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First Congregational Church of San Jose • UCC
In partnership with United Disciples Fellowship

The Spire • May 2017
Our Faith, Our Voices
1st Congregational Church of San Jose’s
12th Annual Choir Concert
Saturday, May 13th – 3:00 p.m.

Featuring the Chancel and Handbell Choirs in a performance of favorite sacred and secular works
by André Thomas, Amy Grant, Kim Arneson, Brian Tate and many others. We will be accompanied by both of our wonderful keyboardists, along with flute, guitar, violin, and bass.
This is always a delightful afternoon, well attended by many members and friends of FCCSJ as we
fill Fellowship Hall with music. We hope you will bring your friends, neighbors, and family to this
wonderful event.
A free-will offering will be taken.
A reception follows the concert.

An Attitude of Gratitude!

It’s Pledge Season. Join us at In-Gathering Sunday – May 7.

We are in the midst of an important time for our Church –
Pledge Season. This is when we ask you to prayerfully consider
your financial contribution for the coming year and how your support will help
keep Jesus’ vision growing throughout the Church and our community.
Early in April, you should have received a pledge form and information in
the mail. We hope you will complete your form and then join us during worship
on In-Gathering Sunday, May 7, as we joyfully come together to offer our
pledges.
Why May 7?
When all pledges are received by May 7, we make it possible for
our Board of Trustees to set a more accurate and complete budget for the coming year, which begins July 1. After the InGathering service, we’ll celebrate at a Sandwich & Salad Potluck. Be sure to
sign up for the Potluck during coffee fellowship on any Sunday in April.
Can’t attend May 7?
Mail in your completed pledge form before May 7 in an envelope marked
“Confidential.” Address it to the Church Office, Attention Jan Heymann, Financial
Secretary. (All pledges are confidential. The Financial Secretary is the only person
who knows the names of people pledging and the amounts.)
Throughout April , the Stewardship Committee is hosting coffee fellowship. Feel
free to stop by, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, and ask us about stewardship and
pledging.
Thank you for your continuing support of our Church.
Your Stewardship Committee; Liz Carey & Jennifer Busam,
co-chairs; Cindy Eckhardt, Dan Scheve and Carla Zaccheo

Church Office: (408) 377-7121 www.firstccsj.org
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Ministry Team tours Veterans Hospice Center
Our member, Rev. Penny Phillips is a Chaplain at the Palo Alto Veterans
Hospital working in the Hospice Center. Members of our Community Service Ministry Team
recently went to visit her and tour the Hospice
Center. They also met with a psychologist at the
center and Chaplain Rabbi Fishman
It is a wonderfully run facility with the patients
and their families receiving the best of physical
and spiritual care.
Rev. Penny noted that there are some personal
use items not supplied by the VA that would be much appreciated by
their patients; such as:
- Socks with grips on the soles
- Sippy cups (solid colored, no logo’s)
- Packaged cookies (a favorite is Pepperidge Farm cookies)
- Teas (all kinds)
- Disposable razors
- Coloring books & colored pencils (adult & children)
During the month of May, the Community Service Ministry Team
seeks your help in supplying these items for the Veterans in Hospice
Care. You may drop your donations at our Team’s table in Fellowship
Hall on all Sunday mornings in May. If you prefer, cash donations can
be also be made; and the Ministry Team will make the purchase. Thank
You!
For more information contact members of the Community Service Ministry Team: Judy Stevens, Helen Battad, or email Ruth Tebo
(teboruth@gmail.com).

Hats for
Mother’s Day
The Sacred Space Ministry Team
would like to encourage all women to dust off their favorite hat
and wear it to church on Mother’s
Day, May 14th. The Team will be
decorating the altar on Mother’s
Day with women’s hats from the
past to the present. If you have a
special hat that you would like to
display, please contact Ruth Tebo,
408-446-1030;
teboruth@gmail.com.

Altar Flowers
Share a special occasion
or a memory of a loved
one by donating a
flower arrangement for
the altar. There is a
Flower Chart posted on
the bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall. Choose
an open Sunday, fill in
your name and the
name or occasion you
are celebrating, and slip
a check for $45.00 into
the envelope by the
chart. On the Sunday
you’ve chosen, you may
take the arrangement
with you after the
service to enjoy.

