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First Congregational Church of San Jose Å UCC   
In partnership with United Disciples Fellowship  

The Spire Å January 2018 

Saturday, January 27, 2018   
 

Potluck Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

in Fellowship Hall 
  

(Our Youth will host tables as a fund-

raiser for their Mission Trip) 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting in the Sanctuary at 7:15 p.m. 
Please sign up after worship (any Sunday in January) or call the church office to let us know you will 

join us.  The meeting will include reports and special recognition awards.  We will vote on our nomi-

nations for boards and committees.  This is an important meeting;  please plan to attend ñ  your 

voice and your vote are needed.  Childcare will be provided during the business meeting.  As always, 

our long-time members will be recognized, but in a new way this year, so be on the look out! 

Stewardship Committee Proposes  

New òSustainable Givingó Campaign  
FLASH!! The Stewardship Committee is proposing a new and improved way 

to conduct our Churchõs annual pledge campaign. Your yearly financial 

pledge supporting the Church budget is critically important because it helps 

pay and provide benefits to our staff, meet the costs of Church operations, 

and run the fantastic programs we all love.  

Our pledge campaign happens in the spring, but itõs never too early to think 

about how we can make it better and more successful. The goals of the pro-

posed changes are SIMPLICITY, TIMELINESS and SUSTAINABILITY.  

The òSustainable Givingó model will make it easier for everyone to make 

their pledge by April 29, 2018 (In-gathering Sunday). The new campaign 

will also include more opportunities for you to learn and understand about 

church finances and the pledge process. On January 2, the Committee is 

asking Church Council for a vote of confidence in support of the Sustainable 

Giving pledge campaign. You will receive more details by mail after the 

meeting.  

To learn more and for answers to your questions, be sure to come to 

the church-wide Annual Meeting on Saturday, January 27, 2018.  You 

can also talk with any member of the Stewardship Committee. 

From Your Stewardship Committee: Liz Carey, Jennifer Busam, Cindy Eckhardt, 
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United Disciples  
Fellowship 

Saturday, January 6, 2018 ð 
6:00 p.m. 

We will be viewing and dis-

cussing the film òMcFarland USA,ó 

the true against-all-odds story of 

the 1987 McFarland high school 

cross country team in an eco-

nomically challenged community. 

Location: Friendship Room 

For more information, please 
contact Shelley Wessels at  

skwessels24@gmail.com.  

Sunday , February 11, 2018  

2:30 p.m. 
Patty has 

been 

called to 

the First 

Congrega-

tional 

Church of 

Bellevue, 

WA as 

their Pas-

tor of Congregational Care and 

Outreach, and she will be moving 

very soon (Sue will stay for a few 

more months before joining Patty 

in Bellevue.) On Sunday February 

11, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. in the after-

noon, we will have the profound 

honor of her ordination here at 

First Congregational Church of 

San Jose.  All are welcome! 

GREETINGS, from Rev. Shernell! 

On behalf of the Church Council, I would like to announce to you that 

deep conversation is being had about the possibility of a Cub Scout 

troop being formed at OUR church! Well, let me explain that betterê 

We would be a HOST SITE for a Cub Scout troop at our church (still ex-

citing)! But, there are many things that would need to be put into place 

prior to that final decision being made. 

The first is that we would need a Leader. A liaison, if you will, to the 

group and to the BSA. We would also need SCOUTS! We are talking 

about potential Cub Scouts (see above sharply dressed young lad) that 

would range in grades 2-5. There would be continual recruiting going 

on through the BSA to area schools, but, we first want to know if our 

own church family has any such interest!  Would you, or someone you 

know, be interested in being a Leader? Would your child, or a child you 

are vaguely familiar with at this point in your life, be a kid who would 

like to their awesome meter to go through the roof by being a Cub 

Scout?  

ALSO, it is IMPORTANT to us that you all know that this would extend to 

GIRLS! (Holy, Mackerel!) Yep! We would want this troop to mirror our 

values here at First Congregational Church of San Jose, which would 

mean INCLUSIVE and non-gender binding! It would also welcome those 

members of our family that identify as LGBTQAI! Howõs THAT for honor 

and value?!  

So, if you THINK you might be interested in you or your kiddo being a 

part of this potential group, then please contact Terry Duffy via email at: 

gtmduffy@yahoo.com. He will be happy to take note of your name and 

answer any questions regarding the possibility of this group being started! 

Sanctuary Improvements Ministry Team 

Still at Work The SIMT has received from our architect, John 

Miller, a set of detailed schematics with updates to the sanctuary based 

on the feedback we've been collecting from the congregation over the 

last several years.  We plan to present these plans along with details of 

a potential capital campaign to the congregation in March.  We're very 

impressed and look forward to sharing eve-

rything with the congregation at that 

time.  If you have any questions in the 

meantime, don't hesitate to contact any of 

us on the Sanctuary Improvements Ministry 

Team. 

