judy Stevens for more information.

Celebrating 4 years of
Sloppy Joe Lunches!
In 2016 the idea of doing a monthly hot lunch for the homeless young
people at the Bill Wilson Drop In Center was proposed. The Community Service Ministry Team was unsure what the youth would enjoy eating and whether they would want “strangers” coming into their space.
Noel and Ruth Tebo agreed to do the pilot lunch in March. They decided on Sloppy Joe sandwiches, coleslaw, cookies and a drink. Each
month we planned to do a different meal with a different two-person
team. At that point there were between 15 and 20 young people to
serve. The Sloppy Joes were such a hit that we were asked to serve
them every time! Cole slaw, not so much. We switched to a green salad
with lots of veggies. It turned out that Ranch was the only acceptable
dressing (we tried others). Each team decided what kind of homemade
cookies they would bring and what to drink.
We saw how homelessness increased over the years. Recently, we have
been serving up to 30 youth. The volunteers enjoy interacting with our
guests. The youth learn to introduce themselves to the volunteers and
we make sure to repeat the name and give each one our attention as
they came through the serving line. They began to clean up the room
before volunteers arrived and to help carrying in the food. They even
began to clean up their language! This project has been meaningful for
both youth and volunteers. We always hear a thank you from both
youth and staff. They really appreciate the caring people and the
homemade food.
After four years, many FCCSJ members have participated in this program. We are always in need of new volunteers, especially men. The
great majority at the Drop In Center are guys. Below is a listing of volunteers, each deserving our thanks for being the hands of the church
ministering to God’s children in need:
Jennifer Busam, Ellen Cook, Daniel Earl, Debbie Earl, Jennifer Glover,
Deb Gordon, Julie Horst, Diane Kirton, Susan Price, Jacqui Reed, Laurel
Rupp, Judy Stevens, Marsha Stevenson, Maurice Stevenson, Noel Tebo,
Ruth Tebo, John Weidmann, Karen Winchester and Carla Zaccheo.

Acknowledgments & Celebrations
 Rev. Tom thanked Anne Lougee and Penny Phillips for covering worship 2/2/20 while he was on vacation.
 Thanks to Penney Phillips for providing the Lunar New Year decorations for the Annual Meeting potluck.
 Thanks to Joey Gottesman for his warm greeting of newcomers each Sunday.
 Thanks to all for their patience with Cindy Eckhardt while she served jury duty.
 Thanks to all Council members for agreeing to serve their boards this year.
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FCCSJ Help Wanted

United Disciples
Fellowship
Saturday, March 7, 2020
5:00 p.m.

American Covenant: A History of
Civil Religion from the Puritans to
the Present
Led by Sean Everton
Location: Friendship Room
All are welcome! For more information, contact Shelley Wessels at
skwessels24@gmail.com or any
other UDF member.

Trish Fay, CSMT

Village House
Both the Day Center and the Overnight Center for medically fragile homeless women are looking for volunteers to support this vulnerable population. During March the Overnight Center will be at St. Francis Cabrini
and the Day Center will be at Almaden Hills Methodist Church. See the Village House website
(villagehousesccca.com) to sign up or talk to Ellen Cook. The shifts are 2-3 hours where you provide caring
company for the ladies along side a volunteer from the host church.
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Family Ministries
Sunday
School
All Children
(unless they
are already in
Infant care)
begin worship
in the Sanctuary with the entire congregation.
Following the Children’s Moment,
they will be escorted to their Program Rooms until 11:15. Note:
On the 1st Sunday of each month,
the children will remain in worship
to experience Communion and
our full worship service with their
parents. Pre-school children can
remain in worship or go to the
nursery on those Sundays.
Pre-School Room 6: Our Pre-K to
1 graders will join a leader and
nursery attendants where there
will be a Story time, crafts, and
activities based on the “God Loves
Me” curriculum. All Children must
be picked up by a guardian at
11:15.
Elementary Room 14: Children in
grades 2nd to 5th join 2 adult leaders for out “A Joyful Path”, a Progressive Christianity curriculum,
which includes a story, discussion,
individual and group activity time.
All children must be picked up by
a guardian at 11:15

What is all the buzz
about Lent?
It’s Lent, It’s Heifer International,
It’s BEES. Yes, once again the
Family Ministries Lenten project
will be raising money for Heifer
International. This year for
FCCSJ it is the year of the Bee.
Bees are in a decline globally,
but their survival is vital in pollination for food production. The
gift of a hive doubles the fruit
and vegetable production of a
small farm.
Bee Facts:
Pollinate 1/3 of the world’s
crops
Make honey
Make Beeswax
There are 20,000 species of
bees
Every $30 will provide a bee
package, hive, box, training in
bee keeping to a family. Our
goal is to raise money for 100
hives.
Fill a hive, feed a child. The gift
of bees will feed hungry children
not just for a single meal but for
the rest of their lives.

Volunteer Opportunities with
Children and Youth
All of us have talents to offer. Family Ministries is always looking for
people who are interested in sharing their talents with the children
and youth of this church. We have one-time opportunities such as
leading program for Kids Night Out. We have scheduled opportunities
on Sunday morning teaching or helping in Church School or helping
with the Youth. If you are interested, please contact Maryann Coole
Maryann Coole Director of Family Ministries
youthdirector@firstccsj.org or 408-377-7121 ex. 114.
Office hours - Monday & Thursday 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Sunday Youth Schedule:
1st Sunday of the Month
3/112/1-Youth Breakfast Club
8:30 am to 11:15 am
2nd Sundays
3/8-Church Youth 10:00 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m.
3rd Sundays
3/15-Youth at Play 10:00 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m.
4th Sundays
3/22-World Youth 10:00 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m.
Sundays weekly
Youth Hang Out 11:15 to 1PM
th
5 Sundays
3/15-Youth at Play 10:00 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m.