Council Highlights
Acknowledgments &
Celebrations:



Nancy McHenery - Thank you to
the Fellowship Board for hosting
Family Game Night. Great way to
have fun with mixed generations.



Kristen Link - Congrats. to the
Spirit Drummers Nathan Lipman,
Logan Stachnik, Casey Howden
and Eva McArther, who did such a
great job leading the worship last
month.



Rev. Tom – To the IT Ministry
Team for doing so much work to
upgrade the church internet access; and to Karen Armor for tailoring several clergy shirts for Rev.
Tom; to Darlene Bogle for all her
work making pastoral calls



Rev. Shernell – celebrating that
William Stilley started a job on
Tuesday, April 4, 2017!
Highlights:
 Karen Armor reported that the
Task Force has finalized the timeline for Saturday, June 24 of
the Sustainability Fair; they are
working on the scheduling of
speakers. She listed non-profits
attending, including Valle
Verde. Mentioned inviting San
Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, Ken
Yeager, and Jim Beall. Keith Casto
will be moderator for 2 panels
that are presenting.
 Claire Markus reported on Women's Fellowship reorganization:
 WF will no longer be an auxiliary
group to the Church Council.
 They will no longer give funds
to community groups.
 They will be cutting back on
officers. Claire will be President.
They are giving up all of their
general meetings.
 The Cabinet will meet before
the Circle meeting. Circle will
continue to meet.
 The Women's Retreat will continue.
 Bake Sales will continue, if there
is a chairman.
 WF will do the three coffee services in September, since those
are on the calendar.
 WF will partner and help Community Service with Material
Aid, as they have been doing in
the past.
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Rev. Tom’s Message
Dear Friends,

tain amount of stuff you have to
take with you if you are going to
survive for long, but it is always
possible to fill your backpack with
so much that you can hardly lift it.
Knowing what you absolutely
need as you set off is the real
trick.

Congratulations Graduates! In
May, as Spring moves toward
Summer, transformation is in the
air all around us. Trees leaf out,
birds return, the world fairly hums
with the promise of renewal. One
the many things that occur in the
life of our community is the trans- Yet in truth, moving forward from
formation of High School seniors
high School is probably less like a
into High School graduates, but
well-planned hike and more like
that is often overlooked by those
preparing to forage your way
of us who are not directly inalong the trail. Your skills (your
volved. This year we have 11
core values) are really what will
members of our Youth
see you through. Beyond that, you
Group though, who are
will almost always find the things
set to move into
you need along the way. It isn’t
this next phase
always easy to
. . . moving forward
of Life, and I
trust this, but
think it defrom high school is probably as someone
serves a little
well more
less like a well-planned hike
acknowledgthan half way
and more like preparing to for- along the
ment.
age your way along the trail.
trail, I assure
For a great many of
you it’s true.
us the memory of
Both people and situations will
this transitional moment in our
constantly present themselves, for
lives is vague for several reasons.
good and for ill, and it is generally
Perhaps time and subsequent exwho you are that will help you
perience have taken their toll, but
decide how to respond.
I think it is just as likely that our
own graduations were so exciting, We can hope certain things for
and anxious, and down right
you, even hope that you are
fraught, that even our best memspared certain things, but what is
ories of the moment are pretty
really different this time (and what
blurry. Maybe that’s just me
scares us in your behalf) is that
though. I do remember that by
you have to take what you have
the time I graduated from High
learned and negotiate the rest of
School I was already pretty fothe trail now. Here at FCCSJ one
cused on the next thing which, for of the things we hope is that what
me, was college. Yet, as I look
you have experienced as a part of
back I recognize the extent to
our Youth Program and Church
which I felt I had to have everyFamily will be of inestimable value
thing planned, everything worked
in helping you to respond posiout, before I even made it that far. tively to what Life offers you next.
You have been a great group, inNow I know that there is a trespiring and a lot of fun. Your presmendous amount of pressure on
ence and your energy will be
the rest of us to cobble together
missed around here. We hope you
words of wisdom and meaningful
will come back and check in on us
advice to discharge in the direconce in a while, let us see how
tion of graduates, but I also recall
you are doing, but just know, we
that very little of that advice was
are proud of you, and we wish
meaningful to me at the time, let
you the very greatest of blessings
alone useful. It’s a bit like setting
in your new lives.
off on a long hike. There is a cer-