Deanne Everton, Mark Knudsen, Ann Swan-

son, Becky Lake, Brad Cox, Brian Link, Ruth & 

Noel Tebo, Rev. Tom Gough 

Save the Date 

mailto:gtmduffy@yahoo.com
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There is little doubt that we are 

òliving in most interesting times,ó 

as Joseph Chamberlain said in a 

speech at the end of the 19th Cen-

tury. So much so that it appears 

to be beyond anyoneõs capacity to 

predict what might happen next. I 

am writing this at the tail end of 

2017, looking 

ahead at what 

2018 might 

hold, and find-

ing that I really 

have absolutely 

no idea. It may 

be a sign of aging, and the long-

term experience of complexity, 

that leads me to know that I know 

little, especially about the future, 

yours, mine, or ours. 

I do, however, have a fair measure 

of confidence in, and for, the fu-

ture. I have confidence in God, of 

course, but God isnõt especially 

predictable, in case you hadnõt 

noticed. My confidence is, really, 

in community. Now, I know that a 

great many of us were weaned on 

the idea of being òself-made.ó We 

get fairly invested in the romance 

of being the kind of people who 

pull themselves up by their boot-

straps and fight their way to the 

top, in spite of others. We like be-

ing winners, naturally, and pulling 

ahead of the herd. Itõs an appeal-

ing idea, but itõs really a bit of a 

false narrative.  

Not even the most influential and 

competent people ever go it 

alone. Instead they were part of a 

community of friends, peers, 

teachers, and mentors who 

helped push them to become the 

people they had the potential to 

be. No matter how talented we 

may be, weõre not going to get 

very far without being part of a 

community. At its heart, while 

thereõs nothing especially magical 

about it, a Church is first and fore-

most a community of people. Re-

gardless of theological under-

standing or orientation, regardless 

of size or prominence, a Church is 

a community. Churches are not 

the only 

forms of 

community 

in the world, 

and God 

knows they 

are not al-

ways even the most helpful forms 

of community, but they can be 

powerfully formative for us. 

As the year ends, and I look back, 

I am made keenly aware of this 

community power as I consider all 

the ways you care for one anoth-

er. We seem to have had more 

than our share of beloved folks 

suffering illness and injury, but 

you all have found ways of caring 

for each other. For some, your 

care has been ancillary to the care 

and support of family, for others 

this FCCSJ community forms the 

bulk of the care they receive. As I 

look ahead, to a new year, per-

haps a new day, I return to my 

sense of confidence that, here in 

this place, whatever our most in-

teresting times present us with, 

we will rise to that challenge as 

well. Here, in this place, people 

are cared for, hearts are opened, 

relationships forged, spirits are 

formed, and we are sent out into 

the world as ambassadors for 

hope, and care, and possibility. 

May your New Year bring you 

blessing, and may you bring your 

blessings back home to share. 

Peace, 

Tom 

Dear First Congregational Church 

Of San Jose, 

As the C.E.O. of All Hands and 

Hearts, Smart Response, for-

merly All Hands Volunteers, I 

would like to thank you per-

sonally for your thoughtful gift 

of $200.00 on 12/13/2017 to 

our Puerto Rico Hurricane Re-

sponse Program. As you may 

have heard, we recently 

merged with long term part-

ner Happy Hearts Fund. Given 

our shared values and over-

lapping missions, we recog-

nized that we can help more 

people by consolidating re-

sources and streamlining op-

erations. 

 

 

On behalf of those who serve, 

 

Erik Dyson 

Executive Director 

. . . influential and competent people ever 

go it alone. . . they were part of a commu-

nity of friends, peers, teachers, and men-

tors who helped push them to become the 

people they had the potential to be.  

Rev. Tomõs Message 

Patty Ebner
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Sunday School 

All Children (unless they are al-

ready in Infant care) begin wor-

ship in the Sanctuary with the en-

tire congregation. Following the 

Children's Moment, they will be 

escorted to their Program Rooms 

until 11:15. Note: On the 1st Sun-

day of each month, the children 

will remain in worship to experi-

ence Communion and our full 

worship service with their parents. 

Pre-school children can remain in 

worship or go to the nursery on 

those Sundays. 

Pre-School Room 6: Children ages 

3-6 join our Nursery attendants 

for story-time, crafts, and activi-

ties. All children must be picked 

up by a guardian at 11:15.  

Elementary Room 8: Children in 

grades K-5 join 2 adult leaders for 

our Illustrated Earth, Celebrating 

God's Creation curriculum, which 

includes a Bible-based story, dis-

cussion, individual and group ac-

tivity time. All children in grade 3 

and under must be picked up by a 

guardian at 11:15. Older children 

will be released to the Fellowship 

Hall. 
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Contact:  Marlie Heberling, 

youthdirector@firstccsj.org 

408.250.9937 (Call or Text) 

VORTEX (Grades 6-8) 

1st SUNDAYS, 6:00-8:00 P.M. 

All Junior High youth are invited 

to join FLUX for dinner and an in-

teractive worship experience at 

Dinner Church.  