Children Activities
3/1 Children in Church
3/8 Church School
Younger Jericho – “A Tall
Wall”
Older Humility – “Touching
the Moon”
3/15 Church School
Younger An Answered
Prayer – “A Baby for Hanah”
Older Non-Greed – “The
Greedy Gambler”
3/22 Church School
Younger Palm Sunday –
“Hosanna!”
Older Palm Sunday –
“Standing Tall”
3/29 Church School
Younger Easter – “The Best
Day Ever!”
Older Easter– “New Life”
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Staff Office Hours

March
Shirley Moore

3/2

Luna Punsal

3/2

Zoe Campbell-Eby

3/3

John Weidmann

3/4

Michal Stachnick

3/4

Nancy Lucid

3/5

Kathleen Nesbitt

3/6

Elizabeth Watson

3/7

Bob Glaser

3/9

Betsey Woodward

3/10

Ann Lougee

3/23

Thomas Schweizer

3/26

Nicole Link

3/26

Jay Perrine

3/27

David Proulx

3/27

Colin Domnauer

3/29

March
Lynn and Alan Cole

3/15

Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday
— Wednesday & takes Thursday
& Friday off. Available weekly
from Saturday through
Wednesday. Do not expect a
reply on Thursday or Friday.
Maryann’s office hours are
Monday and Thursday 1:00 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
Kristin’s hours are Mon & Wed
9:00 a.m.-noon & by
appointment.
Cindy - Office manager is in the
office Monday — Friday from 9:00
a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
2020 SPIRE DATES
Month
Deadline
Mailing
January 2020 Mon. Dec. 16 Dec. 27
February Mon. Jan. 20
Jan. 28
March
Mon. Feb. 17
Feb. 26
April
Mon. Mar. 16 Mar. 25
May
Mon. Apr. 20
Apr. 29
June
Mon. May 18 May 27
July
Mon. June 15 June 24
August
Mon. July 20
July 29
September Mon. Aug. 17 Aug. 26
October
Mon. Sept. 21 Sept. 30
November Mon. Oct. 19
Oct. 28
December Mon. Nov. 16 Nov. 25
January 2021 Mon. Dec. 21 Dec. 30

In Our Thoughts
& Prayers





Billie Cole







Mariel Oliver



All those who are recipients of hospice care.



The women at Elmwood
Jail.

Noel Tebo
Martha Guthrie
Darlene Bogle & Becky
Lake
Helen Battad
Betty Kirtland
Thomas Schweizer
All those who struggling
with family changes.



All Military active duty
and all Veterans; May we
be a welcoming congregation for all those who have
served (and their families)
in the Armed Forces
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March 2020
Sunday
Monday

1 11:30 am
Adult Forum—Joan of Arc
2 10:00 am
Morning Women of Faith
2
2:30 pm
Mega Staff Meeting
3
7:30 pm
Church Council Meeting
4 11:00 am
Deborah Circle
7 12:00 pm
UDF Meeting —
8
Daylight Savings Time Begins — Spring Ahead!
8 11:15 am
Adult Forum—Sanctuary Improvements
8 11:30 am
Family Ministries Meeting
9 11:30 am
Dreamers Choice Lunch
2:30 pm
Spiritual Exploration Group
14
9:00 am
Indivisible Meeting
14
9:00 am
Soup Prep Party
15 11:00 am
Soup Sunday
15 11:30 am
Adult Forum—The Challenge of Paul
16
Spire Articles Due
17
1:30 pm
Family Harvest Food Sorting
22 11:30 am
Adult Forum—The Challenge of Paul
22 11:45 am
Executive Bard Meeting
24
9:00 am
Spire Folding
25 11:30 am
Sloppy Joe Lunches
25
7:00 pm
Evening Women of Faith
28
4:00 pm
Labyrinth Walk
29 11:30 am
Adult Forum—The Challenge of Paul

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Saturday

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS.

Sun

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
Mon 10:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
12:15 pm
2:30 pm
7:30 pm
Tues
3:30 pm
Wed
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
Wed-Sat10:00 am
Thur
7:30 pm

FCC Worship
Sanctuary
FCC Fellowship
Fellowship Hall
Adult Forum
Friendship Room
Lectionary Study
Friendship Room
Staff Meeting
Rv. Tom’s Office
Morning Women of Faith(1st)Friendship Rm
Dreamer’s Choice Lunch (2nd)
Courtyard
Dream Group
Friendship Room
Spiritual Practice(2nd) Rv. Tom’s Office
Bell Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Wake Up & Knit
Friendship Room
Prayer Group
Rev Tom’s Office
Evening Women of Faith(4th) off site
Organ Practice
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
Choir Room

Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Rev. Tom’s Office
Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Sanctuary
Youth Room
Courtyard
Rev. Tom’s Office
Friendship Room
Kitchen
Fellowship Hall
Friendship Room
Church Office
Off Site
Friendship Room
Rev. Tom’s Office
Church Office
Off Site
Youth Room
Labyrinth
Friendship Room

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Church Council
Family Ministries
Common Ground
Trustees
Diaconate
Fellowship
Executive Council

1st Tues
2nd Sun
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
3rd Tues
4th Sun

Adult Learning
Special Gifts
Outreach
Stewardship
Pastoral Relations
Personnel Policies

As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed

7:30 pm
11:30 am
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
11:30 am

Friendship Rm
Church Office
Friendship Rm
Friendship Rm
Sanctuary
Room 14
Rv. Tom’s Office

See Spire Calendar
for dates and time.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday)
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday)

Children’s Church School and
Nursery Care are available

Mission Statement: To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation!