Adult Forums
ISLAM April 30th & May 7th

(Friendship Room, 11:30am)
Beginning April 30th we will start
a two-part forum series on Islam
that will be a combination of videos from the Great Courses discussion. The first Sunday we will
watch two (30 minute) videos that
explore the beginnings of Islam
("Muhammad, Qur'an, and Islamic
Civilization") and its basic beliefs
("Unity in Islam--The Five Pillars").
The second Sunday (May 7th) we
will watch only one video, which
examines the considerable variety
within Islam ("Diversity Among
Muslims"), not only the differences between Sunni, Shia, and
Sufi but also the differences within those groups.

United Disciples
Fellowship
Saturday, May 6, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Jeanne Farrington’s home
We are having
our annual retreat on May 6.
Jeanne, Alan
Cole, and Shelley Wessels will be leading us in
an examination of “Truth and Untruth in a Time of Fake News and
Alternative Facts.” We invite everyone to join us for what will surely be an invigorating discussion,
complete with selections from the
film “(Dis)honesty: The Truth
About Lies.”
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Women’s Fellowship
May Luncheon
May 10th will be Women’s Fellowship’s last General Meeting. We
will be honoring our Past Presidents, and they will be guests at
the luncheon. Our speaker will be
Steve Yvaska from the Mercury
News. His topic will be about
“Collecting”. He is a delightful
speaker, and has been here several times to speak to Women’s
Fellowship. He writes a column
once or twice a month in the
Sunday Mercury News. Tickets
will be sold after Church on April
30th and on May 7th. The cost is
$5.00, and the food donation is
dried or canned beans or rice.
The luncheon will be prepared by
Barbara Kilburn, Claire Markus,
and Betsey Woodward. As always,
everyone is welcome to buy a
ticket and join us. You may call
the Church Office before May 9th
to leave a reservation.

Deborah Circle
Deborah Circle will meet on May
3rd at 10:00 am in the Friendship
Room. Diane Noren will again
share some of her dolls with us. If
you have a doll to share, please
feel free to bring it to the meeting and share it with the group.
Hostesses will be Betsey Woodward and Claire
Markus.
Tickets will be on
sale for our May
Luncheon for
$5.00 apiece.
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“Things Still Burning” by: Rev. Shernell J. Edney-Stilley
As we are wrapping up Easter, I am
thinking about how some of us may
be more frazzled than relaxed. The
Lent season is supposed to be this
time of sacrifice and letting go, but
the truth is, for me anyway, that I
probably need 40 months and not
40 days to achieve any sort of
rehabilitation of the mind. So, I
reflected back on a time when I had
a similar experience during a past
Lent and decided to share those
thoughts since they are still relevant
for many today.

it? I decided to bundle up my
thoughts into a few key words and
quickly folded my paper to be
passed forward.