FLUX (Grades 9-12) 

Sunday, 6:00 - 8:30 PM           

Senior High youth are invited to 

go deeper into faith formation, 

social justice, and cultural issues. 

FLUX combines with VORTEX for 

the First Sunday's Dinner Church.  

1st Sunday: Dinner Church  

(Dinner and an interactive worship 

experience) 

2nd Sunday: Faith Formation 

(Lessons and activities that help 

youth delve more into their per-

sonal beliefs and experiences) 

3rd Sunday: Spiritual Practices  

(An interactive lesson on a specific 

spiritual practice) 

4th Sunday: Beyond Our Walls   (A 

look at the beliefs and practices of 

different Christian denominations 

and other world religions)  

2018 CHILDREN'S  

PROGRAM SIGNUPS  

HAVE BEGUN 

Requirements to be a Program 

Leader or Aide: 

§ A desire to support the children 

of our church in a very tangible 

way. 

§ Attendance at our church for a 

minimum of 6 months. 

§ One free Sunday morning when 

you can commit to providing 

leadership or assisting the lead-

er. 

NOT required: 

ǅ Teaching credentials and expe-

rience 

ǅ All the answers about God  

Please see the signup sheet in Fel-

lowship Hall after worship. Check 

your calendars and join us in this 

critical aspect of church leader-

ship. You can sign up for one Sun-

day or multiple Sundays as your 

schedule and interest allows. The 

curriculum is easy to follow and 

requires no advanced training. 

(Please note that all youth leaders 

and aides will be required to have 

a confidential background check 

which the church will manage and 

pay for.) 

Childrenõs Ministries 

tel:408.250.9937


In Our 

Thoughts  

& Prayers 

Z Eleanor Tibbetts 

Z Billie Cole 

Z Darlene Bogle & Becky Lake 

Z George & Val Billuris 

Z John & Mariel Oliver 

Z Patty Ebner & Sue Atkinson 

Z Martha Guthrie 

Z Bryan Grady 

Z Rita Knudsen 

Z David Snook-Luther 

Z Tony Mc Call friend of Nancy 

Kell 

Z All those who are recipients 

of hospice care. 

Z The women at Elmwood Jail. 

Z All Military active duty and 

all Veterans; May we be a 

welcoming congregation for 

all those who have served 

(and their families) in the 

All women are invited to attend 

our Women of Faith Groups. We 

meet monthly for discussion of a 

theme and loving support for one 

another.  You are welcome to join 

either or both groups.  
 

Morning Women of Faith: 

Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00 

a.m. each month.  Our next meet-

ing is January 8, 2018 (Note date 

change due January 1st being a 

holiday.).  All women are wel-

come to this time of mutual sup-

port and caring conversation.  

Please join us! 
 

Evening Women of Faith:   

Evening Women of Faith has a 

tradition: in January, we go to the 

movies. The movie will be chosen 

close to the date and we'll let you 

know the time and place. Every-

one is invited, including spouses 

and friends. Reserve Wednesday, 

January 24 for Movie Night! 

At the February 28 meeting we 

will discuss True Love: A Practice 

for Awakening the Heart by Thich 

Nhat Hanh.  
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 ̈To Patrick Campbell for creat-
ing the slide show that began 

worship on the first Sunday in 

Advent, and to all the mem-

bers of the Worship Renewal 

Team for their efforts in pre-

paring the series 

 ̈To Rev. Shernell Stilley and the 
Chancel Choir and to soloists 

Terry Duffy, Susan McNeill-

Binden, and Kristina McHenery 

for the deeply moving Gospel 

Service November 19, 2017. 

 

Highlights: 
Clerkõs annual membership report 

and motion 

Motion: I move that Carol Gurski, 

Rachel Hendricks-Key, Rebecca 

Hendricks & Ted Key, Betty Rob-

erts, Leta Shattuck, Dale Bender, 

Jan Mc Namara, Greg Sgarlotto, 

Cliff & Susan Wadiak be trans-

ferred to the roll of inactive mem-

bers on December 31, 2016 if the 

clerk has not been notified that 

they wish to remain part of our 

active membership. 

Motion Carried 

 

Diane Betz and Bill Albrecht, rep-

resenting Boy Scouts of America, 

gave a presentation about becom-

ing a chartering organization for a 

unit, including details of process, 

including our role and commit-

ment in running the unit. 

Motion: That Council will proceed 

with exploring the possibility of 

chartering a Cub Scout pack. 

Moved by Sean Everton Second: 

Mark Domnauer           Motion 

Carried Terry Duffy volunteered to 

lead a committee to act on the 

motion 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

Council Highlights 

Celebration of the Winter Solstice on December 21, 2017. 

Picture taken by Karen Armor during the contemplation time in Fellowship Hall 

���‘�Š�—�”�1���˜�ž�÷ 
This Christmas Season has made us appreciate our 

church family very much.  The many cards and letters we 

received when we were on the church prayer list was very 

much appreciated.  John & Mariel Oliver 