While quietly reflecting on what I
had written, I was all of a sudden
overcome with a most peculiar
smell. Oddly enough, it was one
that was pungent, yet at the same
time slightly intoxicating. I breathed
harder to smell it again. There had
to be some reason I was so taken.
Almost instantly, I felt calm and
knew the power of the scent. It
It was Ash Wednesday and there
wasn’t the literal burning; it was the
was, per usual, a service that night
symbolization that was taking
to attend. As I entered the church, I place. So intoxicating wasn’t the
had a lot weighing on my heart that ashes, but what they meant. It was
I knew was consuming my spirit.
the scent of the sacrifice that
These things had already begun to smelled so sweet. My mind thought
consume my days and I had
back to the countless passages of
achieved what I thought to be a
Scripture where whole communities
level of functioning duality. I was
built altars and sacrificed their
walking and talking as if everything livelihood. I never understood why
was on track. However, at the same burning animal flesh was referred
time, I was an
to as a
internal ball of It is, after all, in our weakness that God “sweet
confusion. I
fragrance” to
can show the unbelievable amount of
had countless strength that is available to us.
the Lord. But
questions that
now I
seemed to have no answers and
understood more than ever that it
perceived myself to be traveling
wasn’t the actual smell that was
down a path that had no familiar
sweet. It was the level of faith it
landmarks or signs of navigation.
took to sacrifice those things they
Externally, I was prim and proper.
held so dear that created an
Internally, I was panicked and
intoxicating aroma. For me, I was
borderline paranoid. Yet, here I was holding on so tightly to some
ready to worship. I sat listening to
things that they were becoming my
the Pastor tell us the purpose of the livelihood. I was beginning to
season and what it represents. He
measure myself by standards of the
passed around sheets of paper and world and what the lives of others
pencils telling us that we were free my age looked like. But God was
to write down a regret, mistake,
not pleased. On the paper, now
trouble, or burden with which we
burned to ashes, were those very
were dealing. Once written we
concerns. Left in their place was a
could fold the paper and pass it to sweet fragrance of faith; an aroma
the front where he would burn it in of letting go and believing that
a fire to be disintegrated and
although still painful, God was able
forgotten. My first thought was, “I
to work a miracle out of ashes. I
need more paper.” As I sat and
wondered how something that is
thought about those things
associated with death could be so
pressing on my heart, I felt like I
inspiring. Then, as if pleased that I
wanted to cry. Surely God knew
was finally paying attention, God
what was ailing me and if God
reminded me of the Phoenix. The
hadn’t seen fit to remove the pain
great and mighty bird that rises
yet then it wasn’t going to do any
(Continued on page 6)
good by writing it down. Or, would
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
“Keep your eyes open, hold tight to your convictions, give it all you’ve got,
be resolute, and love without stopping.” 1st Corinthians 16:13-14 MSG
The end of the school year is looming closer and closer and, with 11
seniors in our youth group, we are finding it to be a bittersweet time. I
can see it in the faces of all the youth as they reminisce about awesome
moments from the past and as they consider the future. I myself am
shifting between deep pride at the people these kids have become and
a huge sadness to have to say goodbye to them. Of course, we know
that we aren’t saying goodbye forever…we get breaks and holidays to
catch up with those who are going away to school or travel and we have
several kids staying close by! And yet, our interactions with them will be
different.
They are headed out to adulthood and, with all the excitement and opportunities, comes a twinge or two of fear. Maybe not for them, but certainly for me and, I imagine, their parents. I find myself asking myself
the same questions that I’ve asked every spring for three years now. Do
they know how deeply they are loved and supported by this community
and their families and friends? When those moments of doubt and difficulty come, how will they handle it? Have I done everything that was
mine to do to help them, prepare them?
Then I remember that while we may not be able to be there in times of
trouble, God will be and I find such comfort in that. God has called
these kids – young adults, really – to do and to be great, not necessarily
through academic or work accomplishments, but rather through the
strength of their values, the choices that they make. What a gift that we
get to watch and see what happens.
Blessings,
Marlie Heberling, Director of Youth Ministry
UPCOMING EVENTS
Youth Sunday
AXIS (Grades 6-12)
Sunday, May 21st
Sunday, 10:00 - 11:15 AM
Youth leave after the sermon time. (No
Join us to celebrate our 2017 high
AXIS on the first Sunday of the month)
school seniors and our FOUNDAVORTEX (Grades 6-8)
TIONS graduates.
Sunday, 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Youth meet in the Youth Center. Dinner is 2017 Senior Dinner
included.
Monday, May 22. 6:30-9:30 PM
FLUX (Grades 9-12)
Sunday, 6:00 - 8:30 PM
We would like to invite all 2017
Youth meet in the Youth Center. Dinner is seniors to enjoy a dinner together!
included.
End-of-Year Dinner
FOUNDATIONS (Grades 9-12)
Sunday, June 4, 6:30 PM
October-May, Sundays or Wednesdays
The FOUNDATIONS class offers commuJoin us to celebrate our 2017 high
nication and leadership training, in-depth
school seniors and incoming 9th
faith formation and reflection study, sergraders. All youth and their famivice projects, and more.
This class will fulfill the Confirmation relies are invited.
YOUTH MINISTRIES
OFFERED PROGRAMS

quirements.

For more information, contact Marlie.

Please visit firstccsj.org/youthevents to
see a complete list of upcoming events
and to RSVP.

A Wall of Money for
Our Journey to
Project Hope

No cookie dough, grapefruit,
popcorn, or candy to buy. No
complicated coordination of
schedules or neighbors to annoy
with flocks of plastic birds. All you
need to do is to contribute at
whatever level is most comfortable for you.
In July, a number of our high
school youth will travel to work
beside and learn from Project
Hope in Spokane, WA, coming
back with information about food
security, permaculture, composting, and more. The organization
has developed small farm lots in
urban neighborhoods to address
the problems of food deserts
(lack of access to affordable nutritious food), and to provide
leadership training and work
skills to local disadvantaged
youth.
You will spot our Wall of
Money fundraiser on a bulletin
board in Fellowship Hall. Each
envelope is labeled with a dollar
amount between $1 and $100.
Our goal is to have every envelope off the wall and donations
collected by June 1st. Turn in your
donations to Marlie Heberling,
Kristin Link, or the red box in the
Church Office. Decide how much
you are able to contribute, take
that envelope and follow the instructions inside in order to support our youth on this journey to
Project Hope.

Thank you so much for your support!

Contact: Marlie Heberling,
youthdirector@firstccsj.org
408.250.9937 (Call or Text)
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from the ashes. Often I became
encouraged by the thought of the
bird’s birth, but never processed
the pain of the death. However,
the death is necessary that there
may be life again. That night, I
had to sacrifice my pride and
agenda. I had to allow my fears to
die and be burned to ashes so
that my faith could rise up as the
Phoenix and soar.

We have eight new members of First Congregational Church of San
Jose, who joined Easter Sunday. Welcome from left to right:
Geoffrey & Daniel Sarabia-Mason with their daughter Isabella who was
baptized April 23rd.; William Stilley, Jacen Stilley & Rev. Shernell EdneyStilley; Tana Mack; Micaela Trotter; & Roula Kantzari.

Mark Your Calendar!

The Spring Church
Work Day
is scheduled for Saturday, May
20, from 8am to noon. We will
have many different opportunities
to participate for people of all skill
levels. If you have a particular project you want to work on, you can
add it to our list. Coffee, juice, and
munchies will be provided. So, join
us for fun, fellowship, and service,
as we continue to take care of this
beautiful campus
which has been gifted
to us. For more details, contact Charles
Weidmann at
cpwe@ix.netcom.com
or 408.893.9902.

Memorial Service

ONGOING WEEKLY EVENTS.
Sun.

10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm
6:30 p.m.
Mon.
12:15 pm
7:30 pm
Tues.
3:30 pm
Wed.
10:00 am
12:30 pm
Wed.—Sat. 10:00 am
Thur.
1:00 p.m.
7:30 pm

FCC Worship
Sanctuary
FCC Fellowship
Fellowship Hall
Adult Forum
Friendship Room
Bible 101 (check calendar) Friendship Room
Faith Group (check calendar)Friendship Room
Dream Group
Friendship Room
Bell Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Wake Up & Knit
Friendship Room
Staff Meeting
Rv. Tom’s Office
Spiritual Practice
Rv. Tom’s Office
Organ Practice
Sanctuary
Bereavement Group
Friendship Room
Choir Rehearsal
Choir Room

There will be Memorial Service for
long time member,
John Taylor on
May 20th at 2:00
p.m. in the Sanctuary with a reception following in
the Fellowship Hall.

Fast forward to the present. This
is the beginning of a new month
in what seems like a new year, but
is nearly half over! Although
many of us have already moved
on from this past season, let us
challenge ourselves to still
practice sacrifice. Perhaps practice
and achieve letting go of those
things that we cannot control, yet
still feel the need to hold on to
tightly. Let us rethink solely
shedding pounds of weight, but
also shedding the weight of those
things that we internalize and
hoard from God. It is, after all, in
our weakness that God can show
the unbelievable amount of
strength that is available to us.
Let us run to the safety of our
altars and present before God the
largest sacrifice of all, ourselves.
We must not be afraid of the pain
that will most assuredly come by
allowing our insecurities to die,
but rather immerse ourselves in
the process all the while inhaling
the sweet smell of the ashes. Our
past mistakes, regrets, and
heartaches being burned away
and used as the fertile soil for our
divine rebirth.

BOARD/COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Church Council
Children’s Ministries
Youth Ministries
Common Ground
Diaconate
Outreach
Trustees
Fellowship
Stewardship
Adult Learning
Special Gifts
Pastoral Relations
Personnel Policies

1st Tues.
1st Sun.
2nd Sun.
3rd Tues
3rd Tues.
3rd Tues.
3rd Tues.
3rd Tues.
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed
As Needed

7:30 pm
11:30 am
11:30 am
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Friendship Rm
Youth Center
Youth Center
Friendship Rm
Tom’s. Office
Office Mtg. Rm
Friendship Rm
Room 14
See Events Calendar
for dates and time.
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Our next meeting is May 20, 2017
noon - 2:00 p.m. in the Friendship
Room. If you are in the position
of being a caregiver or support
person (long distance, or nearby),
and would like to connect with
others experiencing the same
kind of challenges, this is the
group for you. Whether you are
caring for a parent or a spouse,
sibling or neighbor, you are welcome to join us. We meet on the
third Saturday of each
month. Each meeting we have a
time of check in, and then explore
a topic related to caregiving.
Bring a dish to share for our
monthly potluck.

In Our
Thoughts
& Prayers




Elinore Tibbetts



Janey Curry recovering
from a fall.

Billie Cole
Jeannine Robeck recovering from broken ribs.



Ellen Robinson mourning
her Mother’s death.




John & Mariel Oliver




Susan Kreider’s mother



All those who are
recipients of hospice care.



The women at Elmwood
Jail.

Gary Eckhardt recovering
from surgery.
All High School Seniors as
they navigate choices for
their future.

All women are invited to attend
our Women of Faith Groups. We
meet monthly for discussion of a
theme and loving support for one
another. You are welcome to join
either or both groups.
Morning Women of Faith
Meets the 1st Monday at 10:00
a.m. each month. Our next meeting is May1, 2017 . All women are
welcome to this time of mutual
support and caring conversation.
Please join us!
Evening Women of Faith:
Meets on the 4th Wednesday at
7:00 p.m. Our next meeting is
May24, 2017 . All women are invited. Contact Ellen Cook with
questions.

Calling All
Graduates
BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY is
May 21, 2017. Please share with
us the name of your graduate
(Senior High and above), name of
the school, and what his or her
future plans are! Deadline for
information to the church office
is May 14th. During worship on
May 21, 2017, the Special Gifts &
Endowment Committee will be
announcing the Robert W. Porter
Scholarship recipients. These
scholarships are awarded to all
graduating seniors who are committed to a future vocation in
helping others. Cindy Eckhardt
officemanager@firstccsj.org

Dear FCC Family,
As many of you know, most of
our family has relocated to Hermitage, Tennessee. Tori is staying behind to finish her senior
year. Markus is still deciding
what direction he wishes to go,
and of course, our oldest, Piper
and family, are still in Gilroy just
until we can coax them our direction. Rest assured, it is only a
matter of time because a grandbaby hangs in the balance! Our
transition has been lengthy and
one which would not have been
so smooth without the support of
our church family! We cannot
thank you enough for all of your
love, support and prayers! A special thank you to Carol Hagler
and Mary Rothgeb for allowing
Mark and Tori to call their home
our home for a while! A special
thank you to the Schweizer’ s for
taking on an additional teenager
for a short time! As always, thank
you to the most fabulous youth
director on the planet! Marlie,
you do such a great job of just
knowing when to reach out to the
kids. You rock! Thank you all!
We love you and will miss you! If
you ever make your way to Nashville, please drop by. Our new
contact information is as follows:
Address: 5205 Starwind Point,
Hermitage, Tennessee 37076
Mark’s Email:
marystrom2002@yahoo.com
Mark’s Phone: 408-628-8927
Tamela’s Email: tamelalrystrom@gmail.com
Tamela’s Phone: 615-305-8139
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Remembering Our Military
Please send updates when possible.

May Birthdays
Audrey Campbell-Eby
Armando Ayala
Bob Meyer
Arsenio Punsal
Ashley Rarick
Jeff Charlesworth
Rusty Davis-Clem
Marty Wohlwend
Alan Woodward
Eric Walsh
Becky Lake
Kathy Cilker
Eli Stachnick
Fletcher Stachnick
Katie Brown
Scott Johnson
Helen Hansen
Kelley Baker
Mayetta Behringer
Diane Noren
Dana Elmore
Erv Fettchenhauer
Bryan Grady
John Bronson
Ted Key
Angel Ruiz
Randy Rupp
Rachel Berge
Judy Demers
Jan Heymann
Michael Nemcik
Debbie Earl

May Anniversaries
5/1
5/2
5/2
5/2
5/2
5/5
5/5
5/5
5/6
5/8
5/9
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/14
5/15
5/16
5/19
5/20
5/20
5/21
5/21
5/21
5/22
5/24
5/26
5/26
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/29
5/31

Dan & Julie Scheve
5/7
Scott & Emily Ware
5/7
Justin Warner & Karyn Cilker 5/20
Terry & Gwen Duffy
5/26
Stan & Bonnie Hunt
5/28
Jeff & Terry Hickey
5/29
Gordon & Kathy Sheridan 5/30

Children’s Ministries
OFFERED PROGRAMS
NURSERY (Age 2 and under)
Sunday, 10:00 - 11:15 AM
Childcare is provided for all kids under 2 years old. Kids may be dropped
off before worship or after the Children’s Moment.
ROOM 6 (Ages 3-6)
Sunday, 10:00 - 11:15 AM
After the Children’s Moment, kids
age 3-6 join a storyteller and door
greeter for our Godly Play curriculum,
which includes a story, discussion,
individual activity time, and a snack.
All children must be picked up by a
guardian at 11:15.
ROOM 14 (Grades 1-5)
Sunday, 10:00 - 11:15 AM
After the Children’s Moment, kids in
grades 1-5 join a storyteller and door
greeter for our Godly Play curriculum,
which includes a story, discussion,
individual activity time, and a snack.
All children in grade 3 and under
must be picked up by a guardian at
11:15. Older children will be released
to the Fellowship Hall.

Army
Greg Smith,
Prayers requested by Katie
Brown
Rob Flournoy, David Christopher
& Luke Groeninger,
Prayers requested by Jacqui
Reed
Nicole Brookwell,
Prayers requested by Eugenia
Allen-Egbert
Isaac Swiftbird,
Prayers requested by Lorraine
Casto
Marines
Uriel Huizache,
Prayer request by Susan PriceJang
Brad Flournoy,
Prayers requested by Jacqui
Reed
Navy
Travis Hamilton
Prayers requested by Patrick
Campbell & Laurel Eby
All Military active duty and all
Veterans;
May we be a welcoming
congregation for all those who
have served (and their families) in
the Armed Forces
Prayers requested by Rev.
Penny Phillips

Staff Office Hours
Rev. Tom is in the office Saturday — Wednesday & takes Thursday &
Friday off.
Rev. Shernell is in her office Saturday & Sunday; Tuesday — Thursday
& takes, Friday & Monday off.
Kristin’s hours are Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday 9:00 a.m.-noon.
Marlie’s hours are Sunday, Tuesday — Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m
Cindy - Office manager is in the office Monday — Friday from 9:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m.

Room for Rent
A church member is looking for a
house mate. Please call the office
for more information ; or talk with
Rev. Tom. 408-377-7121
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Sunday

Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Saturday

Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

1
1
2
3
6
6
6
7
7
7
10
10
13
13
14
15
15
16
20
20
20
21
23
24
24
27
28
29

10:00 am
11:30 am
7:30 pm
10:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
2:30 pm
10:00 am
3:00 pm

10:30 am
6:30 pm
8:00 am
12:00 pm
2:00 pm
10:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
4:00 pm
11:00 am

Morning Women of Faith
Dreamer’s Choice Lunch
Church Council Meeting
Women’s Fellowship Circle Meeting
Choir Rehearsals
Sustainability Fair Meeting
UDF Meeting
In Gathering Sunday
In Gathering Sandwich Potluck
Adult Forum — Islam
Women’s Fellowship Luncheon
Second Harvest Family Harvest
Soul Collage
Choir Concert
Mother’s Day
Spire Articles Due
Calling Ministry Team Meeting
Common Ground Meal
Church Work Day
CareGivers Support Group
John Taylor’s Memorial Service
Confirmation & Baccalaureate Sunday
Spire Folding
Women’s Fellowship Cabinet Meeting
Evening Women of Faith
Labyrinth Walk
Memorial Service
Memorial Day

Friendship Room
Courtyard
Friendship Room
Friendship Room
Fellowship Hall
Rev. Tom’s Office
Off Site
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Friendship Room
Fellowship Hall
Campbell Methodist Church
Friendship Room
Fellowship Hall
Church Office
Rev. Tom’s Office
Friendship Room
Courtyard
Friendship Room
Sanctuary / Fellowship Hall
Sanctuaary
Church Office
Friendship room
Off Site
Labyrinth
Columbarium
Church Office Closed

1980 Hamilton Avenue •
San Jose • CA • 95125-5638
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

WORSHIP TIME - SUNDAY AT 10:00 A.M.

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday—Wednesday)
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Thursday—Friday)

Children’s Church School and
Nursery Care are available

Mission Statement: To understand and live out Jesus' vision for a just and loving world.

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation!
Mark Your Calendar!

Logo Gear
We are currently taking
pre-orders for FCC logo
gear, as well as selling in
stock items. We have a
variety of cool items in
lots of different colors,
including jackets, polo
shirts, mugs, car decals,
baby onesies, hats, and
more. This is a great way
to let the community
know about our congregation and to represent
for us at various activities. All the proceeds
from the sales go to the
Youth Scholarship Fund.
You can order at our table in Fellowship Hall on
Sundays after worship or
online at
www.squareup.com/
store/firstccsjstore

Organ Concert

2017 SPIRE DATES
Month
Deadline
Mailing
January
Mon. Dec. 19 Dec. 28
February Mon. Jan. 16
Jan. 25
March
Mon. Feb. 20
Feb. 28
April
Mon. Mar. 20 Mar. 29
May
Mon. Apr. 17
Apr. 26
June
Mon. May 15 May 24
July
Mon. June 19 June 28
August
Mon. July 17
July 26
September Mon. Aug. 21 Aug. 30
October
Mon. Sept. 18 Sept. 27
November Mon. Oct. 16
Oct. 25
December Mon. Nov. 20 Nov. 29
January 2018 Mon. Dec. 18 Dec. 27

Everyone is invited to a short organ concert in the Sanctuary on Sunday, June 4 at
4:00 p.m. Members of the San Jose American Guild of Organists will be having a bit
of fun presenting "Never on Sunday" as
part of their final meeting of the season.
Selections include "Never on Sunday" by
Manos Hadjidakis (Mike Cala), "Venus"
from Holst's The Planets, (Susan SnookLuther) a piano/organ duet on a Chinese
Birthday Song arranged by Lothar Bandermann (Christine Merjanian and Susan
Snook-Luther.), and C. Franck's Chorale in
b-minor (Darryl Parker), also to be heard is
a Scott Joplin rag (Joyce Rhodes) and the
humorous "Toot Suite", an organ duet by
P. D. Q. Bach (Joyce with Patricia Milstead),
and which will feature the wonderful 32'
contrabass rank on our Schantz organ.
The program is free and open to the public.
Susan Snook-Luther, Organist/Pianist

